No Plan to Withdraw Naira Notes from Circulation, CBN Clarifies

®Nigeria and others to benefit from AfDB’s $1.5bn Africa’s food facility

James Emejo in Abuja

The Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) yesterday debunked
reports that it planned to replace
the conventional Naira notes in
circulation with digital currency,

otherwise known as the eNaira,
in due course.

This is as the African
Development Bank (AfDB)
Group’s Board has approved
a $ 1.5 billion facility to support
African countries deal VVIEI

impact of the Russian-Ukraine
war impacting food prices and
availabili

CBN's Director of Corporate
Communications Department,
Mr. Osita Nwanisobi, said
the misleading statement

purportedly made at a
stakeholders” engagement on
eNaira adoption in Asaba, Delta,
was misconstrued and therefore,
urged the public to completely
disregard it.

Nwanisobi further explained

that the digital version of the
Naira is meant to complement
the existing currency notes
and therefore, would circulate
simultaneously with  the
conventional Naira notes as
means of exchange and store

of value.

He said the adoption of the
digital legal tender, aside from
its safety and speedy features,
would also ensure greater access

Continued on page 6
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Chuks Okocha in Abuja

The All Progressives Congress
(APC) yesterday said there are
plans to reconcile aggrieved
aspirants after the presidential,
governorship, senatorial and
House of Representatives’
primaries scheduled to take

place from May 26 to 30.

National Chairman of the party;
Senator Abdullahi Adamu, who
stated this at a virtual town hall
meeting, added that no grieving
aspirant will leave the party after
the party’s primaries.

Adamu, who was represented
by his Special Assistant, Prof.

Abdullahi Yau, disclosed this
at the event orgarused under
the aegis of the party Ward-
to-ward Diaspora Network in
collaboration  with the APC
Ward-to-ward Ambassadors on
“Intra-Party democracy for the
Emergence of Best Candidates.”

He said, “Directly, [ want to tell

you that after the primaries, none
of the contestants of aspirants
will leave the party. You can see
unlike the other parties extending
weight, in our party all our
aspirants are calm. Everybody
is going left and right, trying
to win votes for themselves.”
According to him, all aspirants

APC to Reconcile Aggrieved Presidential Aspirants, Others after Primaries

would be listened to by a
high-power delegation of the
committee if there’s a tangible
reason why they are complaining
after the party’s primaries.

“They will Esten to you
and provide for your needs.
In this way, we can c alon
everybody to the party,

“I can assure you this is the
most interesting part; the number
of people that are contesting and
they are going to give ev y
a playing level ground where
you can exercise your right as
a Nigerian to contest.

Continued on page 12

Buhari Sends Electoral Bill to INEC,
Attorey-General for Legal Op1n1on

oNew law, if signed, may only benefit 2027, off-season electoral processes

for APC, PDP as other partzes forge ahead @ PDP begins primaties today

Ejiofor Alike in Lagos and
uks Okocha in Abuja

President Muhammadu Buhari
has sent the new Electoral Act
Amendment Bill to the Office
of the Attorney General of
the Federation (AGF) and
Minister of Justice, and the
Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) for legal
advice, THISDAY has learnt.

The president’s decision not
to be in a hurry to sign the bill,
it was learnt, was to avoid a
repeat of the mistake made
by members of the National
Assembly, who in their effort
to punish political appointees,
forgot to include themselves as
delegates.

THISDAY’s  investigation
revealed that the new law, if
signed, would only benefit
the 2027 general election and
off-season elections for the All
Progressives Congress (APC)
and the Peoples Democratic

Party (PDP).

A’ Presidency source, who
confirmed this development
last night, further disclosed
that the president would await
le al advice before signing the

as recently amended by the
Nat10nal Assembly.

However, the PDP yesterday
confirmed that the super
delegates or statutory delegates
would not vote at the state
Houses of Assembly and House
of Representatives’ primaries
of the party scheduled to take
place today (Sunday) as they
were not elected as delegates.

Following the failure of the
National Assembly to recognise
themselves, the president, vice
president, governors and other
elected government officials
as statutory delegates in the
Electoral Act 2022, the Senate
and the House of tatives
had penultlmateRvacrie;assed

Continued on page 5

KEEP THE AWARDS COMING...

L-R: General Manager, Security, Nigerian National Petroleum Company (NNPC), Mr. Kaka Abba; Group General Manager, Crude Oil Marketing
Department, NNPC, Mrs. Rose Eshiett, and Edo State Deputy Governor, Mr. Philip Shaibu, presenting the Vanguard Personality of the Year
Award, 2021, to the Group Managing Director of NNPC, Mallam Mele Kolo Kyari, who was represented by Eshiett, in Lagos. ..weekend

Kano Police Command Intercepts Vehlcle Loaded with Explosive Devices... ¢
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L-R: Managing Director, Unilever West Africa, Mr. Carl Cruz; Board Member, United Nations Global Compact (UNGC), Mrs. Flora Mutahi; Executive Director, UN Global Compact Network
Nigeria (UNGCNN) and Chair, African Regional Network Council-United Nations Global Compact, Naomi Nwokolo; Chief, Inter-governmental Relations and Africa, UNGC, Mrs. Olajobi

Makinwa; and Resident Coordinator, United Nations, Mr. Matthias Schmale, at the CEOs' breakfast roundtable organised by UNGCNN in Lagos..
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Bauchi Gov Reads Riot Act as Violence
Erupts over Alleged Blasphemy

® CAN insists on protests over Deborah’s killing @ Soyinka demands sacking of National Mosque Imam

Onyebuchi Ezigbo in Abuja and
Segun Awofadejiin Bauchi

Several houses and shops were
razed and many people, includin

Eastor were critically i m&ire

en some Muslim youths in
Katangan Wargi, headquarters
of Warji Local Government
Area (LGA) of Bauchi State
went on a rampage on Friday
evening in protest against an
alleged blasphemy against
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) by
a Christian lady:.

Normalcy has, however,
returned to the area as Governor
Bala Mohammed of Bauchi State,
warned that he would not spare
anyone bent on disrupting the
peace of the state.

This is coming as the Christian
Association of Nigeria (CAN)
yesterday said that it would go
ahead with its planned nationwide
protests against the recent killing of
Miss Deborah Samuel, a 200-level
student of Shehu Shagari College
of Education, Sokoto over alleged
blasphemy by some Islamic
extremists.

CAN has also expressed worry
over the allegation of blasphemy
in Bauchi State and urged the
security agencies to act fast to
address abuse of the Constitution
before it leads to a serious conflict
that cannot be handled.

Nobel laureate, Professor Wole
Soyinka, has also called for the
sacking of the Imam, National
Mosque, Abuja, Professor Ibrahim
Magqari, over his comment on the
murder of Deborah.

THISDAY gathered that the
lady identified as Rhoda Jatau,
a 40-year- old member of staff of
the Medical Department of Warji
LGA, allegedly posted a video of
someone who renounced Islam
on a WhatsApp group.

The message, it was learnt,
did not go down well with her
co-workers who are predominantly
Muslims.

However, the girl was whisked
away to safety by fellow
Christians, who got wind of the
unpendmg danger.

But the irate Muslim youths

wévent on the rampage alr)tc} started
estro roperties belon,
to Chr}lglt:gnr; V\?hen the plan%ltlelg
attempt to lynch the girl failed
after Jumma prayers on Friday.
“We were at home Friday
evening when we heard shouts
from Muslim youths in their
hundreds wanting to attack

the ECWA church but Christian
youths and others resisted and
repelled them but after they had
already set the shops attached to
the church on fire,” a member of
the ECWA church, who pleaded
anonymity, said.
He added: “In the process,

one of the pastors of the ECWA

Church was seriously injured. As
I'am speaking to you, efforts are
on to save his life as he lost much
blood due to the injuries inflicted
on him.”

Confirming the incident, the
state police command said six
houses and seven shops were on
Friday evening set ablaze by irate

youths while many people were
also injured.

The state Commissioner of
Police, Mr. Umar Mamman Sanda,
has also ordered a thorough
investigation into the crisis.

A statement issued yesterday
by the state Police Public
Relations  Officer  (PPRO),

BUHARI SENDS ELECTORAL BILL TO INEC, ATTORNEY-GENERAL FOR LEGAL OPINION

the amendment to the Act to
recognise statutory delegates
as voters during primaries,
congresses and conventions
of all the political parties.

The new Section 84(8)
introduced in the Act reco
only democratically elected
delegates.

It states: “A political Farty that
adopts the system of indirect
primaries for the choice of its
candidate shall clearly outline
in its constitution and rules the
procedure for the democratic
election of delegates to vote
at the convention, congress
or meeting.”

President Buhari, who
returned from the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) yesterday, had
come under intense pressure
to sign the fresh amendment
bill to the Electoral Act 2022,
to ensure that himself, Vice
President Yemi Osinbajo,
members of the National
Assembly, governors, their
deputies and other statutory
delegates of political parties
can vote in the parties’ primaries.

Others who will be able to
vote if Buhari signs the amended
Act include the parties” National
Working Committee (NWC)
members, state party chairmen,
secretaries, local government
chairmen, deputies, councillors,
and party chairmen in the 774
local government areas.

But the Presidency source told
THISDAY that Buhari was not
in a hurry to sign the bill to
avoid the repeat of the previous
mistake made by the National
Assembly.

“When the president receives
every bill, he seeks the advice
of all relevant agencies. In this

case, he has sent the bill to the
AGF and INEC for advice. So,
he is not in a hurry to sign it.
That was how the National
Assembly was in a hurry and
so busy punishing political
appointees that they forgot to

include themselves as delegates.
Whenever he signs it, it takes
effect for subset}uent elections,”
the source explained.

The source wondered why the
signing of the bill should become
a major issue when the political
parties have other options to
conduct their primaries.

“They have three options -
direct, indirect and consensus.
In the case of indirect primary,
they have already provided for
the use of electecly elegates and
there is nothing wrong with that.
In PDF, they have elected three
ad hoc delegates one national
delegate and two others. In
APC, there are five delegates.
Other political parties have
their own provisions. So, the
political parties already have
delegates that will vote i their
primaries,” the source added.

With the president’s hesitant
to sign the amendment, it means
only national delegates elected at
the local government congr%ses
will determine presidential
flagbearers of the party.

The ad hoc delegates
were elected in line with the
provisions of Section 84 (8) of
the Amended Electoral Act 2022.

Section 82(3) of the Electoral
Act, 2022 makes it mandatory
that the primaries must be
conducted democratically.

By Article 4.5 of the INEC’s
Regulations and Guidelines for
the Conduct of Political Party
Primaries, a political party that

adopts the indirect prima

e shall make available to the
commission, not la’;er than seven
days to the date of the primary,
thg list of persons that vgﬂl form
the dele‘gates that are ehg1b1e
to vote for the nomination of
the party’ s candidates to contest
every eligible position.

According to the guidelines,
the list of delegates shall
be accompanied the list
of aspirants and the list of
the party’s electoral panel
conducting the primary.

With the commencement of

rimaries this week, it is already
ate for the amended Act to be
used for the election of parties’
candidates for the 2023 general
election.

APC’s presidential primat
holds on May 29 and 30, w
the PDP re51dent1al prlmary
is slated F or May 28 and 29.

PDP has already confirmed
that the super delegates or
statutory delegates will not
vote at today’s primaries of the
Farg; as they were not elected

or the 2022 primary elections.

The main opposition party
confirmed this in a statement
issued yesterday titled: “Use
of elected elegates  for
the primaries and national
convention,” by its National
Organising Secretary, Mr. Umar
Bature.

"By Section 84(8) of the
Electoral Act, 2022, delegates
to vote at the indirect primaries
and National Convention
of political parties to elect
candidates for elections shall
be those democratically elected
for that purpose only.

"Co ently, those qualified
and eligible to Vote as delegates

in the forthcoming primaries
and National Convention of
our great party, the PDP are
the three ad hoc delegates
per ward, elected at the ward
congresses, and one national
delegate per local government,
elected at the Local Government
Area Congresses.

"Furthermore, the NWC
wishes to inform our party
members that the state Houses
of Assembly primaries to elect
our state Houses of Assembly
candidates, earlier scheduled for
Saturday, May 21, 2022, will now
hold on Sunday, May 22, 2022,
from 8:00 am to 12 noon; while
the House of Representatives
primaries to elect our House
of Representatives candidates

afso hold on Sunday, May
22 2022, from 2:00 pm.

"All aspirants,  critical
stakeholders, leaders, and
teeming members of our party
should please take note,” Bature
explained.

By implications, only 326,081
delegates elected in 28 states
and FCT during the three-
man delegate elections will
vote across 36 states to elect
governorship, and members
of House of Representatives
candidates will vote as from
today.

There are 8,813 wards in
Nigeria multiplied by 28 states
where the governorship elections
will take place.

Similarly, only 810 delegates
elected in the 774 Ilocal
government areas and area
councils of the FCT in the
one-man delegate election will
decide the PDP presidential flag
bearer.

This has led to calls to shift

Ahmed Mohammed Wakil said
the violence was a result of a
blasphemous message posted on
social media by one Rhoda Jatau,
a 40-year-old staff of the Medical
Dexartment of Warji LGA.
ccording to the statement,

Continued on page 12

the primaries to enable President
Buhari to sign into law the
amendment to section 84 (8)
of the Electoral Act.

For instance, speaking at the
Round table conference of the
Abuja School of Politics and
Social Thoughts, Professor
Sam Amadi, who was the
former Chairman of the
National Electricity Regulatory
Commission (NERC), Prof.
Udenta Udenta and Kelechi
Azubuike accused the members
of the National Assembly of
cutting their face to spite the
nose.

The trio of Sam Amadi,
Udenta Udenta, and Kelechi
Azubuike said that by the
old Section 84 (8) waiting to
be signed into law, the federal
makers cannot even vote at the
congresses and presidential
primaries because they were
not specifically elected for that
purpose.

To salvage the situation, they
dppeale(:l to INEC to extend the

atelines for the political parties
to elect their flag bearers.

They also appealed to INEC to
alternately issue a guideline as
a regulator to guide the political

arties on the issue of section
84 (8).

However, Givil Society Groups
on electoral matters yesterday
rejected the demand for an
extension of the timetable
and schedule of elections so
far released by the INEC as
requested by the 18 political
parties, stating that to do so
would pose danger to the
electoral processes.

Several CSOs, in a statement,
commended INEC for rejecting
the IPAC request for extension.
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CONSULTATION VISIT...

L-R: Ondo State First Lady/senatorial aspirant for Owerri Senatorial zone in Imo State, Mrs. Betty Akeredolu; Ekiti State Governor/APC presidential aspirant, Dr. Kayode Fayemi; and Imo State
Governor, Senator Hope Uzodimma; during Fayemi's meeting with party delegates in Owerri, Imo State...weekend

Buhari Returns from UAE, Seeks Sustenance
of Security, Counter-terrorism Pacts

Deji Elumoye in Abuja

President Muhammadu Buhari
yesterday returned to Abuja after
a two-day official visit to Abu
Dhabi, the capital of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE).

The president, who departed
the coun at about 1:30
pm Thursday, landed at the
Presidential Wing of Nnamdi
Azikiwe International Airport,
Abuja, at about 4 pm, along with

the members of his entourage.

While in the UAE, Buhari
canvassed for stronger bilateral
relations between the two
countries.

He was emphatic about the
sustenance of security and
counter-terrorism pacts between
the two countries.

The president, according to
a statement issued yesterday
by his spokesman, Mallam
Garba Shehu, also expressed

his determination to do more
to ensure the growth and
intensification of the strategic
partnership between the two
nations.

President Buhari met the
new President of the UAE, His
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, to whom he
sent Nigeria's condolences on the
passing of the former president
and Ruler of Abu Dhabi, His
Highness, Sheikh Khalifa bin

Zayed Al Nahyan.

He also joined the Jummah
prayers, at which prayers were
said for the repose of the soul
of the late President of UAE,
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, on Friday.

In a short interaction with the
new Ruler of Abu Dhabi and
President of the UAE, Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
during a condolence visit to the
Presidential Palace, President

NO PLAN TO WITHDRAW NAIRA NOTES FROM CIRCULATION, CBN CLARIFIES

to financial services by the
underbanked and unbanked

opulace thereby enhancing
inancial inclusion.

He urged the public and
business owners to embrace
digital currency as it offers
more possibilities.

The eNaira was formally
launched into circulation b
President Muhammadu Buhari
in October last year.

The apex bank’s governor, Mr.
Godwin Emefiele had recently
expressed optimism that the
bank would achieve the 85 per
cent financial inclusion target
which is currently at about 70
per cent.

Addressing a delegation of
Executive Directors from the
Bank of Uganda, who was
on an experience sharin
tour of the CBN’s Centra
Bank Digital Currency (CBDC)
I[;)roject, Emefiele said the apex

ank remained committed to
accelerating the rate at which
those who were financially
excluded could come into the
formal banking sector.

He also expressed satisfaction
that the eNaira had recorded
some level of success judging
by the rate of integration an
security features.

The central bank governor
said the CBDC would enhance
the relationship between mobile
banking and e-business and
speed up the rate of financial
inclusion.

He pointed out that the
interest that the eNaira
continued to attract from other
countries and multinational
bodies, including the

International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and the World Bank,
underscored the level and
quality of work the CBN had
put into the project.

Emefiele said Nigeria is
currently a case study to other
climes, being the first coun
in Africa to launch its CBDC,
adding that the country was
treading cautiously to ensure it
sustains the successes recorded
so far.

He also told the visitin
team that the country ha
deepened its payment system
infrastructure, which is ranked
among the best in the world.

Emefiele had said with
growing interest in CBDC
around the world, the CBN
had commenced extensive study,
consultations, identification of
use cases, and the testing of the
CBDC concept in a Sandbox
environment as far back as 2017.

He said the objective of
the research was to establish
a compelling case for the
adoption of a digital currency
in the country to enable a more
prosperous and inclusive
economy for all Nigerians.

He added that following the
ComEIetion of the preliminary
work, the researchers and
experts at the CBN were able
to clearly establish that a digital
currency will drive a more
cashless, inclusive, and digital
economy as well as complement
the gains of previous policy
measures and our fast-growing
payments platforms.

Nigeria, Others to
Benefit from AfDB’s

$1.5bn Africa’s Food
Facility

Meanwhile, the AfDB
Group’s Board has approved
a $ 1.5 billion facility to support
African countries deal with the
impact of the Russian-Ukraine
war impacting food prices and
availability

AfDB’s Chief Agriculture
Policy Economist and
Coordinator of Global
Agriculture and Food Security
Programme at AfDB, Mr. Philip
Boahen, said this at Tamale,
Ghana, yesterday.

Boahen said the facility
is expected to reach over 20
million African farmers to deal
with the food shortfall.

The bank, on its website, also
said that with the disruption
of food supplies arising from
the war, At};ica now faces a
shortage of at least 30 million
metric tonnes of food.

AfDB said that food like
wheat, maize, and soybeans
imported from both countries
was majorly affected by the war.

According to the Bank,
the $1.5 billion, an African
Emergency Food Production
Facility, is an unprecedented
comprehensive initiative to
support smallholder farmers
in filling the food shortfall.

The AfDB said it would

rovide fertilizer to smallholder
armers across Africa over the
next four farming seasons,
indicating it will use its
convening influence with major
fertilizer manufacturers, loan
guarantees, and other financial
instruments to provide the

fertilizers.

“African farmers urgently
need high-quality seeds and
inputs before the planting season
begins in May to immediately
boost food supplies.

“The facility will provide 20
million African smallholder
farmers with certified seeds.

“It will increase access to
agricultural fertilizers and
enable them to rapidly-produce
38 million tonnes of food.

“This would be a $12 billion
increase in food production in
just two years,” the AfDB said.

The Bank said the facility
would lead to the production
of 11 million tonnes of wheat;
18 million tonnes of maize; 6
million tonnes of rice; and 2.5
million tonnes of soybeans.

"It will also support market
growth and post-harvest
management, and create a
platform to advocate for critical
policy reforms to solve the
structural issues that impede
farmers from receiving modern
inputs.”

Afreximbank, APPO
Sign MoU on Energy
Transition Bank

Meanwhile, the African
Petroleum Producers’
Organisation (APPO) and
African Export-Import Bank
(Afreximbank) have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to establish an African
Energy Transition Bank.

This is contained in
a statement signed by
Afreximbank’s Media Contact,

Buhari expressed the hope
that under Sheikh Mohamed
the two countries will continue
to actively champion a vision of
sustainable security, strengthen
counterterrorism cooperation,
facilitate trade and investment,
and ]promote prosperity and
development.

In the seven years of the
Buhari Presidency, the two
countries have actively conducted
bilateral dialogues leading

Mr. Amadou Sall, at the
weekend.

Sall said the establishment
of the energy bank was in
support of an African-led energy
transition strategy.

He said the new institution
would accelerate Africa’s
economic development
while ensuring the progress
was compatible with and
complementary  to, the
Sustainable Development Goals,

Sall said that the new bank
would also ensure compatibility
with the continent’s long-term
social and environmental
objectives as set out in African
Union’s Agenda 2063: The Africa
We Want.

He said that the bank would
address an urgent and existential
need on the continent.

“Africa stands to experience
profound effects from climate
change, while the considerable
E?VHW across the continent

rther disincentivises a
focus on environmental care
and sustainability for many
populations.

Moreover, Africa’s oil and
gas industry faces growin
pressures as internationa
investment in hydrocarbons
diminishes.

“While Africa’s transition
towards alternative energy
sources presents great
opportunities for the continent,
this transition must be carefully
managed to minimise the short-
term adverse impacts of the
transition while maximising its
longer-term benefits,” he said.

Sall said the new bank’s
responsibilities would

to several agreements and
Memoranda of Understanding
(MoU) that have paved the way
for further cooperation, mutual
understanding and progress in
many aspects of their bilateral
relations.

The president also expressed
his condolences and that of
Nigeria on the demise of the late
President Sheikh Khalifah and
congratulated the new president
on his election.

include the management
and encouragement of such
a productive transition.

He said that APPO member
states would be signatories to
the Energy Transition Bank’s
constitutional documents
which would be structured
in the form of a multilateral
treaty, and invest equity into
the new vehicle.

Sall said that Afreximbank
would co-invest and advise
on the establishment and
implementation process.

The statement quoted
Prof. Benedict Oramah,
President of Afreximbank, as
sayin% “we are delighted to
be collaborating with APPO
towards the establishment of
the proposed African Energy
Transition Bank”.

“These are challenging times
when we must strive to strike
the right balance between
the imperatives of mitigating
climate change and the urgen
of averting social upheavals
as a result of increasingly
difficult economic and financial
conditions in Africa.

“For us at Afreximbank,
supporting the emergence of
the African Energy Transition
Bank will enable a more
efficient and predictable capital
allocation between fossil fuels
and renewables.”

Oramah is quoted to have
said that establishing the bank
would also free human and
other resources at Afreximbank
that would make it possible to
support its member countries
more effectively in the transition
to cleaner fuels.
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ASUU Refuses to Resume Work, Says
Payment of Arrears Not Its Demand

Ejiofor Alike

The Academic Staff Union
of Universities (ASUU) has
insisted that its members would
not resume work despite the
federal government’s payment
of minimum wage arrears.

In a circular issued by the
University of Lagos branch of
the union titled, ‘Payment of
minimum wage arrears,” the
union argued that the payment
of arrears was not part of its
demand.

The circular read: “The
leadership of our Branch
has been mundated with calls
concerning the recent payment
of the long-overdue arrears of

the consequential adjustment
of the minimum wage.

“Our members are reminded
that this is not one of the
core demands upon which
the ongoing strike action is

remised.

“For the avoidance of
doubt, the demands of our
union are the conclusion of
the renegotiation of the 2009
FGN/ASUU Agreement,
abrogation of the fraudulent
and corrupt IPPIS scheme
and the deyloyment of UTAS,
payment of promotion arrears,
the proliferation of State
Universities and governance
issues amongst ot%wrs.

“While our union welcomes

Jonathan Wants FG’s Arbitration
Cases Held in Nigeria, Not UK

Ejiofor Alike

Former President Goodluck
Jonathan has faulted the
hearing of arbitrations for
the contracts entered by the
federal government with
international organisations
in the United Kingdom.

Jonathan made case for the
hosting of such arbitration
sessions within Nigeria.

The former president
advocated the position
yesterday in Yenagoa, the
Bayelsa capital, during a
launch of the book titled:
“Arbitration and Dispute
Resolution in Nigeria”.

The book is written by King
Collins Daniel, the Traditional
Ruler Abureni kingdom, in
Ogbia Local Government Area
of Bayelsa.

Jonathan also charged
the bodies responsible for
arbitration or resolving
disputes in the country to
work hard to ensure arbitration
for the government contracts
are done in the country for
proper understanding.

He explained that resolving
disputes outside the court
room is short, less expensive
and makes people more bound
to the terms morally.

According to him: “Let me
use this unique opportunity
to charge the bodies in this
country that are responsible for
either arbitration or resolving
issues to work hard to ensure
that arbitrations are done in

Nigeria.
“Because all the contracts
the Nigeria government

entered with international
organisations, arbitrations are
always done in the United
Kingdom. Can’t we do some of
these arbitrations in Nigeria?

“I don’t know why it must
be the United Kingdom - why

15States Yetto Signup forResponsive

Adedayo Akinwale in Abuja

The Minister of State, Budget
and National Planning, Mr.
Clem Agba, at the weekend
disclosed that 15  states
were yet to sign the Open
Government  Partnership

(OGP) Initiative for responsive
governance.
Agba said this while

addressing journalists as part
of activities to mark the OGP
week in Abuja.

According to him, the OGP
week is an annual event set
aside by the OGP Global
Secretariat to celebrate the
wins of the initiative across

it must be outside Nigeria. I
think we need to work hard,
so that some of these things
will be done here in Nigeria.

“As non-lawyers, we look at
issues of resolving disputes in
two different ways - one that
takes place in the courtroom
and one that takes place
outside the courtroom.

“We think that society is so
complex, going to court for
judges to settle our disputes
solved all our problems
because judges decide based
on the facts presented to them,
that is why people still get
back home and start fighting.

“More especially issues like
land cases and Chieftaincy
cases, so I believe solving
disputes outside the courtroom
will be a better and shorter
way than going through court
processes,” he said.

The author of the book
and Olila-Ebhugh of Abureni
Kingdom, King Daniel, said he
used his experience as a legal
practitioner, law teacher and
a traditional ruler to write the
book, to help the society on
how to resolve issues properly
and permanently.

According to him, dispute
resolution is key because in
every society, there is bound
to be dispute and the way
the dispute is resolved to the
satisfaction of every party
brings lasting peace in the
society.

The Paramount Ruler
of Ogbia Kingdom, King
Charles Owaba said that the
traditional institution was the
fundamental arbitration and
dispute resolution system in
Nigeria.

He commended the author
for putting pen and book
together to come up with
such work, to settle disputes
without the court.

the world.

He said that the OGP
was a global multilateral
forum consisting of 78
countries and 76 sub
nationals, who committed
to various transparency and
accountability reforms for
improved service delivery
of its citizenry.

He added that President
Muhammadu Buhari signed
into the initiative in 2016 in his
desire to stamp out corruption.

He said that after joinin
the OGP, Nigeria develope
the first and second National
Action Plans around four
thematic areas of fiscal

this unsolicited payment,
our members should please
conserve the funds and spend
wisely so as to energise our
struggle until all our demands
are satisfactorily met

“Our Union commends
the resolve and sacrifice of
our members in enthroning
a University system that is
globally competitive.

“United we bargain! Divided
we beg! A people united can
never be defeated. Solidarity
forever”.

The federal government had

. | (il
DEVELOPMENT PARTNER...

commenced the payment of
minimum wage arrears, which
it owed lecturers under the
aegis of the Academic Staff
Union of Polytechnics and
Academic Staff Union of
Universities

On February 15, ASUU
began a four-week rollover
strike following the federal
government’s failure to meet
its demands.

The National President
of ASUU, Prof. Emmanuel
Osodeke, said the decision
was taken after the union’s

- B.OW B

National Executive Committee
meeting.

ASUU extended the action
by another two months to
atford the government more
time to address all of its
demands.

The union also accused the
government of displaying an
indifferent attitude toward its
demands.

Osodeke, in a statement to
announce the extension of the
rollover strike, noted that the
national executive council of
the union “was disappointed

that Government did not treat
the matters involved with
utmost urgency they deserved
during the four-week period
as expected of a reasonable,
responsive, and well-meaning
administration”.

He said the NEC concluded
that the government had failed
to satisfactorily address all
the issues raised in the 2020
Memorandum of Action within
the four-week roll-over strike
period and resolved that the
strike be rolled over for another
eight weeks.

United States Ambassador to Nigeria, Ambassador Mary Beth Leonard (left), and former Vice President of Nigeria and founder of
American University of Nigeria, Yola, Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, at AUN's 13th commencement ceremony in Yola...yesterday

Gunmen Behead Kidnapped
Anambra Lawmaker, Okoye

David-Chyddy Eleke in Awka

Anambra State Governor, Prof.
Chukwuma Charles Soludo, has
pledged N10 million to anyone
who provides useful information
that will lead to the arrest of the
member of the state House of
Assembly and his aide.
Soludo yesterday received

transparency,  access
information, anti-corruption,
and citizens engagement.

“Fifteen states of the 36
states of the Federation are
yet to sign unto the OGP
platform.

“I, therefore, encourage
states who have not adopted
the OGP to do so without any
further delay, being a viable
platform for ensuring more
responsive governance.

“We have recorded some
stories while implementing our
laudable OGP programs; today
in Nigeria, the budgetary
process is a lot more inclusive,
participatory, and accessible

G

with shock and deep sadness
the news of the gruesome
murder of Hon. Okechukwu
Okoye, member representing
Aguata II Constituency at the
State House of Assembly and
his aide, Cyril Chiegboka.
Both Okoye and Chiegboka
were kidnapped on the road
by the heartless and barbaric

than it has ever been.

“All the different stages
of the budget process are
now participatory, citizens
now engage and participate
effectively in the process.

”As a matter of fact, the
budget document has been
simplified such that it is all
available at the click of a
button.”

Agba advised citizens to
deliberately play active roles
in monitoring the budget
and government projects
for effective implementation.

He said the government
developed a portal and
recently developed an App

murderers on May 15.

The head of Okoye was
yesterday found at Nnobi in
Idemili South Local Government
Area of Anambra State.

His body was not there and
indications were that the killers
removed the body.

Okoye and his aide were

kidnapped at Aguata by gunmen

overnance, Says Minister

called the “eye mark” to
help citizens participate in
the budgetary process.

“We're also working on the
web App because now we
want citizens to see what the
government is doing.

“We want citizens to be able
to see projects that are done
by the government.

“We want citizens to be
able to touch and feel the
projects that are done by
the government so that we
no longer have a situation
where a world-class bridge
is said to be built where what
we see years after is a wooden
bridge.”

who abandoned his Toyota
Sienna car.

The police later recovered
the car and said that they had
deployed operatives to rescue
the lawmaker.

In a statement issued last
night, Soludo condoled with
his kinsmen of Isuofia, noting
that it was probably the same
criminal gang that attacked him
and killed three policemen at
Isuofia two years ago that were
on the prowl.

The governor vowed that
they can never cow Isuofia and
Anambra State.

Soludo vowed that the
perpetrators as well as all
criminals operating in Anambra
must be decisively brought to
book.

He has consequently placed a
N10 millionl}séevf/lard f(}),rpanyone
or group that will avail valuable
information that will lead to
the immediate arrest of the
perpetrators of this dastardly act.

He promised that Anambra
will soon be a hell for these
criminals.

“Anambra will win against
the forces of darkness,” Soludo
added.
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Daddy it has been two years since you left us to be with the
Lord. We thank God for the life you lived and the sweet
memories you left with us.

JUSTICE ADOLPHUS
KARIBI-WHYTE

CFR, CON, KSC, DSSRS

(Jan. 29, 1932 - May 22, 2020)
’—’

Conﬁhue to rest ih C"\rist P\rneh

Mrs. F.A. Karibi-Whyte - Wife
CHILDREN:
Asikiya Karibi-Whyte Tokini & Zainab Karibi-Whyte
Charles & Tonye Uwensuyi-Edosomwan | Sodigi & Renee Karibi-Whyte

Gogo & Ifueko Karibi-Wyhte Oshioma & Nengi Brai
Abiye Karibi-Whyte

Grandchildren & Great Grandchildren

Gogo Karibi-Whyte
for the family
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CSRIN ACTION...

L-R: Second Vice President, Chartered Institute of Bankers of Nigeria (CIBN), Prof. Deji Olanrewaju; President, CIBN, Dr. Bayo Olugbemi; Emir of Nasarawa, Alhaji Ibrahim Usman Jibril;
Deputy Rector, Federal Polytechnic Nasarawa, Dr. Makana Dogo; Registrar/Chief Executive, CIBN, Dr. Seye Awojobi; and National Treasurer, CIBN, Mr. Dele Alabi, at the groundbreaking
ceremony of the Bankers Hall, a CIBN Legacy project bequeathed to Federal Polytechnic Nasarawa...recently

Kano Police Intercept Vehicle Loaded
with Explosives, Sophisticated Weapons

Ibrahim ShuaibuinKano

The Kano State Police Command
yesterday confirmed that it had
intercepted a Mercedes Benz
car loaded with suspected
sophisticated Improvised
Explosive Devices (IEDs).

It said the vehidle, which came
from Jigawa State, was abandoned
at Bubbugaje Quarters, Kumbotso
Local Government Area of Kano

State.

The spokesman of the
command, Abdullahi Haruna
Kiyawa, said in a statement issued
yesterday that the Commissioner
of Police, Mr. Sama'ila Shu’aibu
Dikko, had immediately raised a
crack team comprising Explosive
Ordinance Disposal — Chemical,
Biological Radiological and
Nuclear Defence (EOD-CBRN)
and Operation Puff Adder to

examine the vehicle.

“Following a hot chase, the
suspects abandoned the motor
vehicle at Bubbugaje Quarters,
Kumbotso Local Government
Area of Kano State.

"A technical search conducted
by the team revealed that the
motor vehicle was fully loaded

with Irnﬁ)rovised Explosive Device
materials.
“Ttems  recovered  from

discovery included two AK-47
rifles, four AK47 magazines, 1,098
live ammunition, and two pistol
magazines were also recovered,”
the police spokesman explained.

Kiyawa added that an
investigation into the incident
had commenced.

According to the statement,
arrests had been made linkin,
one of the collapsed shops wi
dealing in the sale of illicit,

BAUCHI GOV READS RIOT ACT AS VIOLENCE ERUPTS OVER ALLEGED BLASPHEMY

"On May 20, 2022, at about
1745hours, some irate youths
set six houses and seven shops
ablaze, while some score of
persons were injured as a result
of a blasphemous message posted
on a social media by one Rhoda
Jatau (female), 40 years old staff
of the Medical Department Warji
Local Government'.

The PPRO stated that the police
have since deployed all Tactical
Teams, Mobile Police Force, and
Rapid Response Squad (RRS)
whose joint efforts brought the
situation under control, adding
that the area is calm for now, while
visibility patrols are ongoing to
keep the peace.

He said that the state police
commissioner appealed to the
public to be calm and go about
their lawful business without any
fear of intimidation as normalcy
has been restored in the affected
area.

"While assuring the general
public that the police is on top
of the situation and will continue
to ulpdate the public as to the
level of investigation from time
to time"

"The command would like to
use this medium to reiterate the
need for parents and guardians
to maintain strict vigilance over
the activities of their wards,
particularly youths.

"The Commissioner of Police
also urges religious leaders,
community leaders, and elders
generally to always speak to
youths to desist from anyging that
could temper with the security of
their areas," the statement added.

Reacting to unrest in the state,
Governor Bala Mohammed
yesterday said he would not spare
anyone bent on disrupting the
peace of the state.

The governor stated when
he visited residents of the Warji
community to commiserate wi
victims over the incident.

Speaking at the palace of District
Head of Walji,p Mohammed
expressed worry over the spate
of insecurity in some parts of
the country, saying that it was
time for people to allow peace
at all costs as the consequences
of insecurity were devastating.

"Religion is very close to
peoples’ hearts. It is very

uncivilised to joke about each
others' religions. We know that
there are Christians and Muslims
in Warji. Those of us who are 60
years old never heard of a crisis
in Warji before this time.

"I must commend religious
leaders, traditional leaders, and
security personnel for putting up
a combined effort that leads to
quenching of the violence.

"T will not spare anyone found
making attempits to cause trouble.
My administration has a special
re?ard for peace and religious
tolerance and I will not fold up
my arms to allow unpatriotic
people to cause trouble in any
part of the state," he said.

Reacting to the incident, the
Chairman of CAN in Kaduna
State, Rev. Joseph John Hayab,
has expressed worry over the
allegation of blasphemy in Bauchi.

He urged the security agencies
to act fast to address abuse of the
constitution before it leads to a
more serious conflict that cannot
be handled.

He said in a statement yesterday,
that allegations of blasphemy have
now become the new excuse by

fundamentalists in Northern
Nigeria to kill the remnant that
bandits and terrorists have not
yet killed.

“We know and have evidence
of how some of these allegations
of blasphemy are false and just
for blackmail or settling scores
with perceived enemies or well-
mannered young girls who have
refused sexual advances by the
opposite sex from another religion.

“We are also aware of how
fanatics have in the past raised
lies in the name of blasphemy.

“CAN wonder if the recent
sermons we are getting from some
Islamic clerics on what the Holy
Quran says about what should
be done if anyone is accused of
blasphemy is unpopular amongst
followers?”

“The challenge now is for
government authorities and security
agencies to act fast to address this
abuse of our constitution before
it leads to a more serious conflict
that cannot be handled.”

“Nigeria ~ Christians most
especially those of Northern
extraction have for ages
exhibited tolerance despite

APCTO RECONCILE AGGRIEVED PRESIDENTIAL ASPIRANTS, OTHERS AFTER PRIMARIES

“And at the end of the exercise,
just as what happened in the
National convention, you see that
everybody will be satisfied with
whoever that emerges from the
primaries.”

Speaking further, Adamu
reassured, “Unless you have
a process that is not well
coordinated, a process that is
marred by irregularities that’s
when people will be aggrieved
and would want to leave the
party. If you're allowed to exercise
your right and you think there’s
fairness in what's going on in
the party and you Jose, I don’t

think you would want to leave
the party.

“I assure you even if we are
going to have such a scenario,
where we are going to have
aggrieved members after the
primaries, the Chairman and
stakeholders of the party will
ensure they reconcile everybody
after the primaries.”

The list of APC presidential
aspirants who met the deadline
for submission of their nomination
forms are Vice President Yemi
Osinbajo; National Leader of the
party; Senator Bola Tinubu; former
Minister of Transportation, Mr.

Rotimi Amaechi; former Minister
of Niger Delta Development,
Senator Godswill Akpabio; former
Minister of Science, Technology
and Innovation, Dr. Ogbonnaya
Onu; former Imo State governor,
Senator Rochas Okorocha and
former Ogun state governor,
Senator Ibikunle Amosu.
Others are Pastor Tunde Bakare,
Cross River State governor, Prof.
Ben Ayade; his Ebonyi State
counterpart, Governor Dave
Umahi; Ekiti State governor, Dr.
Kayode Fayemi; former Minister
of State for Education, Mr.
Emeka Nwajiuba; former Senate

President, Senator Ken Nnamani;
Kogi State governor, Yahaya Bello;
Jigawa Governor, Mohammed
Badaru Abubakar, and former
Zamfara State governor, Senator
Ahmed Yerima.

Others on the list are Senator
Ajayi Borroffice, the only female
aspirant, Mrs Uju Kennedy
Ohnenye; Pastor Nicholas
Felix Nwagbo, former Speaker
of Representatives, ~Dimeji
Bankole; Senate President, Dr.
Ahmad Lawan, former Minister
of Information, Chief Ikeobasi
Mokelu, and oil mogul, Mr. Tein
Jack Rich.

toxic chemical substances and
combustible materials suspected
to be used for making IEDs.

It added that evidence of
purchase was also recovered.

The command also confirmed
that nine persons were killed
during last week's explosion
in Sabon Gari of the Kano
metropolis.

The police disclosed that
during the last week’s explosion,

many provocations and lack
of reciprocation of our love
and friendship but these new
tactics for killing our people
from an?; and every accusation
of blasphemy are unacceptable
to CAN and all Christian faithful.
We will not accept this brutal
way of murder and inhuman
treatment of our followers to
continue.”

“Government and security
agencies should come out to
enforce the law on every murderer
hiding under religion.

In a related development, the
national body of CAN has said
that it would go ahead with its
May 22 planned nationwide
Eflcl)]’;fsts against the recent

illing of Miss Deborah Samuel,
a 200-level student of Shehu
Shagari College of Education,
Sokoto over alleged blasphemy
by some Islamic extremists.

The Special Assistant on
Media and Communications
to the CAN President, Pastor
Adebayo Ayodeji, disclosed this
to THISDAY yesterday against
the background of the threat by
a Muslim group to protest on
the same day.

He said: "We are going ahead
with our protests and we have
said that our members should
hold their protest within the
premises of the CAN Secretariat
and not on the streets.

"We are to gather in the CAN
Secretariat nationwide and not on
the streets,” Ayodeji said.

He added that CAN has
directed that where there is
no CAN Secretariat in a state,
Christians ~ should  choose
one of the churches that can
accommodate them for the
protests.

In a related development, Nobel
laureate, Professor Wole Soyinka,
has called for the sacking of the

a  technical investigation
conducted by the command’s
EOD-CBRN revealed that the
explosion was “ to have
occurred as a result of mixed
chemical/gas reactions exposed
to a source of heat, such as fire,
spark or increase in pressure
resulting in combustion/shock
waves, creating an explosion
which can have shattering
effects.”

Imam, National Mosque, Abuja,
Professor Ibrahim Magqari, over
his comment on the murder of
Deborah.

Soyinka accused the Islamic
cleric of directing his followers
to take the law into their own
hands in the name of religion.

He spoke in Abuja yesterday
during the one-year remembrance
of the late former Chief of Army
Staff, Lt.-Gen. Ibrahim Attahiru,
and the launch of Attahiru’s
biography written by author,
Niran Adedokun.

Meanwhile, Nobel laureate,
Soyinka, has lamented lynchin
in the name of re]igion,y;dding
that the “apostate of the cree
of humanity, Professor Maqari,
must be removed from office.”

He added, “It is no longer
sufficient for all to declaim that
Islam is this and that, that the
Sharia is thus and thus, that
Prophet Mohammed set this or
that example and made this or
that humanistic pronouncement.

“We have gone beyond
theocratic rhetoric that merely
pays lip service to civilised norms.
Let all pietistic denunciations be
backed by affirmative action.”

The playwright noted that the
Islamic cleric had done nothin,
but encourage his followers to ki
anyone that blasphemes Prophet
Muhammad.

Soyinka added, “Professor
Magari, however, insists, with a
han%ful of others, including vocal
serving policemen quite recently,
that there is no remorse involved
in the torture and lynching of
a young student on this earth.

“Magqari has implicitly directed
his followers to take the law into
their own hands in the name of
religion, and innovation. That is
the message of a supposedly holy
man to a nation embroiled in his
madness of multiple incidences.”
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16 TO 22 MAY 2022: THRILLER WEEK

We all enjoy being scared, even for a moment and thriller movies provide us with the chance to feel that
tension, thrill, chill and suspense. There is always something about these movies that creeps us out. The
unexpected twists, tensions, and conflicts in a thriller movie can keep us on the edge of our seats and
have our hearts racing from start to finish. Thriller films sometimes depict real-life situations and make us
question how we perceive ourselves in everyday life. We are left pondering about the reality of the stories
feeling excited, scared and frightened after watching the film. Stream and experience our selection of
captivating thrillers now, exclusively on ARISEPIlay.

MEET THE BLACKS

This comedy, horror spoof movie is a parody of the 2013 film The Purge. "Meet the Blacks" became a
box-office success when it grossed over $9 million on a budget of $900,000. An upcoming sequel, named
The House Mext Door: Meet the Blacks 2, was released in 2021.

Carl Black and his family are leaving Chicago. With the knowledge that he will be imprisoned for the next
five or six years for having stolen money from a famous criminal drug king, Key Flo (Charlie Murphy). He
moves to Beverly Hills with his family but they could not have picked a worse time to move. They arrive
during the annual purge, during which all crime is legal for twelve hours. This movie is Charlie Murphy's
final film role before his death from leukaemia in 2017, it was also Paul Mooney's last film role before
passing away in 2021,

MEETING EVIL

This is a mystery thriller based on the 1992 book Meeting Evil by Thomas Berger. Samuel L. Jackson and
Luke Wilson star in the movie. Suddenly, John (Luke Wilson) is tossed into a murderous adventure by a
mysterious stranger, and the action changes him from a weak-willed father and husband into a desperate
hero willing to go to any length to protect his family. He moves from being a guy down on his luck: it's his
birthday, and he's just been fired, his house is in foreclosure, and his marriage is crumbling. Unexpectedly,
a stranger Ritchie (Samuel L. Jackson) knocks on the door who is having car troubles an offer to take
John to the hospital leads to a wild ride. There is no disappointment when it comes to Meeting Evil.
Throughout the film there are twists and turns that keep the viewer interested and unable to turn away.

THE MARSH

“You can bury the past, but sometimes the past won't stay buried”. Writer Michael Stokes and director
Jordan Barker came up with the idea for the horror film "The Marsh”. A children's author Claire Holloway
(Gabrielle Anwar) decides to rent the Rose Marsh farmhouse in Marshville, Westmoreland. When she
arrives, she finds that it is the same place that appears in her dreams. Claire discovers that the house is
haunted by a young girl (Miamh Wilson) and a threatening teenage boy who haunt her in disturbing
visions and this coincides with a series of supernatural killings in town. Claire and psychic investigator
Geoffrey Hunt (Forest Whitaker) try to figure out the truth about the terrible crime that took place in the
farmhouse.

| STILL KNOW WHAT YOU DID LAST SUMMER
| Know What You Did Last Summer is an American slasher film starring R&B singer Brandie, Jennifer Love
Hewitt, Sarah Michelle Gellar, Ryan Phillippe and Freddie Prinze Jr. The film is loosely based on the 1973
novel by Lois Duncan of the same name. In the movie, four friends are stalked by a hook-wielding killer
one year after covering up a car accident in which they killed a man. Despite mixed reviews, the film was
commercially successful, grossing $125 million worldwide on a budget of $17 million, and remaining
number one at the U.S. box office for three consecutive weeks. The film was also nominated for and won
several awards.

Stream these and other series & movies now on ARISEPlay

For more information contact: info@ariseplay.com
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VISIT THE WEBSITE TO DOWNLOAD THE APP, SUBSCRIBE
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Okada Ban: Lagos Police Vow to Prosecute Operators, Passengers

Segun James

The Lagos State Police Com-
mand yesterday disclosed that
both commercial motorcycle
operators (aka okada) and their
passengers would be arrested
and prosecuted if they violated
the directive of the state banning
their operations.

The command revealed the
plan in a tweet by its Public
Relations  Officer, Benjamin
Hundeyin in line with the
directive of Lagos State Govermor,
Babajide Sanwo-Olu.

Hundeyin said: “Under the

new total ban of motorcycles
in six local government areas
of Lagos State, passengers and
riders alike will be arrested and
prosecuted.

“The passenger is an ac-
complice. Ignorance will not
be an excuse!” he tweeted.

Sanwo-Olu had declared a
total ban on the operations
of commercial motorcycles
popularly called Okada, in
six Local Governments.

The six local governments
listed by the governor are
Ikeja, Surulere, Eti-Osa, Lagos
Mainland, Lagos Island, and

Three Die as Building
Collapses in Lagos

A three-storey building located
at 4, Alayaki Lane, Lagos Island,
yesterday collapsed in Lagos
during heavy rainfall, killing at
least three persons.

This was revealed in a staterment
by the Director General of Lagos
State Emergency Management
Agency (LASEMA), Dr Olufemi
Oke-Osanyintolu.

The statement revealed that an
unconfirmmed number of people were
still trapped under the rubble.

“The Agency responded to the
above incident which was already
in violation of building safety
protocols,” a statement revealed.

“It was discovered that the
building had been captured by the

LASBCA District Office and served
with all Statutory Notices, Sealed
at District and Central Enforcement
Level.

“Further investigation determined
that the developer had continued
dandestine operations mostly at
night and at the weekends.

“An unconfirmed number of
people are still trapped inside the
building, Two people have been
rescued alive while three was
recovered dead. Search and Rescue
operations are ongoing. Further
updates to follow.”

Building collapse is not uncom-
mon in Lagos due to lax regulatory
oversight and sharp practices by
developers.

Tambuwal: Buhari Short-changed S'East

Sokoto State Governor, Al-
haji Aminu Tambuwal yesterday
promised that he would run an
allinclusive government if elected.

Speaking with members of
the party in Imo, Tambuwal said
President Muhammadu Buhari
short-changed the South-east
by not appointing people from
the region into key government
positions.

The Sokoto governor said the
people in the geo-political zone
“feel marginalised and excluded
from Buhari’s administration.”

He said: “Buhari has short-
changed the south-east. I was the
one who advised Saraki to choose
Ike Ekweremadu to become his
deputy in 2015. There is a complete
case of exclusion of the people of
the south-east,” he said.

“The heads of the ten most
important parastatals are not
from the south-east, including
the CBN governor. None of the

“The president, the vice
president, the senate president,
the deputy senate president, the
speaker of the house of representa-
tives and his deputy are not from
the south-east.

“Under my watch, that cannot
happen. Every part of this country
will be carried along,” the Sokoto
govemor promised.

Desaibing the people in the south
they will be appointed into strategic
positions if he is elected president.

“South-east and Imo state in
particular can’t be excluded. The
PDP will win back Imo when I
become president. Igbo people are
industrial. You will find a partner
in me,” he said.

“We are working together with
our brothers in Sokoto. We have
restored normalcy now in Sokoto
state. I will be a president for all
Nigerians.”

Catholic Priest Suspended for
Joining Benue Guber Race

The Catholic Diocese of Gboko
in Benue State has suspended a
priest, Revd Hyacinth Alia for
joining the governorship race in
the state.

Alia had picked up the N50
million governorship form of the
All Progressives Congress and
had been cleared by the ruling
party to participate alongside
11 successful aspirants in the
party’s primary.

But the Bishop, Catholic
Diocese of Gboko, William
Avenya, in a letter dated May 20,
announced the ion of Alia
from public ministry “after series
of admonitions” to him.

Avenya noted in the letter that

the Mother Church “does not
allow her clerics to get involved
in partisan politics on their own”.

The letter partly read: “I write to
communicate to you the suspen-
sion of my priest, Revd Hyacinth
JIomem Alia from public ministry
after a series of admonitions to
him.

“The Mother Church does not
allow her clerics to get involved
in partisan politics on their own.

“You are aware that my son,
your brother and your priest have
purchased the party forms to
contest for the Office of the Gov-
ernor of Benue State under the
All Progressives’ Congress which
is totally against our vocation.

Apapa.

The governor said the
fresh Okada ban followed
the February 2020 restriction
placed on the activities of
commercial motorcycles.

Sanwo-Olu said the govern-
ment took the decision in line
with the State’s Transport
Sector Reform Law of 2018
to immediately address the
chaos and menace created
by the operations of Okada
in the listed areas.

B

ASIWAJUINKANO. .

He told the police to
enforce the order without
compromise.

He said: “After a critical
review of our restriction on
Okada activities in the first
six Local Government Areas
where we restricted them on
February 1, we have seen that
the menace has not abated.

““We are now directing a total
ban on Okada activities across
the highways and bridges within
these six Local Government and

their Local Coundil Development
Areas, effective from June 1.

“This is a phased ban we
are embarking on this period,
and we expect that within
the short while when this
ban will be enforced, Okada
riders in other places where
their activities are yet to be
banned can find something
else to do.

“We have given the notice
now and we expect all com-
mercial motorcycles plying the

routes in the listed councils
and areas to vacate the highways
before enforcement begins. The
enforcement will be total.”

The ban came days after
Okada riders killed a young
man in the Lekki area of Lagos
State over N100 balance.

It was leamt that the victim,
who was a sound engineer, was
ynched and bumt to death after
a misund ing ensued over
the N100 balance with one of
the commercial motorcyclists.

L-R: Spiritual Leader of Qadiriyya, Sheikh Nasir Kabara; Kano State Governor, Dr. Abdullahi Ganduje; a presidential hopeful of the All
Progressives Congress (APC), Senator Bola Tinubu, and a guest at the inauguration of Nasir Kabara flyover in Kano. .. yesterday

N1.8bn Debt: Court Vacates Order against PDP Chieftain

Walelgbintade

A Federal High Court in Lagos
has discharged an exparte orders
made against a chieftain of the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP),
Mr. Segun Adewale, owner of
Aeroland Travels.

Justice Daniel Osiagor had on
February 7 granted the exparte
order filed by the Asset Manage-
ment Corporation of Nigeria
(AMCON) against the firm of
the PDP chieftain.

The order empowered AMCON
to seal the firm and other properties

belonging to Adewale.

Some of the properties sealed
by AMCON, in a suit numbered
FHC/L/CS/AMC/154/2021,
include; Plot 4 & 4B Block 66
Magodo Scheme, Lagos State;
Plot 9, Block 44¢, Adetoro Adelaja
Street, Magodo Lagos; Number 4C
Maye Ogundana Street, Magodo
Lagos, and number 10 Oluyomi
Oshinkoya ~ Street, Magodo
Residential Scheme, Lagos.

Others are Plot 8, Block 66,
Residential Scheme, Sangisha,
Lagos; No. 2A John Olugbo Street,
Ikeja, Lagos; No. 2 Fadeyi Street, off

Awolowo way, Ikeja, Lagos; No. 8
Surulere Alelor Street, Millenium,
Gbagada; and No. 14 Jerry Iriabe
Street, off Bashorun Okunsanya, oft
Admiralty Road, Lekki Penisula.

However, Adewale through his
lawyer, Tope Alabi, in a motion
pursuant to sections 6 and 36 of
the Constitution, sections 49(3) and
50(2) of AMCON Act, 2020 (as
amended), and Order 26 Rules
9(1) of the Federal High Court
(Civil Procedure) Rules 2019,
prayed that court for an order
discharging and/or vacating the

orders.

He also asked for an order
directing AMCON to indemnify
him for damages suffered as a
result of the exparte orders made
on February 7.

Alabi told the court that AM-
CON materially misrepresented,
and concealed material facts
from the Court and engaged in
deliberate suppression of facts.

He argued that the court lacked
jurisdiction to entertain the matter
or made the ex-parte orders in
issue, as the underlying matter
amounts to gross abuse of court
process.

NCAA Investigates How Mangled Corpse Got to MMIA Runway

ChineduEze

The Nigerian Civil Aviation Au-
thority (NCAA) has launched an
investigation into how a mangled
body got to Runway 18R at the
Murtala Muhammed Interational
Airport (MMIA), Lagos.

NCAA’s Head of Public
Relations, Mr. Sam Adurogboye
made this disclosure in a state-
ment yesterday, noting that it was
designed to prevent a recurrence
of such incidents.

Adurogboye  said:  “This
incident is still being investigated
to ascertain how it happened so
that steps are taken to prevent a
recurrence.”

Police Public Relations Officer,
Airport Police Command, Olayinka
Ojelade had confirmed that police
had started an investigation on the
mangled body found on the rurnway:

Ofelade, a Deputy Superintendent
of Police, said the unidentified body
might be that of one of the hoodlums

who usually jumped through the
airport fence.

Ojelade said: “I confirm that a
mangled, unidentified body was
found on the international airport
runway on Thursday which was
probably hit by taxiing aircraft.

“We are still investigating the
case and once we are through we
will communicate to you our
findings. The Federal Airports
Authority of Nigeria (FAAN)
and the Nigeria Police Force

evacuated the corpse from
the runway on Friday,” Ojelade
lained.

P

On Friday, Federal Airports
Authority of Nigeria (FAAN)
announced that the resumption
of flight operations at the airport,
closed on Thursday.

FAAN's Ading General
Corporate Aftairs, FAAN, Mrs. Faith-
ful Hope-ivbaze, added that flight
operations were closed between
1 am. and 3 am,, on May 19.

Support Third Force to Rescue Nigeria, Utomi Tells Nigerians

Gboyega Akinsanmi

The Chairman and Leader NC-
Front, Prof. Pat Utomi yesterday
challenged Nigerians to support
the coalition of political parties
worki to form a third
force that would end the reign
of bad leadership in 2023.
Utomi, a professor of political
economy, explained that a shift
of mindset would be required
to fadilitate a new order of good
governance, value for money

choices and commitment to the
dignity of the human person
in Nigeria.
He gave the advice during a
virtual conference of concerned
ionals and members of New
Fabian Society at the weekend.
He warned the professionals
that they would take part of the
blame tor the state capture that
brought Nigeria to the brink of
State failure.
Encouraging them to support
the third force, Utomi said the

third force fulfills popular
aspiration for the end of the
current regime of dissatisfactory
leadership in Nigeria.

He, therefore, urged Nigerians
to support a third force that
would fulfill the popular aspira-
tion for an end to the regime
of dissatisfactory leadership in
Nigeria

He added that admitting guilt
“is part of the mea culpa we
must make. Peers that allowed
accountants to participate in loot-

ing state treasury evidenced in
the accusation of the Accountant
General by the EFCC of N80
billion fraud, and health care
professionals in reducing the
health sector to a man-made
disaster have become vicariously
culpable.”

He, therefore, said all should
dirty their hands to prepare for
a third force government that
would focus on the people
and not the need and greed
of politicians.
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Fear of Election Spending
Takes Toll on Forex Market

Last week, the two major political parties, the All Progressives Congress and the Peoples Democratic Party,
continued to fine-tune plans for their presidential and governorship primaries as aspirants of the two parties
crisscrossed the 36 states of the federation to woo their parties’ delegates, an exercise, which financial analysts
and the Association of Bureaux De Change Operators of Nigeria (ABCON) blamed for the ongoing dollar
rain in the country and the attendant pressure on the foreign exchange market. Festus Akanbi, in this report,
reviews the volatile scenario and ABCON's strategies to end the naira decline

nacash economy like Nigeria’s, in
which financial transactions are car-
ried outin cash rather than via direct
debit, standing order, bank transfer,
or credit card, itisnota surprise that
the nation is awash with money on
the eve of a general election.

Already, marketintelligenceis pointing in the
direction of political spending for the current
travails of the naira amid speculated mopping
up of available foreign currencies, especially the
dollar, in the run-up to the campaign period.

Analysts said whichever angles we decide to
examine the nation’s foreign exchange market,
the nairahasnever had itsobad in recent times
as it continues its free-fall against the dollar
last week.

The situation is also compounded by the
decline in Nigeria’s foreign reserves, which,
despite the rising price of crude oil on the in-
ternational market, still fell to $39.650 billion
as of the end of April 2022, compared to the
$39.550billion recorded in March this year. This
is according to data extracted from the daily
external reserve tracker from the CBN.

Fear of Political Spending

Politicians in Nigeria are buying dollars to
fund vote hunting in primary elections that start
in a few weeks, driving the local currency to
new lows in the unauthorised parallel market.

Thenairaweakened toN600 against the dollar
last week in the unregulated field, according
to Abubakar Mohammed, abureau de change
operator that tracks the data in Lagos. It's the
lowest the currency has traded this year at a
period when the central bank maintains an
official exchange rate thatis tightly controlled.

A market source told THISDAY last week
that some politicians have begun to mop xﬁ
dollars as some presidential aspirants of the
Progressives Congress (APC) and the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), the two major politi-
cal parties in Nigeria are wrapping up their
tour of the 36 states to woo delegates to their
forthcoming party primaries.

Thesourceexplained thatthe nairaisbound to
takea further bashing in the weeks ahead given
the propensity of the Nigerian political class to
rely on the use of dollars to sway the delegates
to their side. This was confirmed last week by
aviral video of a gubernatorial aspirant of the
PDPin Osun State, Senator Ademola Adeleke
where he boasted his readiness to compete for
voters using foreign exchange.

Itwasin thisatmosphere of confusion that the
Association of Bureaux De Change Operators
of Nigeria (APCON)came up mtﬁ strategies to
halt the current assault on the naira, explaining
thatimplementing those strategies Wi]xﬁave the
naira and economy from theimpactof election
spending thathaskeptinflation atdouble digits
for a very long time.

This disclosure is contained in a statement
issued by ABCON President, Alhaji Aminu
Gwadabe, at the end of its National Execu-
tive Council meeting held a few weeks ago,
where he said that there was an urgent need
to enhance dollar liquidity in the market and
ensure the stability of prices in the economy.

The ABCON boss said that the depreciation
of the naira against global currencies was due
to pressure from rising dollar demand without
sufficientliquidity to meet the demands from
retail end users, manufacturers, and other key
players in the economy.

o,

Politicians’ preference for the dollars is ruffling feathers in the Nigeria's forex market

The association, which called for the reversal
of the decision thatexcluded bureau de change
operators from access to the CBN's dollar sales
in2021, believed the volatility in the FX market
can be tackled by its new sets of strategies.

ABCON Lists Strategies to Save the Naira

Gwadabe outlined some of the strategies to
include; The creation of BDCs” Autonomous
Foreign Exchange Trading Window (BAFEX)
with the determined maximum daily limit for
legible BDCs to access dollars from banks, and
autonomous market, and Diaspora forex win-
dow at the prevailing market prices.

Italsoincludesenhancementof existing BDCs
automation portals to file transaction returns
on CBN/ABCON/NFIU/NIBSS portals for
effective regulatory monitoring and supervision
and the creation of an automation portal to
encourage registration of undocumented and
unlicensed operators for effective monitoring,
identification, and tracking of their transactions.

Others include the review of the guidelines
on BDC’s scope of operations to include par-
ticipation in payment space, such as agency
banking, Point of Sale (PoS) services, inbound
and outbound forex transfers, and ATM Forex
services, to reflect the global business model

ractice.

ABCON alsowants the BDCs tobeallowed to
access dollars or Diaspora remittances through
the autonomous forex windows allowing op-
erators to receive IMTOs proceeds, carrying
out online dollar operations and Point of Sale
(PoS) Agency, among others. Gwadabe said that
now is the time to break the current industry
monopoly that puts the remittances market in
the hands of a few players depriving others of
tapping into the plan.

Gwadabe said that ABCON resolved to
align with the policy thrust of the apex bank
and ensure that its members 1play eir roles
professionally and strategically in the interest
of the market and economy.

Hewarned that the de-marketing of BDCs by
regulators and security agenciesisnot good for

the stability of the market, rather the strer:igfh
of over 4,500 operators can be harnessed to
bring forex closer to the retail end-users and
strengthen liquidity in the market.

Gwadabesaid: “Wesupportany measures that
would lead to compliance with the Anti-money
Laundering and Combating the Financing of
Terrorism (AML / CFT).

“We support CBN’s exchange rate stability
policies an e security agencies to punish any
BDC operator breaching corporate governance
and compliance guidelines.

“It is our sincere belief that BDCs need to
be integrated back officially to ensure their
continuous potentrole in exchange rate stability
management.”

Widening Gap Between Official and Parallel
Market Rates

Initsreview of the nation’s foreign exchange
market for the first quarter of the year, ABCON
said that the widening gap between the official
and parallel market exchange rates is driven
by acute dollar scarcity due to the continued
susgiension of foreign exchange sales to BDCs
by the CBN.

ABCON stated thisinits Quarterly Econom
Review for the first quarter of the year (Q1'22),
expressing concerns over the inability of the
fiscal and monetary authorities to address the
wide parallel market and multiple exchange
rates in the country.

Commenting on the trend, ABCON said: “A

remium is the outcome of market restrictions
that drive the non-official supply and demand
for foreign currency which is asymptom of the
inconsistency of fiscal and monetary policies.
It also shows a lack of credibility in exchange
rate policy given the level of foreign reserves.

“Those fiscal and monetary policiesin Nigeria
cannot curtail the premium of rent-seekin,
dealersin foreign exchange, thatis banks and
otherintermediaries are worrisome and highly
contributory to the distortions in the economy.

“Multiple exchange rates cause distortions by
manipulating relative pricesin the economy and

widen opportunities for rent-seeking behaviour
for those whohave access to the lower exchange
rates. When the multiple exchange rates are
corrected, it would promote a more efficient
anlicaﬁon of market-driven relative prices to
allocate resources in the economy.”

The association also highlighted the nation’s
huge publicdebtand increasinglevel of poverty,
recommending that the federal government
should reconsider its strategy of depending
on debt to grow the economy.

CBN's Shifts Attention to Banks

InJuly 2021, the apex bank ended the sales of
forex to Bureau De Change operators, saying
the parallel market had become a conduit for
illicit forex flows and graft. The bank said it
would also nolonger process applications for
BDC licences in the country.

“Weekly sales of foreign exchange by the CBN
willhenceforth go directly to commercial banks,
the CBN governor, Godwin Emefiele, said in
alive TV broadcast after announcing that the
bank had retained its benchmark policy rate.

“We are concerned that BDCs have allowed
theénselves tobe used for the graft,” Emefiele
said.

He added thatinternational bodies, includ-
ing some embassies and donor agencies, have
been complicitinillegal forex transactions that
have hingered the flow of foreign exchange
into the country.

Henoted that the organisations have chosen
to channel forex through the black market than
use the official Investors and Exporters (I&E)
window, called Nafex.

Accordingly, Emefiele said banks are man-
dated to ”immediatel{’ and transparently sell
forex to customers who present the required
documents. Allbanks are toimmediately create
dedicated tellers for the same purpose.

The consensus of market watchers last week
was for the government to step in to urgently
address the recommendations of ABCON and
to putin place additional measures to safeguard
the naira from further fall as the various parties
conclude plans for their primary elections.
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A market in Lagos

The Harrowing Inflation

As inflation pushes the economy towards a breaking point, is there leeway for policy interventions?

James Emejo asks

growingnumberofNigerians
arebecoming uncomfortable
with the country’smonthly
inflation outcomes in recent
times. Even when the Na-
ional Bureau of Statistics
BS) indicates that the
headline index drops in a particular month,
it is often the opposite in reality as food and
commodity prices hardly moderate.

Inflation which is one of the macroeconomic
parameters used to assess the health of an
economy has been on an upward trajectory
for several months with its negative effects on
the general economy.

Food and commodity prices have spiraled
out of control in recent times, making it difficult
for the ordinary Nigerian to meet basic needs
such as food.

The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), which
has the mandate to rein in inflation appears to
have run out of monetary options for tackling
rising pricesasthe problemismore of structural
issues that have continued to fuel inflation.

An import-dependent and undiversified
economy such as Nigeria, with a low export
base and low domestic output as well as high
youth unemployment coupled with insecurity
that has kept farmersaway from their farms—is
bound to be subjected to external shocks.

Rising Index

According to the NBS, the Consumer Price
Index, (CPI) which measuresinflation increased
1t016.82 per cent (year-on-year) in April compared
t018.12 per centin April 2021. Thisis the highest
rate of inflation within the past eight months.

However, month-on-month, the headline
index increased to 1.76 per cent in April, rep-
resenting a 0.02 per cent rise compared to the
1.74 per cent recorded in March.

Month-on-month, inflation recorded the
highestincreases in Abuja2.91 per cent, Taraba
2.76 per cent and Bauchi 2.65 per cent, while
Benue 0.29 per cent, Kogi 0.48 per cent and
Niger 0.66 per cent recorded the slowest rise
in prices April.

The statistical agency explained inflation rate
slowed down in April when compared to the
same month inthe previous year, though price

increases occurred in every parameter
thatyielded the headline index during
the review period.

The composite food index moderated
1018.37 per centin April 2022 compared
t0 22.72 per cent in April 2021. Month
on month, however, the sub-index
increased to 2 per cent in April, up by
0.01 percentage points from 1.99 per cent
recorded in March.

According to the CPI report for April
whichwasreleased by the NBS, thisrise
inthe food indexwascaused by increases
inthe prices of bread and cereals, food
products, potatoes, yam, and other tubers,
wine, fish, meat, and oils.

The average annual rate of change of
the Food sub-index for the 12 months
ending April 2022 over the previous
12-month average is 18.88 per cent
compared to 19.21 per cent in March.

Ontheotherhand, coreinflation, which
excludesthe pricesof volatile agricultural
produce stood at 14.18 per centin April
2022, up by 1.44 per centwhen compared
with 12.74 per centrecorded in April 2021.

Onamonth-on-month basis, the core
sub-index increased to 1.22 per centin
April 2022, down by 0.24 per centwhen
compared with 0.98 per cent recorded
in March.

Essentially, There were increasesinthe
pricesof gas, liquid fuel, cleaning, repair
and hire of clothing, clothing materials,
other articles of clothing, and clothing
accessories.

Theaverage 12-month annual rate of
change of the index was 13.68 per cent
for the 12 months ending April 2022;
this is 0.12 percent points higher than
the 13.56 per cent recorded in March.

The percentage change inthe average
composite CPIfor the 12 monthsending
April 2022 over the average of the CPI
forthe previous12-month period is 16.45
percent, showinga0.1 per cent decrease
compare to the 16.54 percent recorded
in March.

However, the urban inflation rate
slowedto 17.35per cent (year-on-year)in

April 2022 compared to 18.68 per centin April
2021, while the rural inflation rate alsomoderated
10 16.32 per cent in April 2022 from 17.57 per
centin April the previous year.

Food inflation, year on year was highest in
Kogi at22.79 per cent, Kwaraat 21.56 per cent,
and Ebonyi at 21.45 per cent, while Sokoto at
14.85 per cent, Kaduna at 15.55 per cent, and
Anambraat 16.68 per cent recorded the slowest
rise in prices.

Month-on-month, food inflation was highest
in Ekiti at4.03 per cent, Taraba at 3.68 per cent,
Osun at 3.04 per cent, while Anambra at 0.66
per cent, Kogi at 1.01 per cent, and Bauchi at
1.08 per cent recorded the slowest rise in prices.

Inflationary pressures had mostly been
associated with the food sub-index following
shortages resulting fromthe inability of farmers
to access their farms as a result of insecurity
which remains a major constraint to growth
besides infrastructural deficits.

Inflation is further exacerbated by the dis-
ruptions in the global supply chain following
the ongoing war between Russiaand Ukraine
which had sent food and commaodity prices
to the ceilings. Increases in fuel and electricity
pricesin the country have further contributed
to rising prices.

Groping for Solutions

The CBN has severally stressed that struc-
tural constraints were responsible for current
inflationary pressures in the economy but the
global disruptioninsupply order hasalso taken
its toll on prices.

The apex bank had targeted inflation of
between six to nine per cent and deployed all
monetary policy tools in recent times to keep
itin check but the fiscal side alsoneeded to do
more to rein in inflation especially as election
spending tendsto compound the headline index
in the coming months.

Analysts’ Assessment

Analystsinseparate interviewswith THISDAY
predicted that the high inflation was likely to
remainshortly and offered intervention options
that will reverse the upward trajectory.

Managing Director/Chief Executive, SD&D
Capital Management Limited, Mr. Idakolo

Gbolade, said the government needed to rejig
the economy by ensuring that the country
achieves self-sustainability in crude oil refining
and fertiliser production to increase activity in
the agriculture sector and other major areas of
production.

Hesaid Nigeria needs to block the continuous
crude oil theft that now amounts to almost 90
per cent of production leading to the country’s
inability to meet up OPEC quota which has
reduced the expected gains from the increased
crude oil price.

Gbolade said, “The inflation index is not in
congruence with reality. statistically more of
Nigeria has been drawn into poverty in the
first quarter of this year.

“Wehave witnessed continuous food inflation
in the past three quarters and it is not abating.
All economic indices are going south with no
end insight.

“Nigerians would soon start leading street
protests if the hardship becomes unbearable.
Crime has also been on the increase because
of continuous hardship in the land.”

Also, commenting on the rising inflation,
Managing Director/Chief Executive, Credent
Investment Managers Limited, Mr. Ibrahim
Shelleng, said in the short term, the cash-
strapped government may consider diverting
some of the petrol subsidies to food subsidies to
ameliorate the effects of inflation on Nigerians.

He said in the longer term, the government
mustimprove infrastructure and ramp up local
production to alleviate some of the supply
shocks, especially regarding food.

Shelling said, “The economy was showing
signs of recovery before the Russian-Ukraine
crisis having come out of the COVID-19 in-
duced downturn. Sadly, ourimport-dependent
economy is highly susceptible to global mar-
kets, and whilst the latest inflation figures
suggest moderation compared to 2021, itdoes
not tell the full story.

“The average Nigerian would certainly at-
test to the sustained hardship caused by the
high inflationary environment, which sadly
does not look like tapering in the short term.
Supply shocksstill exist; currency devaluation
and other cost-push inflationary pressures will
certainly exacerbate the situation.”
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CAPITAL MARKET

Hope Rising as 24 Companies Realise
N616.16bn Profits in Q1 2022

With the ease of COVID-19 epidemic restrictions, and the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
projection that Nigeria’s economy is expected to grow by 3.7 per cent in 2022, supported by
higher oil prices, gradual easing of the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
production cuts and improved management of the pandemic, companies in Nigeria have
emerged stronger in revenue and it has trigged N616.16billion profit in the first quarter (Q1)
of 2022. In this report, Kayode Tokede examines 24 listed companies’ improved performance
in profit that has lifted some stocks on the Nigerian Exchange Limited (NGX)

mid the easing of lockdown

and total removal of restric-

tion measures on the CO-

VID-19 epidemic, a total of

24fundamental companies

havereported N615.16billion

rofitinthe firstquarter(Q1)

ended March 31, 2022, an increase of 21 per cent

from N513.14billion reported in the first quarter
of 2021.

The 24 companies’ unaudited financial state-
ments for Q1 revealed a significant increase in
revenuebutasteady increase ininflation drives
total operatingexpensesinthe period under review.

The 24 companies consist of; 12 commercial
banks, three cement manufacturing companies,
four Fast-Moving consumer goods companies
(FCMG), onebrewery manufacturing company,
two petroleum marketing companies, and one
construction/telecommunication company.

Dangote Cement, MTN Nigeria, and Zenith
BankPlcare the most profitable listed companies
ontheNigeria Exchange Limited (NGX)by value,
according to THISDAY findings.

For instance, Dangote cementreported anearly
18 per centincrease in profit to N105.85billion in
Q1,2022 fromN89.71billioninQ12021, while MTN
Nigeria reported an N96.82 billion profit in Q1
2022, anincrease of 31.3per centfromN73.75billion
reported inQ12021. Inaddition, Zenith Bank grew
its profit by nearly 10 1p;er cent to N58 2billionin
Q1, 2022 from N53.06billion in Q1 2021.

A telecommunication giant, MTN Nigeria
Communication reported a 31.3 per cent in-
crease in profit toN96.82billion in Q1 2022 from
N73.75billion in Q1 2021.

The sectorial performance also revealed that
listed commercial banksonthe Exchange reported
asignificantincreasein profitdespitemixed provi-
sions for bad loans.

Significant Increase in Revenue Spike Cement
Manufacturing Companies Profit in Q1 2022

Atotal of three cement producers madeacom-
bined profitof N156.56 billion in the first quarter
(Q1)0f2022, representing an increase of 29 from
N121.2billionreported in the first quarter of 2021.

Despite reporting a hike in the cost of sales
and operating expenses, the growth in profitby
Nigeria’scementmakers, Dangote Cement, Lafarge
AfricaPlc,and BUACement Plcwas boosted by
the increase in revenue.

An investigation by THISDAY revealed that
the retail cement prices in Nigeria reportedly
rose from around N2,400-N12,600 per 50kg bag
in 2020 to an average price of N4,000 at the end
of March 31, 2022.

Meanwhile, Dangote Cement reported an 18

r centincrease inits profit toN105.85 billionin
Q12022 from N89.7billion in Q1 2021.

Thecementgiantgenerated N413.18hillionfrom
revenue in Q1 2022, representing an increase of
24.2 per cent from N332.65billion in Q1 2021.

The chiefexecutive officer of Dangote Cement,
Michael Pucherosin astatement had said: “Our
group volumes were down 3.6per cent mainly
duetoenergy supply challengesin Nigeria. Our
operations relyingoncementand clinkerimports
—namely Ghana, Sierra-Leone, Cameroon - were
impacted by the global supply chainchallenges.”

Howvever, BUA Cement saw a 22.4 per cent
increasein profitto N33.14billion in Q1.2022 from
N22 4billionin Q12021 asits revenue closed Q1,
2022 at N96.99billion compared to N58.5 billion
reported in Q1 2021.

Inaddition, Lafarge Africareported a92.18per
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centincrease in profit to N17.6billion in Q1 2022
from N9.14billion in Q1 2021, while its revenue
rose by 27 per cent to N90.61billion in Q1 2022
from N71.47billion reported in Q1 2021.

On the backdrop of cement manufacturing
companiesreporting growthinrevenueand profit,
the only listed Nigerian construction company,
Julius Berger Plc also benefited when its profit
rose by 31.80 per cent to N3.73billion in Q1 2022
from N2.83billion in Q1 2021.

Capital market analyst, Mr. Rotimi Fakeyejo
said: “The strong growth across the listed cement
manufacturingcompaniesasaresultof priceincre-
mentinthe product. The cement manufacturing
companies have been compelled toincrease the
price to preserve margins from the impact of
foreign exchange devaluation.”

Heexplained further:“‘For 2022, weare likely to
seeincreased sensitivity fromthe private sectorand
alsotaking into accountthat this isa pre-election
year. In pre-election years, you tend to see more
cautiousactivitiesin the real estate sector because
of uncertainties in the world economy.

“For public sector demand as well, we don’t
expect any significant effect in that space as we
see preparation for the coming elections distract-
ing policymakersfromimplementing the capital
expenditure in the budget for 2022.”

UnionBank, GTCO, Fidelity Report Declinein
Profitas 12 Banks’ Profits Hit N281.56bn

Ofallthe 12 banks, Union Bank of NigeriaPlc,
Guaranty TrustHoldings Plc(GTCO),and Fidelity
Bank Plcreported a decline in profit.

The breakdown showed that Union Bank of

Nigeria reported an 11 per cent drop in profit to
N5.55billionin Q1,2022 from N6.21billionin Q1,
2021, while GTCO's profitdedlined by 5.1 per cent
to N43.2billion in Q1, 2022 from N45.55billion
inQ1,2021.

The Chiefexecutive officer, of the Union Bank of
Nigeria, Mr. Emeka Okonkwo inastatementsaid
the bank 2022 renewed its focus on turbocharging
productivity and ensuring full leverage of the
strength of itsdigital channels, regional network,
and talent to maximise the bottom line.

Fidelity Bank showsits profitclosing Q1,2022
atN9.52billion, representing a decline of 0.78 per
cent from N9.59 billion reported in Q1, 2021.

Onthereverse, Access Holdings Plc reported
a9.2 per centincrease in profit to N57.4billionin
Q1, 2022 from N52.55billion in Q1, 2021, while
UBA grew profit by 8.7 per cent to N41.5billion
inQ1,2022 from N38.16billion in Q1, 2021.

For Ecobank Transnational Incorporated (ETI),
its profit grew significantly by 25.7 per cent to
N3I§.3bilhggre\ in ler:lgl022 fr}(,)myNSO.49billion in
Q1,2021.

The Chief Executive Officer of Ecobank Group,
Ade Ayeyemi stated that the performance was
achieved in a difficult operating environment
characterised by the strengthening ofthe USdollar
againstlocal operaﬁnc? currencies, highinflation,
high-interestrates, and tight labour marketsacross
Africaas the Russia-Ukraine conflict continued
totakeitstoll.

“Despite these challenges, we continued tosup-
portour customers effectively, which paid offas
our businesses grew their revenues and profits.

These were driven by trade, cash management,
FICC, and payments, while we also achieved
modest loan growth with support from higher
interest rates.”

During the period under review, Wema Bank
grew its profit by 119 per cent to N2.85billion in
Q1, 2022 from N1.3billion in Q1 2021 as Stanbic
IBTC Holdings reported N15.06billion profit in
Q1,2022 from N11.26billion in Q1, 2021.

Analysis of other banks’ results showed that
FCMB group generated N5.17billion profitinQ1,
2022, anincrease of 44.6 per cent from N3.57 billion
in Q1 2022; Sterling Bank reported N3.75billion
profitinQ1, 2022 from N2 51billionin Q1,2021 and
Jaiz Bank reported 25 per centincrease in profit to
N1.0billionin(Q1,2022 fromN832 million reported
inQ1,2021.

Despite posting modest performance, some listed
banks have struggled to grow their stock price.

Analystsat Coronation Research stated that 2022
hasbeenachallenging year thusfar for Nigerian
banks’ stocks.

Coronation Researchinareporttitled “Nigerian
Banks: Q122 earningsreview” said, “Year-to-date,
thesectorindexhasreturned adisappointing 7 4per
centand hasgrossly underperformed the broader
equity gauge (NGX-ASI: +24.3per cent).

“Notably, itisthe second-worst performing sector
index. Stock performance within our coverage
universe tells a similar story: FBN Holdings
(+4.8per cent) and Access Holdings (+3.8 per
cent) have recorded small gains, UBAhasbeen
flattish, while GTCO(-8.1 per cent), Stanbic IBTC
Holdings (-8.3 per cent), Zenith Bank (-2.6 per
cent) have fallen.”

Commenting on the unaudited result and
accounts by listed banks, the Managing Director,
ARM Securities Limited, Mr. Rotimi Olubi said:
“Interestincome has been amajor driver of earn-
ings across all banks. We have seen a significant
increase in banks’ interestincome due toarise
in loans from customers and institutions.”

Other companies with growth in profit

With the hike in global oil prices, listed petro-
leum marketing companies have also reported
growth in profit. For instance, Totalenergies
Marketing Nigeria reported a 46.97 per cent
increase in profit to N4.37billion in Q1, 2022
from N2.97billion in Q1, 2021.

Seplat Petroleum thus reported a 12.27 per
cent decline in profit to N8.29billion in Q1, 2022
from N9.44billion reported in Q1, 2021.

The onlyoonsideredgreweryoompany Nigerian
Breweries Plc reported N13.6billion profitin Q1,
2022, anincrease of 77.7 per cent from N7.66billion
inQ1,2021.

BUAFoods, Nestle Nigeria, Dangote Sugar,and
Cadbury Nigeria, all FCMG reported growth in
profiton the backdrop of an increase in revenue
and a hike in operating expenses.

BUAFoods inthe period reported an 18.61 per
centincrease in profit to N22.84billion in Q12022
from N19.26billion in Q1 2021.

As Nestle Nigeria reported a 45 per cent in-
crease in profit to N17.98billion in Q1 2022 from
N124billioninQ12021, Dangote Sugar grew profit
toN8.87billion in Q12022 from N8.3billionin Q1
2021.

In addition, Cadbury Nigeria announced
N1.54billion profitin Q1 2022 from N241million
nQ12021.

The Managing Director, Cadbury Nigeria, Mrs.
Oyeyimika Adeboye inastatement had said the
company’scurrentrepositioning strategy isbegin-
ning to yield the desired results.
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Changing Nigeria’s Agric Landscape
Through Innovation, Technology

The introduction of tracking devices that allow farmers to book tractor services from local tractor
owners via a mobile phone app, which is part of a programme recently unveiled by Hello Tractor
in collaboration with Heifer International, will boost tractor ownership and guarantee a reality for
entrepreneurs who find it impossible to get credit through normal channels, writes Festus Akanbi

L-R: Country Director, Heifer International, Rufus Idrls, Representative of the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Abdullahi Abubakar one of the beneficiaries
of the Tractor Financing Scheme, and the Vice President for Africa Programmes, Heifer International, Mrs. Adesuwa Ifedi at the unveiling of the Hello Tractor Pay-as-you-go

programme, in Abuja...recently

jth barely a month to
he end of the second
quarter of the year,
expectations are
high that the federal
government will be
able to deliver on its
promise to ensure the provision of comprehen-
sive farm inputs to rural farmers as a way of
raising interest in agricultural practice with a
corresponding increase in food production for
domestic purposes and exports.

TheMinister of Agricultureand Rural Develop-
ment, Mr. Mohammad Abubakar, had atthe 2021
budget performance and 2022 budget defence
session at the National Assembly promised that
comprehensive farminput,amongothers, would
be provided torural farmersthroughstakeholders
suchasthe Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) for the
financial inclusivenessin the agricultural sector,
tomitigate the adverse effects of COVID-19and
support farmers affected by incidents of flood
disaster.

However, asthethird quarter beckons, watchers
ofthe nation’seconomy say fundingisstilla big
deal to agric smallholders in Nigeria.

Meanwhile, available statistics showed thatin
the third quarter of 2021, Nigeria’s agricultural
sectorgrewby 1.22 percentinreal termscompared
to the same period of the previous year.

Itisa fact that agriculture is a key activity for
Nigeria’s economy after oil. Analysts said that
Nigeria’s agricultural sector has high growth
potential, but that this potential is not being
realised due to several reasons.

First, productivity is low and stagnant. In
addition to this, farming systems, which are
mostly small in scale, are still predominantly
subsistence-based and for the most part, depend
onthe vagaries of the weather.

These developments did not produce any
cheering news. For instance, $22 billion is spent
every year onfood importationand as of March
2022, theinflation rate accelerated to 15.7%, food
inflation rose to 17.20% and food pricesjumped

more than 20%.

While demand for food is growing, the
supply side faces the challenges of chang-
ing environmental and climatic conditions,
dwindling water supply, shortage of arable
land and farming inputs, the rapid rate of
urbanisation that is reducing available land
foragriculture, and a host of other problems.

Tomitigate these challenges, farmers must
continue to innovate and embrace digital
technology to improve productivity to meet
domestic and external demand. Hence, the
need for the transformation to digital or smart
agriculture.

Technologiessuchasmobiletelephony; robot-
ics, remote sensor technology, the Internet of
Things (IoT), big data, artificial intelligence, and
many others, provide theagricultural industry
with the toolsand information to make more
informed decisions and boost productivity.

New Opportunities

However, asthe Nigerianeconomy isopen-
inguptoprivateinvestments, nevwwopportunities
areemerging and are already dwarfing some
ofthechallengesfacingthe agrlcultura sector
in the country. The truth is that Nigeria, like
some other members of the African continent,
isbeginning toenjoy directinterventionswhich
promise to boost its agricultural financing.

Tractor Financing

One of such directinterventions came from
Heifer International, which recently announced
that it is investing $1 million in the tractor
booking platform, Hello Tractor, to provide
loansfor tractor purchases—loans that can be
repaid from revenues earned by leasing them
tolocal farmers.

The programme, “Pay-As-You-Go (PAYG)
Tractor Financing for Increased Agricultural
Productivity in Nigeria,” already hasenabled
tractor purchases in the states of Nasarawa,
Abuja, and Enugu. These purchases, according
tothe company, could make tractorsaccessible

to thousands of smallholder farmers via the
increasingly popular Hello Tractor leasing
platform.

Sometimes referred to as Uber for tractors,
Hello Tractor offers software and tracking
devices that allow farmers to book tractor
servicesfrom local tractor ownersviaamobile
phone app.

“We developed the PAYG programme to
make tractor ownership—and the reliable
income these machines can bring—a reality
forentrepreneurs who find itimpossible toget
credit through normal channels,” said Jehiel
Oliver, Founder, and CEO of Hello Tractor.

“We look atthe revenue tractor ownerscan
generate, not how much collateral they can
pledge.”

Oliversaid that partnering Heifer “enables
us to extend innovative financing to peo
whowere previously considered unbankab}f
while increasing access to technology that has
the potential toimprove theincomesof millions
of smallholder farmers across Africa.”

Unlocking Capital for Youths

However, Senior Vice President of Africa
Programmes at Heifer International, Ade-
suwa Ifedi, who unveiled the Hello Tractor
Pay-as-you-go Tractor programme lastmonth
in Abuja explained that “The pay-as-you-go
model provides financing for entrepreneurs
who want to createjobs by capitalising on the
demand for tractor services on African farms,
butwho lack traditional forms of collateral”,
addingthatthegestureisawaytounlock capital
foryouthwho have strong business skills that
can help transform African agriculture butare
often overlooked by private equity investors.

Partnership with Local Economies

Since 1944, Heifer International has worked
with more than 39 million people around the
worldtoend hunger and poverty sustainably.
Working with rural communitiesacross Africa
for 47 years, Heifer International supports

farmersand local food producersto strengthen
local economiesand build secure livelihoods that
provide aliving income.

Ifedi explained that the company’s strategic
goal over the next 8-10 years is to assist more
than one million farmers (largely young men
andwomen)toreachasustainablelivingincome
by 2030, through strategic private and public
sector partnerships, unlocking demand and
marketop Fortumtles , leveraging finance across
priority value chains,and leveraging innovation
andemerging agricultural technologiesto reach
transformational scale.

“Heifer believes leveraging technology and
modern practiceswill createapathway for Nigeria
and other African countriestoincrease productiv-
ity and competitiveness of the agricultural sector
tocurbfood insecurity and poverty. More progress
canalso beachieved with the involvement of the
largest group in the population —the youth - in
all phases of agriculture,” she stated.

She added that with Nigeria’s population
currently estimated at more than 200 million

ople and growing at3.2% a year, feeding 200
?Illlﬁeople and a projected 400 million by
2050 will be a daunting challenge.

Withmorethan75years of investing and techni-
cally contributing toagricultural transformation
programmesglobally;, Heifer International is repo-
sitioning itswork in Africatoinclude investment
ininfrastructure, youngsocial entrepreneurs,and
technology tosupportthe continent’sagricultural
sector leapfrog.

Heifer International for more than four decades
hasbeenatrusted partner for smallholder farmers
across Africa combining the powver of African
youth with the many possibilities of emerging
technologies.

According to Ifedi, “Globally, there are
roughly 200 tractors per 100 square kilometers
of agricultural lands, but in sub-Saharan Africa,
there are only about 27. This is illustrative of a
mechanization deficit.

The deficit has a significant impact on farm
productivity and local economies in a region
where most people depend on smallholder
farming for income.

“Hello, Tractor is one of many new agritech
start-ups emerging across the continentthatare

dingbusiness opportunitiesinaddressing this
and other farmlng challenges

However, while private equity groups and
large impactinvestors have provided morethan
$5 billion for tech startups in Africa, very little
of that financing has gone to young agritech
entrepreneurs,” she noted.

In2021, Heifer International created the AYuTe
AfricaChallenge, which awards cash grantsan-
nually to the most promising young agri-tech
innovatorsacross Africa. Italsosupports Heifer’s
goal of helping more than six million African
farmerstoeamasustainable livingincome by 2030.
The Pay As You Go Tractor model was a fallout
of thisannual African challenge competition.

Theinaugural AYuTeAfricaChallengeawarded
atotal of $1.5 million to two companies, of which
Hello Tractor is one. The award allowed Hello
Tractor tofinance 17 tractors for 17 entrepreneurs
in three countries.

Ifedi expressed the belief that Heifer 'stoday’s
investmentin the PAYG productwill give more
entrepreneurs and smallholder farmers access
to tractor services at an affordable rate and in
turnboost farm productivity,employment, food
security, and farmer livelihoods in Nigeria.

Since 1944, Heifer International has worked
with more than 39 million people around the
world to end hunger and poverty sustainably.
Working with rural communities across Africa
for 47 years, Heifer International supports farm-
ersand local food producers to strengthen local
economies and build secure livelihoods that
provide aliving income.
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For the nations sake, and its own, the north
should do well by making education free and
compulsory, writes IKE OKONTA

Shagari College of Education,

Sokoto, laid their hands on one
of their own, Deborah Samuel, and
mobbed her to death. They alleged that
Deborah had blasphemed against Islam,
and instantly became prosecutor, judge
and jury all at the same time. The next
day, following the arrest and detention
of two of the perpetrators of this heinous
crime, the students took to the streets
of Sokoto, assaulting Christians and
vandalizing churches. The governor of
the state had to impose a 24-hour curfew
to prevent further breakdown of law
and order.

As wusual, condemnation of the
students’ act came thick and fast. True,
the Sokoto students richly deserve
blame. After all they are being trained to
become teachers and discerning citizens
who will be charged with the critical task
of educating our children. However,
these students did not just wake up one
morning and turn into a mob, baying for
blood. There is an enabling environment
that nurtured them. There are enablers
that aided and abetted their action. And
the enablers, | argue, is the ruling elite
that has been in charge of the northern
part of Nigeria since 1960.

This northern elite played their
first role on the Nigeria-wide political
canvass in July 1966. Young army majors
had struck earlier in January, putting an
end to the feckless government of Prime
Minister Abubakar Tafawa Balewa.
Balewa, northern Premier Ahmadu
Bello and several senior northern army
officers had been killed. As it turned
out, the majority of the perpetrators of
the January 1966 coup were Igbo. Igho
politicians like Nnamdi Azikiwe and
Michael Okpara had been spared. Even
though the intention of the coup makers
was to hand power over to Obafemi
Awolowo, a Yoruba, northern politicians
and army officers read an ethnic motive
into the January 1966 coup and launched
a revenge coup six months later, killing
many Igbo military officers along the
way.

It was during this period that
the strategy of using the poor and
uneducated northern masses as a
battering ram against ‘southern’
interests was stitched together. The
Northern Peoples Congress, led by
Ahmadu Bello, had ignored this
impoverished mass. Ahmadu Bello’s
undeclared policy was to educate only
the children of emirs and district heads
and leave the ordinary people to wallow
in poverty and ignorance. It was only
Malam Aminu Kano, leader of the
Northern Elements Progressive Union,
who railed against Ahmadu Bello’s
policies and insisted that the northern
poor deserved a good and dignified life
just as the privileged. The combination
of the British colonialists and Ahmadu
Bello’s Northern Peoples Congress

I ast week, students of the Shehu

hounded Aminu Kano’s followers in the
1950s and 1960s and ensured that they
were kept out of power.

Nigeria has had several military
heads of state and civilian Presidents
of northern origin since Ahmadu
Bello. It is an obvious fact that there is
a wide gap in educational attainment
between the northern and southern
parts of the country. You would have
thought that the major preoccupation
of northern leaders, once they assumed
office, would be to narrow the gap by
making education free and compulsory
in the north. By taking this step, the
northern poor in their millions would
have been freed from endemic poverty
and ignorance. But no northern leader,
including  President  Muhammadu
Buhari, has seen fit to take this step,
even as they take care to send their
children and other dependents abroad
for education.

The reason for this inaction is that the
north’s ruling elite wants to continue
to maintain the economic and social
hierarchy in the north, wherein the
emirs and their relatives, senior civil

The northerncrisisis a
Nigerian crisis. The bil-
lions of Naira currently
being poured into con-
taining Boko Haram in
the northeast and com-
bating bandits in the
northwest could have
been used in launching
massive health and edu-
cation programmes na-
tionwide
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servants, military officers, politicians
and businessmen continue to enjoy a life
of ease and splendor while the northern
poor are trapped in the vicious cycle
of poverty, disease and ignorance. The
poor are held in mental captivity by the
elites’ repeated nostrums of a ‘southern’
threat and that they should do what
their political leaders tell them or else
their way of life would be overwhelmed
by Christians ‘down there in the south.’
This poor mass is only activated during
elections when their elites tell them who
to vote for.

But the cozy arrangement between
the northern elite and the impoverished
masses is now breaking down. The
real reason for the spate of banditry,
kidnapping, and Islamic insurgency
that have overwhelmed the northwest
and northeast is that the northern
poor are now revolting against their
socioeconomic condition. They are tired
of being told that their elite are protecting
them against the ‘south’ while in reality
their objective condition is misery and
want. The northern elite has responded
with the combined strategy of silence
and inaction. This is so because deep
down in their hearts they know the real
causes of the present northern malaise,
but the obvious solution — compulsory
and free education for the northern
masses and economic and social
programmes that will pull the latter out
of poverty — is one they do not intend to
implement.

The northern crisis is deep and long-
running. Mathew Hassan Kukah, the
Catholic Bishop of Sokoto Diocese
has been following in the footstep of
Aminu Kano and calling out the north’s
ruling elite. Kukah is a northerner and
knows, as the saying goes, where all the
bodies are buried. The northern elite has
responded to Kukah by orchestrating
attacks on him in the media. But Kukah
Is unrelenting. And he deserves praise
for this steadfastness. He should also be
supported. Voices all over the country
should further amplify what Bishop
Kukah is saying and demand that the
north educate its teeming poor and
stop the practice of using them as inert
cannon fodder.

The northern crisis is a Nigerian crisis.
The billions of Naira currently being
poured into containing Boko Haram in
the northeast and combating bandits in
the northwest could have been used in
launching massive health and education
programmes nationwide. What harms
the north invariably harms the rest of
the country. It is therefore imperative
that all Nigerians speak out against the
present failed politics of the northern
elite. |

Dr Okonta was until recently Leverhulme
Early Career Fellow in the Department of
Politics, University of Oxford. He presently
lives in Abuja.
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APC PRIMARIES AND NEED
FOR CREDIBLE CANDIDATES

TUN]JI OLAJIDE writes that the parties must ensure
that only men and women of impeccable character are

given the chance to emerge

In the last couple of days, it has been a
frenzy of activities for the political parties,
particularly the ruling All Progressives
Congress (APC) and the main opposition
party, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), as
they are involved in many engagements
to produce candidates that would fly the
flags of their parties in the coming 2023
general elections. Going by the time-table
released by the election management
body, the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC), all processes relating
to party primaries are to be concluded by
June 4, 2022.

That date is the deadline set by INEC

for the conclusion of the primaries and
submission of the names of successful
candidates to the electoral body. Some of
the parties had requested for extension of
the time, but INEC did not budge. Rather,
it insisted that it would go ahead with its
plans in accordance with the provisions of
the Electoral Amendment of Act of 2022.

It is against this background that the
parties are deeply engrossed in activities that
would ensure they comply with the INEC
deadline. The situation has provided an
ample opportunity for political incumbents
atvarious levels and new aspirants to square
up against each other as they variously
crisscross the land seeking the mandate of
the people.

It is, however, unfortunate to note
that many characters with questionable
credentials are springing up from different
directions as political aspirants. Given the
rough times the country has gone through
in the preceding years in the name of
political representation, it has become very
imperative that the parties must get their act
right this time around by ensuring that only
men and women of impeccable character,
integrity and pedigree are given the chance
to emerge. We cannot afford another
unpleasant experience of going to wander
aimlessly in the wilderness for another
tenure of four years.

As the parties prepare for their primaries,
they have a golden opportunity to screen
out unsuitable elements who are presently
strutting our political landscape, pretending
to be responding to the calls of their people
for them to run. The last seven years that
the APC had been in power as a ruling
party, it has not been a completely pleasant
experience for the electorate and indeed the
Nigerian people that voted it into powver.
If it seeks to return as a ruling party, it
must ensure that only credible leaders are
encouraged to emerge at all levels. Those
being screened to participate as candidates
in the primaries should be individuals that
reflect the true values of the party. They
must be credible people with exemplary
conduct; and not people of doubtful
pedigree. Those that have done well in
their present positions must be encouraged
to succeed in their aspirations so that they
would continue to give their people good
representation.

The party must do everything possible
to stop gangsters and the morally bankrupt
from getting its tickets as it goes into the
primaries. It is such characters that give
the party bad image across board. The
party cannot sit down and watch things go

wrong. Credible leaders are what the party
should be looking out for now.

For example, some of the Senators and
Representatives elected on the party's
platform have done very well that they
deserve to be returned. Such outstanding
members should be supported by the party
to return so that they can continue to give
credible representation and service to the
people. One of such elements is Senator
Tolu Odebiyi, a first timer in the Senate, who
represents the good people of Ogun West.
In the last three years, Odebiyi has shown
strong leadership, courage and effective
representation.

Within the period, he has done
excellently well to put the Ogun West
senatorial district on the political map of the
Nigerian federation through key bills and
motions he has introduced into the Senate
and numerous dividends of democracy
delivered to his constituents. One of the bills
which has been passed by the two chambers
of National Assembly and is waiting for
presidential assent is the National Institute
of Border Studies which is to be situated in
Imeko, one of the towns in his constituency.

It is important to note that Ogun West
shares border with Benin Republic. He had
argued that the existence of the Institute
would help in better and effective border
management in the country. It would
also help to address the issue of human
trafficking, illicit arms trade, smuggling of
banned goods and trans-border criminality.

One other key achievements he has
recorded and which is very dear to the
hearts of his people was the constitutional
change of the name of his area from Egbado
to Yewa. This has been listed in the Nigerian
Constitution and awaiting presidential
assent. He also pushed for the reopening
of the Nigerian borders which were closed
for about three years to check the influx of
sub-standard products into the country.
The border closure had negative impact on
his people, given their location as border
communities. He worked tirelessly both
within and outside the Senate to ensure
that those borders were reopened to give
a lifeline to his people. The result was the
recent reopening of those borders by Mr.
President. These laudable actions have been
well received by his people.

He has continued to champion the cause
of the people of Ogun West through his
scholarship schemes and numerous skills
acquisition and economic empowerment
programmes that have helped to provide
means of livelihood for a good number of
his constituents. He is presently pushing
hard for the intervention of the federal
government on the deplorable Sango
Ota-Abeokuta federal highway. He has
continued to engage the Minister of Works,
Babatunde Raji Fahola, on the matter.

But in all of this, a certain Senator from
a neighbouring State is making moves
to come into Ogun State to bid for the
Ogun West senatorial seat presently being
occupied by Odebiyi. This is capable of
creating unnecessary social tension and
disrupting the existing peace in the area.
Such unconscionable action should be
condemned by the leadership of the APC at
both State and national levels.

The APC cannot afford to lose the Ogun
West seat to the opposition. Odebiyi has
done very well in giving the constituency
effective and credible representation. He
should be encouraged and supported by
all men of goodwill to continue to lead the
way. Anybody that has too much money to
throw around should channel same to the
party's coffers to help it in improving its
fortunes in the coming elections. [ |

Olajide, a public affairs analyst,
writes from Abeokuta
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The north as a single bloc is incapable

of determining the presidency, argues
ALHASSAN FAROUK

THE NORTH AND THE
PRESIDENCY

There has been several attempts to
rationalize the divisive - and now obvious
- plot by some power-crazed northern
oligarchs to retain the presidency in
the northern region following the eight
years of Muhammadu Buhari, a man
who did little to foster national unity and
would leave behind a legacy marred by
allegations of naked nepotism.

Of them all, the one that has held
consistent and has been repeatedly put
forward by the foot soldiers willing
to stake their reputation for a political
betrayal and self-absorption that could
further weaken the country’s union and
jeopardize its continued existence as a
single entity, is the claim that a northern
candidate offers the brightest chance of
victory for either of the two major political
parties in 2023.

The reasoning, often portrayed as
pragmatic, is that the northern region’s
share of the population makes its
endorsement crucial to electoral victory
in national elections and if it takes a
northern candidate to appease the region
and obtain its endorsement, then other
concerns, including Nigeria’s foundin
principles of equity, must take the
backseat in the pursuit of this “win-at-all-
costs” strategy.

This servile approach, which canonizes
the interests of a single group in a multi-
ethnic country and encourages the

To win the
Presidency,
candidates are
required to secure a
degree of acceptance
in all regions of

the country with

the mandated 25
percent of votes in
at least 24 states

of the country’s 36.
Failure to secure
this before 2015
hobbled Buhari's bid
and reduced him to
a sectional figure,
appealing only to an
enclosed group

perpetual indulgence of their unfettered
appetite for power, ignores the political
realities of Nigeria and replaces that
reality with a simplistic caricature in
which the north, all 19 states of it, is
reduced to a single monolith ever
marching in one direction and with the
power to single-handedly determine
the presidency.

If that were true, Muhammadu
Buhari would have been elected
president in 2003, 2007, 2011 - his
three previous unsuccessful attempts
despite his popularity in the north and

mythical 12-million vote deposit. His
defeat on those occasions serve to prove
a point: that the north is not a monolith,
for Buhari was routinely rejected in
northern states such as Kebbi, Plateau,
Nasarawa and Taraba, due to historical
reasons that may prove too elaborate to
dissect in this essay.

The other point is that the north, as a
single bloc, is incapable of determining
the presidency. This is both a numerical
and constitutional reality. To win the
Presidency, candidates are required
to secure a degree of acceptance in
all regions of the country with the
mandated 25 percent of votes in at least
24 states of the country’s 36. Failure
to secure this before 2015 hobbled
Buhari’s bid and reduced him to a
sectional figure, appealing only to an
enclosed group.

The dynamics remain unchanged
and an understanding of it makes clear
that a dismissal of southern interests in
favor of yet another northern candidate
is neither pragmatic nor wise. Rather
the quickest route to defeat.

Equally concerning - and in fact
dangerous - is the message that such
an outcome would communicate. The
message that the northern region is to
be pacified and the south treated with
casual disdain. Nigeria cannot survive
such conceit and insensitivity, not when
secessionist calls, based on perceived
oppression and lack of inclusion, have
rattled the federation and refocused
attention on the country’s future.

It is also worth highlighting the
hypocrisy of those who, in 2015, rallied
against Goodluck Jonathan on the basis
that he betrayed a zoning arrangement,
but now regard the term “zoning”
as a strange, unfamiliar concept in
Nigeria’s politics.

They argue, dubiously, that emphasis
should be on competence, as if there
was ever atime leadership selection, and
pretty much the allocation of national
resources, has even been conducted in
Nigeria without serious care for equity
and balance.

Seeking legitimacy for their power
greed and lack of consideration, they
present their schemes as that of “the
people”, with the pretension that only
a northerner can satisfactorily protect
the interests of the north. But for all
his clannishness, under the watch of
Muhammadu Buhari, banditry has
emptied communities in the north, with
non-state actors successfully carving out
enclaves where they reign supreme.

Despite spending the most time in
charge of the country, whether as military
dictators or democratically elected
leaders, the northern oligarchs have
failed to translate their self-elevation to
meaningful development in their region,
which continues to lag in welfare and
social development indices.

Nigeria, all regions of her, does not exist
to massage the ego of a few men who
think governance and control of others is
their exclusive right. We cannot sacrifice
opportunities for progress, or downgrade
the legitimate aspirations of others, because
some people cannot stomach the idea
that in a plural democracy, stability and
success is impossible without mutual
compromise and inclusion. -

Farouk is former National Coordinator,
Arewa Political Forum of Nigeria
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Sometimes I believe it is best to take the
child’s approach to ye, which assumes no
limitation at all. Children set out to do things
without knowing that they are not supposed
to be able to do them -Les Brown

I{‘you travel the earth, you will find it is
argely divided into two classes of people
- people who say “I wonder why such and
such is not done” and people who say “Now
who is going to prevent me from doing that
thing? ~-Winston Churchill

fter exchanging our usual initial

pleasantries, my Billionaire Friend

shared yet another ‘little mystery’

with me. The conversation revolved
around what he called a can-do mindset and
how it is an essential element for building
wealth.

In his words, “Generally, wealth building
requires a can-do mindset. This mindset must
be devoid of casting blames and excuses. And
this mindset grows from years of building
competencies, continuous acquisition of
knowledge, burning desire for success,
commitment and unwavering focus on achieving
goals. With these and other positive natural
attributes, wealth-builders have a high chance of
building extraordinary lives. Having a mindset
that fuels defiance and grittiness helps you
face life’s challenges head-on”.

“A simple look into students” attitudes at
examination centres can teach us something
about this Can-Do mindset. An aura of
confidence oozes out from a student who has
prepared well for an exam, and most times,
they pass excellentg. Athletes also have this
same attitude, and they come to sports events
brimming with confidence and zeal. I am of
the opinion that a sportsman who does not
believe he can win has a hi]%h chance of failing.
Everything about life and human endeavours
requires a positive attitude and thinking for
producing good results”.

“There is a reason many authors widely
discuss positive thinking as an ingredient for
success in all spheres of human endeavours. It
is common for unsuccessful people to blame
others, blame their environment, and give
good excuses for their failures”.

“Growing up, we had a neighbour who
blamed “Capital” for failing to succeed as a
big-time printer. He was an excellent printer,
however, he had to rely on other printing
presses for printing the jobs he obtained from
clients. Unfortunately, until he died, he did
not acquire his printing press. There were
also other neighlgours, who blamed lack of
capital for not being able to build their own
homes and died as tenants”.

“Meanwhile, back then on Lagos Mainland,
landed properties were comparatively very
cheap. Yet such tenants kept blamin f;ck of
capital for not bein% able to buy land. At the
same time, many of their co-tenants devoted
time and energy to plan and gradually build
caﬁ)ital to buy their properties. Many others
who kept offering excuses, blaming lack of
money and poor economy, ended up as tenants
till they eventually died. They kept casting
blame and making excuses for their inability to
act, take advantage of available opportunities
and plan appropriately. This trait can also be
found amongst potential wealth builders. You
should see how wealth builders are staying
aloof and doing nothin%{ while blaminf% their
situation on Nigeria’s high rate of inflation,
cost of capital, badly managed Naira exchanfge
rate, and poor safety of life and properties, for
their failures in building wealtﬁ. Whereas,
under these same circumstances, other wealth
builders with the “can-do” mindset are taking
advantage of these same circumstances to
build wealth”.

Wealth Building Requires Can-do-mentality,

Devoid of Excuses and Casting Blames

Artist Impression of my Billionaire Friend

°
Generally, wealth building
requires a can-do mindset
which mustbe devoid of casting
blame and excuses, as reasons
for inabilities, efforts and poor
attempts at succeeding. This
“can-do mindset”, grows from
years of building competencies,
the continuous acquisition of
knowledge, burning desire for
successes, commitment and
unwavering focus on setting
goals

“Generally, human successes are best
achieved by observing our environments
and staying on the lookout for untapped
opportunities. No matter how bad the
environment of successful wealth-builders
may be, they end up spotting the ripe and
hanging fruits of opportunities which are
waiting to be plucked by discerning and
smart wealth builders. Thus, wealth builders
who have taken the time and effort to take
advantage of all the values and attributes
that have been discussed in our previous
conversations, will always succeed, no matter
how bad their environment may be. History
has it that many wealth builders made their
wealth during the second world war, between
1939-1945. There were also others who made
their wealth in the accompanying economic
depression after the war, %]}Irl searching,
probing, investigating, and looking out for
opportunities hanging out there. These all
require wisdom, knowledge, skills, and a
strong positive attitude toward life”.

“Casting blame and excuses are self-
destructive and do not go well with building
wealth. Humans are not built to be passive
and complacent. Man was not designed to
lie down doing nothing and blaming others
for their inability to be successful in life”.

“Sportsmen spend hours and days preparing

for their success by training hard and
exercising. Scholars prepare for their successes
by reading extensively, continuously acquiring
knowledge, researching and devouring books.
Wealth builders too, generally only succeed
from searching for hanging, yet-to-be tapped
opportunities, acquiring basic skills, literacy
and knowledge about finance and economics
and growing their competencies for taking
advantage of the opportunities arising from
their surrounding enges. Such enges
include environmental, climatic, economic,
financial, scarcity of goods and services,
exchange rate mismanagement and many
others. We had mentioned in our earlier
sessions individuals such as Femi Otedola,
Aliko Dangote and a host of others who
with this can-do mindset took advantage
of the OEportunities in the environment to
create phenomenal wealth”.

THIS MINDSET YOU TALK
ABOUT, IS IT INNATE OR
ACQUIRED?

“The “can-do” mindset, which can also
be referred to as positive thinking, has an
element of innateness. There are people that
are naturally pessimistic. They never see
success in any endeavour. Most times, life
gets hard for them. In life, those who give
excuses and cast blame struggle to succeed.
However, people who have a positive attitude
towards ]jj}é have a high chance of succeeding,
regardless of how many times they experience
failure in their journey”.

“A good historical example is Abraham
Linco]%m He competed many times before
finally becoming President of the United States
of America. There are many examples to cite
of those who climbed and failed many times
before eventually succeeding to reach their
heights. The process of achieving success
in life is not a piece of cake. It is generally
tasking, arduous and can be disturbing.
It requires personal sacrifices of energy,
resources, reading, trying, failing and rising.
Many times people tell me that, I must
like the selfless sacrifices that I make of m
time, resources, needs and energy, whic
accounts for why I go on, making such
sacrifices. But I laugh in response to their
ignorance. I engage in those sacrifices and
hard work, mainly because of eventually
achieving my goal of reza:‘)mg happiness and
lasting selfless legacies from those ongoing
sacrifices and hard work. Indeed also, the
process of building wealth is not an easy
one. It involves making similar sacrifices,
with the success being expected, helping to
Eump up the energies of wealth builders and

eeping them going. Such expected success
can be likened to that of a first-class student,
who spends all his time and energy reading
and researching. This same is exactly what
happens with wealth builders who take
advantage of opportunities around them by
positively thinking, aspiring and overcomin:
confronting challenges to their endeavours”.

WHY DOES IT SEEM

ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING?
“Generally, a negative attitude, as earlier

discussed, here leac%s to failure. This question

attitude o

o
The can-do mindset which sums up positive thinking has some
element of innateness. Some people are naturally pessimistic
in nature.They never see any success in any endeavor.They are
therefore §enerally unsuccessful. Those with such an innate
casting blame and giving excuses and who wait

for others to do things for them, generally do not succeed

has been globally covered by famous authors.
Of particular reference, is Dr Norman Vincent
Peale, who wrote the book, “Power of positive
thinking”.

“Dr Vincent Peale, a clergyman, has written
about forty-six books on issues around positive
thinking. ‘Power of positive thinking’ is his
most powerful book on the subject. In that
book, he clearly stated that, to succeed in
life as with wealth building, people must
believe in everything they do. Wealth builders
must be kind to themselves. That is, kind to
themselves in the sense of not overworking
themselves. They should give themselves
time to attend to their health and wellbeing
whilst pursuing wealth building. The author
also clearly states that positive thinkers must
build new power and determination at every
time. He goes on to espouse that, like others,
wealth builders must renew their energy at
all levels, as they proceed in building their
wealth.

YOUR WORST EXPERIENCE
AND HOW DID YOU
OVERCOME IT?

“My worst obstacle has been in the quality
of Nigeria’s human capital. The human capital
of Nigeria is full of people who are out to
out-manoeuvre wealth builders and make illicit
1glains at the expense of wealth builders. The

uman capital of Nigeria is unfortunately full
of people with poor reputations and integrity,
who always want to cut corners at the expense
of other people. These include government
officials, who without any iota of human
feelings or empathy whatsoever, always
make things difficult for wealth builders .
This is the worst obstacle wealth builders
face in Nigeria. This is possibly why private
investment in Nigeria is fast dying and why
factories and manufacturers are fast closing
and moving away from Nigeria, to saner
countries. ”l%us is why our productive ability
as a nation is fast declining. This is why our
economy as a nation is mostly based on poor
quality and poor performing assets”.

MISTAKES ARE PART OF THE
PROCESS?

“Human endeavors cannot and should not
be expected to be perfect. Only the work of
God is perfect. Man can only strive for the
unreachable assumptions of God. All man’s
endeavours and activities should therefore
be factored with the expectation of human
mistakes in anticipation of expectations at the
building, forecasting and budgeting for wealth,
by wealth builders. Wealth building must go
through the process of planning, forecasting
and taking into consideration contingencies
that would/may arise. It is these contingencies
that people sometimes call mistakes. They
should not be seen as mere mistakes, but
controllable, uncontrollable, poorly prepared
and unplanned contingencies which are of
usual occurrence in wealth building. In basic
financial management, experts make plans
and provide for such contingencies ahead of
their occurrences. This allows wealth builders
to apply one of the most important elements
of basic accounting, which is the concept
of Contingency. The contingency concept
guides wealth builders to avoid making
provisions ahead of expected profits but
Frovides for them to make provisions for

uture losses”.

“In general, wealth builders who aim to
succeed must develop their competency level
in the area chosen for building their wealth.
They must develop knowledge, tinancial literacy,
posttive thinking and positive attitude for
successful wealth building. To do otherwise,
such wealth builders are only assured of
eventual failures”
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Late High Chief (Dr.)
O.B. Lulu-Briggs, OON, DCF,

Iniikeiroari V of Kalabari Kingdom
The Emine of Kalabari Kingdom
Paramount Head, Briggs Oruwari House of Abonnema

“The pain passes, but the beauty remains.” —Pierre Auguste Renoir

“What you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone monuments,
but what is woven into the lives of others.” —Thucydides

“What we once enjoyed and deeply loved we can never lose, _ J
for all that we love deeply becomes part of us.” —Helen Keller &y - 4

--------
......

You gave so much of yourself to us, not a single day goes by
without us thinking about you!

We focus on the priceless times we had together, and the
incredible memories!

On every birthday of yours, we will continue to celebrate the legendary
life you lived and the remarkable memories you left in our hearts.

Q{afa{u{ @oﬂ’fmﬂmw 3&@%&{@0{
Qur Beloved Dad.

Fondly remembered by:
Chief (Barr) Dumo O.B Lulu-Briggs,

Ebuye-Lulu (ll), Iniikeiroari (VI) of Kalabari Kingdom,
The Paramount Head of Oruwari Brf_ti;gs War Canoe House of Abonnema

for the entire Lulu-Briggs family
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Reordering World Disorder and Neutrality:
Finland-Sweden and NATO versus

hen the French people came up with the
ideaofanorderand counter-orderamount-
ing to disorder, it was largely predicated
on the belief that the stakeholders are
operating from different backgrounds that
areon parallel lines.The stakeholders are
therefore not together. Today, the world
is witnessing an order and counter-order within the association
of the Nuclear Weapons States all of which constitute the Five
Permanent Members (P-5) of the United Nations Security Council.
The P-5 constituted themselves into an exclusive nuclear club to
which no new member can have access without first complying
with Article 108 of the United Nations Charter.

Article 108 stipulates that'amendments to the present Charter
come into force for all Members of the United Nations when they
have been adopted by a vote of two-thirds of the Members of the
General Assembly and ratified in accordance with their respective
constitutional processes by two-thirds of the Members of the United
Nations, including all the Permanent Members of the Security
Council:Theinsistence onratification that includes the vote of the
P-5is the stumbling block. It is within this context that the current
world disorder, induced by Russia’s special military intervention
in Ukraine and the critical imbroglio generated for Finland’s and
Sweden's neutrality ininternational relations, becomes anissue for
further reflection by international relations scholars.

Professor Bolaji Akinwande Akinyemi renewed the question of
neutrality during the 95th Session of his every Thursday thruMYeyes
currentinternational affairs on May 5,2022 (vide https://syncterface.
zoom). He asked whether the regime of neutrality would be no
more in international relations. A very moot question indeed. We
observethat the quest by Finland and Sweden, two States that have
adopted foreign policy neutrality in theirforeign relations, toaccede
tothe North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) may not stop the
neutrality of the two countries but has the potential to seriously serve
as a catalyst in deepening the emerging new Cold War between
the US-led NATO and Russia. This is simply because membership
of the NATO is of two categories: political and military. The very
case of France protesting the US mainmise and non-preliminary
consultations with France, especially as regards implementation
of Article 5 of the NATO led to the withdrawal of France from the
integrative membership of the NATO and the movement of the
NATO headquarters from Paris to Brussels.

Explained differently, Finland and Sweden may adopt the French
model, accepting military integration subject to preliminary agree-
ment, meaning that neutrality may remain intact. But again, how
can neutrality remain when the ultimate objective of Finland and
Sweden joining the NATO s because of security protection? Without
doubt, the world is challenged by disorderliness because the P-5
thatare required to maintain or enforce global peace are atlogger
heads by proxy warin Europe and Africa. Russia is engaged inadog
fight with the EU while France is confronted by Russia in Africa to
the extent that there are campaigns of unwanted France in some
Francophone Countries, particularly in Mali.

World Disorder and Neutrali

The most recent manifestation of global disorderis Russia’s special
military intervention in Ukraine which has not only challenged the
democracy and human rights advocacy-driven world order of the
United States butalso threatened and prompted Finland and Sweden
toseekmembership of the NATO. Finland and Swedenare considered
to have a foreign policy of neutrality in the Cold War era. But their
neutrality is now a subject of international interest and inquiry: has
neutrality come toan end with the decision of Finland and Sweden
tojoin the NATO? What are the likely implications of the member-
ship for Russia- NATO relations? What are also the implications for
Russia-China ties? And perhaps most significantly, what are the
effects on Russia-European Union relations? The global disorderli-
ness is largely intrinsic in these questions. The NATO, inclusive of
the potential members, are positioning themselves for a military
fightwith Russia. Three nuclear powers - United States, Britain,and
France - are strategizing against two other nuclear powers - Russia,
supported by China.The non-neutrality of Finland and Sweden, by
seeking membership of the NATO, is the catalytic dynamic of the
aggravating new world disorderliness.

Forinstance, the United States welcomes the interest of Finland
and Sweden to join the NATO. The two countries submitted their
application forms on Wednesday, 18 May 2022.The US President,
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JoeBiden, considering the two countries as long time, stalwart
partners, noted that'while theirapplications for NATO member-
ship are being considered, the United States will work with
Finland and Sweden to remain vigilant against any threats to
our shared security, and to deter and confront aggression or
the threat of aggression!

As good and welcome a development this may be, Turkey,
anothersignatory totheNATO, whichalsohastheright of veto by
virtue of thefact that every membership bid of the organisation
must be approved unanimously by NATO’s 30 members, is not
holistically in support of the membership of Finland and Sweden
because the two countries are allegedly providing a safe haven
tothe Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) thatis outlawed in Turkey.
In the eyes of Turkey, the two countries, Sweden to a greater
extent, are playing host to wanted terrorists. Besides, Turkish
president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, has also accused Sweden
ofimplementing arms sanctions against Turkey following the
Turkish cross-borderincursion into Syriain 2019.

Apartfromthis, theattitudinal calculation of Turkeyis defensive-
offensivein strategic calculation, retorsion and reprisal-driven
indiplomatic negotiation, and self-affirmatory within the NATO
framework.Withoutany jot of doubt, the relationship between
Turkey and the United States has not been good becauseTurkey
purchased Russian S-400 defence system overwhich the United
States has developed cold feet. When Turkey received the Rus-
sian S-400 defence system, the United States removed Turkey
fromits key F-35 fighter jet programme. Additionally, Professor
Mensur Akgun of the Kultur University in Istanbul, has said
that’Ankara has been under US sanctions over F-35 fighter jets
and is not happy about it’ (Aljazeera.com). Most significantly,
Turkey is condemning the United States for supporting the
armed Kurdish groups even though it recognises the PKKas a
terrorist organisation, particularly during its fight against the

l lDbAlready, Africahasbeen dividedalong proponents and opponents of Russian special military interventionin Ukraine. The

lematic now is how toreconcile likely replacement of French influencein Africawith Russianinfluence being sustained by the
Wagner group of mercenaries. For France, the presence of the Wagner Group inWest Africaand insome African countries (Libya,
Sudan, and Central African Republic), is to exploit the mineral resources of Mali and the region. More inquisitively, it is surprising
thatFrance could bemuch concerned about Russian exploitation of African resources when the main complaint about Franceis

that sheis less focused onmilitary security and more interested in the protection of French economicinterests in Africa.Infact,

if the French want todeploy theirunwanted soldiers in Malito Niger Republic, it is because of the strategicmineral resources like
uraniuminNiger. So, France s struggling to prevent the replacement of her influence with that of Russiaand Francophone Africa
is challenged by how toreconcile Russianinterests in Africawith Francophone Africaninterests in theabsence of France. Thus, to
whatextent can the mounting anti-French sentiments go? Can there be orderliness resulting fromorder and counter-order? Can

Africawithout Franceis avacuum that Russiamay notbe able tofillwithease

Francebe accusing Russia of what she is doing in Africa? This is time to re-order the current global disorderliness. Francophone ’ ’

—-rance- Mali Saga

ISILin the 2010s.

Expectedly, the European Union is actively in support of the
Finland-Swedish membership. According to the EU Foreign Affairs
Chief, Joseph Borrel, the membership‘will increase the number of
Member States of the NATO. And this will strengthen and increase
the cooperation and the security in Europe!But true enough also,
while cooperation among NATO countries will be increased, so will
the opposition of Russia be also strengthened, especially that Rus-
sia’s military intervention in Ukraine is basically because of Russia’s
vehement opposition to the expansion of the NATO towards the
international borders of Russia.

As cautioned by Russia, even if the two countries are not perceived
to constitute a threat to Russia, if they join the NATO, Russia could
deploy nuclearweaponsinits European enclave of Kaliningrad and
would respond, especially if the military infrastructure in the two
countries were to be boosted by the NATO. As noted by the deputy
Russian Foreign Minister, Sergei Ryabkov, the Swedish and Finish
membership of the NATO is'another grave mistake with far-reaching
consequences...The security of Sweden, like Finland, for that matter,
will not be strengthened as a result of this decision, it is obvious to
us. And in what form we will ensure our security after the changein
this general configuration is a separate question. It will depend on
what, in practical terms, will be the result of the expected accession
of Finland and Swedento thealliance. There are noillusions that we
will put up with it!If it is expected that Russia will reciprocate the
admission of Finland and Sweden into the NATO, what will be the
format of the reciprocal treatment?

Thus,itis crystal clearthat the dispute is not simply between Russia
and Ukraine. It is a priori between Russia and the NATO countries.
For Russia, the purpose of war is national security. For the NATO
members, the purpose is defence of freedom and democracy in
Ukraine.The battle ground for the war is neitherin any of the NATO
member State yet, nor on Russian soil. It isin Ukraine that is bearing
the brunt of the hot war. The devastating effects are taking place
in Ukraine as the United States and its allies have made it clear that
they do not want to have any direct confrontation with Russia for
fear of not deepening the war to global scale.

With orwithoutawaronaglobal scale, the world has been sharply
divided into proponents and opponents of theimbroglio. Theissue
of neutrality is not only raised at the level of Finland and Sweden
whose neutrality status may be eventually thrown into the dustbin
of history, butas well raised at the level of all other countries of the
world who may have to decide on which side to support or not to
support, thus again raising the question of non- alignment. In this
regard, is neutrality synonymous with non-alignment?

Ithas been observed that'Sweden’s commitment to neutrality has
not meant thatthe countryis passive in international arenas.To the
contrary, neutrality has for decades dovetailed with“international
activism”and thearticulation of international law and collective action’
(see UlfBjereld and Ulrika Moller,“Swedish Foreign Policy: The Policy
of Neutralityand Beyond,'in John Pierre, ed., The Oxford Handbook of
Swedish Politics, December 2015). Does engagementininternational
activism imply neutrality or non-alignment? Whatever is the case,
itis neutrality that explains the independence of a sovereign state.

As regards Finland, TeijaTiilikainen has observed that'neutrality
constituted the core of Finnish foreign and security policy during
the Cold War era and that the ‘Finnish policy of neutrality leaned
on firm domestic support implying that no alternative policy lines
were seriously proposed’(Teija Tiilikainen, “The Finnish Neutrality:
Its New Forms and Future,’link.springer.com).

Whatever is the present and future of neutrality of both Finland
and Sweden, the truthis that neutrality is precisely what s currently
deepening disorderliness in international relations. For reasons of
national security and for fears of uncertainty over Russian attitude
towards them, Finland and Sweden have decided to jointhe NATOin
the beliefthat their national security will be better protected. Butin
the eyes of Russia, theirmembership is a mistake. Their membership
cannot but bring the international borders of the NATO directly
closer to Russia. Finland has 1,340 km (830 miles) with Russia. By
implication, Russiahas NATO, as a body, as its contiguous neighbour
by propinquity. There is therefore a Cold War between Russia, sup-
ported by China, on the one hand, and the NATO countries, on the
other. A hot war between the two opposing camps is already in
the making.Thisis the foundation of the new global disorderliness.

Russia and Africa without France

Anotherfoundationforthe new global disorderlinessis the agitation
fora New African Order in which neo-colonialism, and particularly
Frenchinfluencein Francophone Africa will not only be brought toits
barest minimum but replaced with Russianinfluence. Reductionin
Frenchinfluence in Africais not the problem directly responsible for
global disorderliness per se, especially by requesting that the 5000
Frenchtroopsin Mali,forexample, should be withdrawn.The political
lullis that France is newly being seen as an agent of perpetuation
of re-colonisation and socio-economic exploitation.

Inthis regard, France has been variously accused. At the epicentre
oftheallegationsis the consideration that since 2013, Malians have
beenincreasingly subjected toterrorist attacks. The mission of French
troopsin Maliis not seen to be succeeding. The Malian people have
felt so insecure more than ever before that they now believe that
the solution toinsecurity is to declare the French troops unwanted.

Read full article online - www.thisdaylive.com
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FROM OBSCURITY TO STARDOM

IBRAHIM ABDULLAHI contends
that Jack-Rich is capable of
transforming the nation

“If 1, who was a 10-year-old village
orphan, a canoe paddler and fisher boy from
the womb of a 42-year- old village garri and
tomatoes hawker, who died because she
couldn’t afford her medical bills can get here,
you too can”

- Jack-Rich

It was not exactly the same kind of event
compared with that of Barack Obama’s 2004
“my presence on thisstage is pretty unlikely”
Democratic National Convention speech
in Boston, Massachusetts. Yet the narratives
bear similarity in the context of coming

from relative obscurity to stardom, blazing
the trail of extraordinary accomplishments.
While one actually made it to the presidency,
the other is still in the womb of time. The All
Progressives Congress (APC) presidential
aspirant and industrialist, Mr. Tein TS
Jack-Rich, who is quoted above relieved
such emotional recollections about his
background in relation to his aspirations,
leadership and indeed human development
and societal renewal during his formal
declaration for president at the Congress
Hall of the Transcorp Hillton, Abuija, recently.

As he told his supporters, party leaders,
friends and associated who graced the
event, at the end of his travails, the sense of
purpose and determination and hard work
to succeed triumphed and fortune smiled
on him, not only attending some of the best
schools in the world including Harvard,
Stanford and LSE but also climbed the
ladder of progress as one of Nigeria’s most
successful industrialists being the President
of Belemaoil Producing Limited, the first
indigenous oil exploration and production
in the country.

Jack-Rich, a renowned philanthropist,
affirmed that his is a success story the nation
needs for transformation, to duly rejig our
collective reality in tandem with a sense of
purpose and move forward. It was indeed
atimely admonition to the people especially
the youths who should not allow their
prevailing circumstances determine their
aspirations to be successful in life. Like
Obama, we now see aman who had literally
lost everything, having lost his parents at
age 10, becoming a man of the moment,
running for president with burgeoning
name recognition and popularity; calling
on Nigerians to trust his leadership and
judgment because he has the solutions to
our problems.

Of course, that will be decided by the
APC delegates at their convention at the end
of May but the truth is that the young, affable
and patriotic Tein Jack-Rich would be agood
president if given the opportunity judging
by the depth of his presentation on that
night, intellectual enterprise and tack record
on the basic steps to take in reinventing and
reviving our nation. He spoke with candour
and sounded so convincing as he cautioned
Nigerians that 2023 would be a critical year

for the country.

Aside the grass to grace story, however, it
was a night of deep insights into the Nigerian
condition, which he said required urgent
action to re-order our realities and change
course for national development. It won’t be
easy but as the presidential hopeful poured
through the gamut of our national woes, even
with comparative analysis with the western
world, particularly on the critical socio-
economic indices, he gave some promising
overview of what he could do to turn things
around with his dynamic and strategic
leadership. Jack-Rich manifesto concentrates
on the economy, security, empowerment,
affordable health and education where
technology and innovation will be a priority.
Inherent in Jack-Rich postulation here is the
need to have our young boys and girls who
go to the university have certain skills to
provide the needed knowledge base and
value to grow the local economy.

Jack-Rich  presented a comparative
evaluation of how precarious our situation
stands thus: ”The global economy is about
$33tn and the continent of Africa is just
three percent of the global value chain.
That’s about $2.5tn...it is struggling with the
economy of California which has a GDP of
$3.6tn. “California is about the size of Lagos
and Ogun states in South West, Nigeria
and Nigeria is just 19.8 percent of Africa’s
GDP. That's worrisome”. As a trained
economist, the 47-year old outlined several
of the economic steps to take in this direction:
massive job creation, building a strong
currency, engaging the G7 economies and
negotiating our place in the comity of nations
as well as making Nigerians respected
abroad once again. Others are consistent fiscal
policies and pro-private sector policies that
will engender productivity and becoming an
export-based economy by producing what
we eat rather than being a dumping ground
for imported goods.

Jack-Rich promised to create 26,000 jobs
in every local government in his first one
year in office, totaling 20 million jobs, open
up the economy and ensure an end to the
unbridled loans. Also in some specific terms,
the presidential hopeful enunciated some
zonal industrial enterprises to further create
jobs and boost the national economy:. In this
respect, he gave insight into the creation of
certain economic entities like the Digital City
and Health Tech Centre in the South \Westand
Technology Hub in the South Eastand similar
enterprises in the Noorth East, North West and
North Central with relative comparative
advantages based on local peculiarities. On
the issue of insecurity, he also proffered an
economic-based solution, premising the
challenge on lack of opportunities, adding
that with opportunities widely spread
out to the perpetrators, insecurity will die
naturally. Jack-Rich observed: “I don’t believe
in assault or missiles. | believe in economic
bombardment. Youths, boys and girls
are doing wrong things to survive. That’s
because opportunity has shrunk.

Todiscerning observers who listened to his
presentationandfamiliarwith histrackrecord,
when Jack-Rich said his heart is for humanity;
he actually meant it. Of course, this can better
be understood with regard to the extent and
impact of his unusual philanthropy over the
years covering education through local and
foreign scholarships, qualitative healthcare,
infrastructure and some innovative and
strategic economic empowverment across the
country. He’s is truly a patriot and Nigerian
for all Nigerians. Jack-Rich, hopefully; is on
the cusp of history at the APC presidential
primaries. u

Abdullahi writes from Abuja

A VOTE FOR HARMONY
AND STABILITY

Ahmad Lawan has what it takes to lead Nigeria,
argues HASSAN KYARI NGURU

The Senate President Senator Ahmad
Lawan is right now one of the leading
presidential aspirants of the governing APC
for the 2023 general elections. His entrance
into the presidential race is a game changer
and it opens a new chapter in Nigeria’s
democratic journey. As a politician and a
leader, Senator Ahmad Lawan has been active
on the political stage since 1999 —and needs no
introduction nationwide. He has been in the
legislature since 1999 as wvell; rising from the
House of Representatives to the pinnacle, as the
chairman of the National Assembly and Senate
President. The increasing support he is getting
across the nation is a clear testimony of his
impeccable record of leadership and patriotism
—and commitment to making Nigeria work.

Senator Ahmad Lawan has been leading the
affairs of the upper chamber of the National
Assembly in a way that established mutual
respect between the legislature and the
executive. He is leading by firmly protecting
the independence of the legislature and putting
Nigeria and Nigerians first — in everything.
His leadership, so far, shows the evolution
of the Nigerian legislature; carrying out its
constitutional duties without acrimony or
unnecessary drama. This is a remarkable
achievement because it has brought the
stability and the harmony that are key to
making governance work for Nigerians.

The ninth senate under the leadership
of Senator Ahmad Lawan had also carried
out amendment of key legislations,
many important nominees’ screenings,
parliamentary investigations — and also
carried out many oversight functions
diligently and effectively. Anyone conversant
with the past of the National Assembly can
easily understand why it is important to
mention this as achievement. At the level of
his legislative responsibilities Senator Ahmad
Lawan has facilitated and attracted many
development projects to his constituency and
Yobe State in general.

Senator Ahmad Lawan has so far
demonstrated exceptional ability to solving
problems. One of the reasons why Nigeria
will benefit from his leadership is his
commitmenttoyouthand job creation. He has
been offering empowerment opportunities
to his constituents in so many sectors. In
September 2020 he sponsored the training
of youths in the area of GSM technology.
The training was conducted at the three
senatorial zones of Yobe State. At least 1000
youths benefitted from the training that also
includes hands-on on hardware, software
and entrepreneurship development.

Giving youths what can be described
as ‘skills of the moment’ is a way of
preparing them for the future. Through
his various empowerment projects youth
have acquired skills and employment that
enable them to realize their potential.

Education can be described as the
priority of Senator Ahmad Lawan,
annually awarding scholarship to youth
from all the local governments of Yobe
North. He built schools across the six local
governments of his senatorial district. The
schools provided a model that helps in
increasing school enrolment and making
education accessible to rural communities.
Has been offering scholarships and other
forms of educational support. He also
facilitated the establishment of ICT Park in
Nguru town. In the area of roads, Senator
Ahmad Lawan has already achieved the
reconstruction of Nguru-Gashua road and
Gashua-Baymari road. Through his efforts
the Federal Executive Council approved

the construction of Gasamu—Amshi—
Gogaram road at the cost of N14.5
billion. For years Ahmad Lawan has
been sponsoring free animal vaccination
which protects against Contagious
Bovine Pleuro Pneumonia (CBPP). The
lawmaker is also undertaking urban and
rural roads, water provision and solar
streetlights projects across the six local
governments that constitute Yobe north
senatorial district. In fact, there will not
be enough space to list the numerous
projects Senator Lawan attracted to the
people he is representing across Yobe

north.

The achievement of Ahmad Lawan
in improving the lives of the people
who elected him is a clear pointer to his
leadership and prospects if given the
chance to lead Nigeria.

Leading the bold step towards giving
Nigeria a better electoral system is one
of the outstanding achievements of
Ahmad Lawan that demonstrates
his commitment to the development
of the country. The passage of the
Electoral Act (2022) will improve the
nations electoral system. The new
electoral act will enhance the quality
of party primaries, as well as provide
an electronic voter register. Under
the new Act, the use of electronic
devices such as smart card readers,
electronic voting machines and other
technological devices, is allowed in
the accreditation process for voters
and in the general conduct of elections.
The new Electoral Act also provides
for electronic transmission of election
results.

At the centre of the focus of the
National Assembly under his leadership
is using the legislature to make Nigeria
and Nigerians better. Politically, Senator
Lawan has been loyal and dedicated to
championing the ideals and values of the
APC. Giving Senator Lawan the chance
to lead Nigeria is a way of keeping the
nation on the right track of progress and
development. He has all the potential
to move the nation forward, unify the
country and solidify our democracy. g

Hassan Kyari writes from
Bulabulin Ward, Nguru, Yobe State
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PARTIES AND THE NOMINATION PROCESS

The process through which the candidates emerge is critical, and must be transparent

nstrictcompliance withthe guidelinesand timetable

of the Independent National Electoral Commission

(INEC) for the 2023 general election, political parties

in the country must have commenced the process

for the nomination of their candidates for various

offices. These public offices include, national and
state assemblies, governorship, and the presidency. The
outcome of these primaries, especially in the leading
political parties, will offer Nigerians glimpses of what to
expect at the election proper and the kind of leaders to
emerge.

However, for the first time under the current
dispensation, only elected delegates from each of the
774 local governments are
legally allowed to vote in
the primaries of the various
political parties, by virtue
of the current enabling
law. This development
arose principally
because we have a self-

serving political elite.
While the lawmakers
were  obsessed  with

inserting the contentious Section 84 (12) in the process
of amending the electoral act, just to whittle the
powers of governors in the nomination process, they
inadvertently removed themselves and other elected
public officials (at all levels) from the list of ‘statutory
delegates’. There was no indication as at last night
that President Muhammadu Buhari would sign the
hasty amendment to the amended electoral act 2022.
The implication is that all elected officials (including
national assembly members) have been excluded from
voting in the nomination process of the political parties
for the 2023 general election.

Even without that self-sabotage by the federal
lawmakers, the challenge at hand is no less daunting.
Unlike the fringe parties that often announce names
of candidates against different offices after some hollow
rituals, the big parties cannot afford such luxury without
consequences at the polls. In the main opposition Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), primaries to elect candidates
for the state house of assembly were expected to hold
yesterday while that for the house of representatives
should hold today, 22 May. Senatorial primaries should
hold tomorrow, 23 May while the special convention
where delegates from across the country will elect the

It is paramount that party leaders ensure that the rules and
regulations governing the primaries are binding on every
participant and that they play fair. That will

create confidence in the system
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Letters to the Editor

presidential standard bearer is scheduled for Saturday;,
28 May. As for the ruling All Progressives Congress
(APQ), primaries for the house of representatives and
governorship candidates are slated for Thursday 26
May with primaries for candidates into the senate and
states houses of assembly scheduled for the next day;,
28 May. The party’s presidential primaries should
hold next Sunday, 29 May. Given the tight schedule
by INEC, the parties have little rooms to maneuver,
even though both the APC and PDP appear to be
desperate.

Meanwhile, to the extent that credible election
is a basic requirement of democratic governance
and an antidote to civil
disorder, it is important
that the nomination of
candidates by all the parties
be transparent and based
on popular participation in
which aspirants and their
members are availed a
level-playing field. We also
hope that there will be no
interference or imposition
of candidates in the name of “consensus’, especially for
critical executive positions. Ata period the nation needs
innovative leaders at all levels of government, the
process through which the candidates emerge is critical
and should not be compromised by unwholesome
practices. As we have highlighted on several occasions,
if intra-party primaries are flawed, as they have been
over the years, it is a given that the outcomes of such
exercise cannot deliver on good governance. That is
also clear from the state of the country today.

Ordinarily, the essence of the primaries is to
give party members the opportunity to help the
democratic process by nominating for election people
with character and competence. But in the past,
party primaries were marred by widespread fraud,
monetisation and lack of respect for democratic norms
and competition. With the process usually hijacked by
sundry godfathers and overbearing public officials,
democratic choice has most often been subverted. It
is therefore paramount that party leaders ensure that
the rules and regulations governing the primaries are
binding on every participant and that they play fair.
That will create confidence in the system and save the
country from the apparent storm ahead.

Letters in response to specific publications in THISDAY should be brief(150-200 words) and straight to the point. Interested readers may send such letters along with their

contact details to opinion@thisdaylive.com. e also welcome comments and opinions on topical local, national and international issues provided they are well-written
and should also not be longer than (950-1000 words). They should be sent to opinion@thisdaylive.com along with the email address and phone numbers of the writer
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PARTY PRIMARIES AND THE BEAUTY OF DEMOCRACY

Inthecourseofhistorythosewhohavebeen  can pave.

Internal party wrangling must be

able to appreciate more than others the
gift that democracy gives in the ballot
box are those able to draw a distinction
between the atrocities of autocracy and
the blessedness of democracy because
they have experienced both.

In 1999, after more than a decade
during which Nigeria was subjected
to all manner of indignities by
military dictators the culmination of
which was the annulment of the 1993
presidential election, the dawn of
democracy finally snapped the long,
uninterrupted period autocracy had
enjoyed.

With the transition to democracy
precipitated by the death of Nigeria's last
dictator in 1998, a new constitution was
minted for the country in 1999, and with it,
the return to democracy and elections. Mr.
Olusegun Obasanjo became president in
1999 as Nigeria was finally set on the path
to genuine progress that only democracy

It has been 23 years now and gratefully,
Nigeria is yet to make a costly detour
from the path of democracy as it remains
the only path which gives Nigeria the
most desirable options. With the return to
democracy has come the return of elections
which give Nigerians ample opportunities
to determine who will govern them from
time to time.

Elections in Nigeria have gratefully been
on an upward trajectorF/. Although the
wanton rigging of the early 2000s has since
been replaced by subtler forms of electoral
manipulation, the Nigerian electorate is
more alert to the antics of electoral thieves
and brigands. The violence that used to
so grotesquely and grossly undermine
elections in the country now happen only
in pockets as opposed to the days when it
cast a pall over Nigeria's democracy.

With the 2023 elections just around
the corner, projections are that Nigeria's
capacity to handle free and fair elections

will continue to improve. But before the
general elections next year, political parties
in the country will go to their own internal
polls to select the candidates they will field
during the general elections next year.
Political parties in Nigeria have been
mandated by the Independent National
Electoral Commission to conduct and
conclude their primary elections before
June 3, 2022. It would not be farfetched
to elect not to look beyond the opposition
Peoples Democratic Party and the ruling
All Progressives Congress, ancient rivals
in Nigeria's electoral arena, for the next

President of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria.
However, as members of different

political parties determine their candidates
through primaries, they will do well to
remember the responsibility they owe
themselves as citizens of Nigeria, and
especially to the country that will most
likely be formed in the image of whoever
is elected president come 2023.

eschewed in the interest of democracy and
justice. Internal democracy must be the
prime consideration in choosing those that
will emerge as candidates across different
levels in next year's elections. The freely
exercised choice of party members must
be allowed to trump imposition. It is the
interest of Nigeria as a country that must
feature prominently in the minds of the
delegates who will vote at the primaries,
not pecuniary interests.

As things stand today, no one needs to
be reminded that Nigeria is at a crossroads,
and that a lot of the uncertainties and
anxieties which the country is steeped
in today has come from questionable
decisions taken by Nigerian leaders past and
present. To get the country back on track,
the need to get credible leaders on board has
never been more pressing.

Kene Obiezu,
keneobiezu@gmail.com
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Intimate

Portrait of
a Screen

\ Goddess

She never wanted fame but when it enveloped her, Nollywood actress, Stella Damasus, made a conscious effort
to keep her private life from the public view. Damasus, who was recently in Nigeria for the burial of her
mother, in this conversation with Vanessa Obioha, opens up on why she kept her
children away from the spotlight and the perks of marrying at an early age

ASSISTANT EDITOR OLUFUNKE OLAODE/victoria.olaode@thisdaylive.com.
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I Wanted My Children to Live Normal Lives

tella Damasus was not

easily recognisable with

the black face mask

covering half of her face.

The soothing voice of

the Nollywood actress

is markedly different

from those characters she
assumes that light up the screens. In
her 40s, Damasus has managed to keep
an enviable physique that takes more
years off her age.

We were at a rented apartment in
Lekki. It was a busy Saturday for her
as she prepares to return to the United
States where she is based. Her trip
to Nigeria was mainly for the burial
of her mother who passed away last
December but Damasus did not share
the news till January.

“She actually passed on December
30 but I could not share the news. For a
week, I could not speak. I only posted
a month after because that was when
I was able to write that my mother
passed.”

Damasus revealed that she had a
profound relationship with her mother.
They had pet names for each other and
she could easily confide in her more
than her friends or siblings. Such was
the bond with her mother that she often
joked with the deceased that she would
get a boyfriend for her since her father
passed awaly 12 years ago.

The Nollywood actress who is
the last of her parents’ children (her
younger brother died at a young age) is
yet to get over the loss of her mother.

“I'm still processing it.”

Damasus, who hails from Delta, was
one of the beloved Nollywood stars
during the home video era. Originally
a singer, she made her first appearance
in the movie “Abused’ in the 90s.
Subsequent features in Nollywood
shot her to fame but the actress, who
is diffident, tried as much to keep her
private life away from the public view.

“I'am shy. I hardly go out to mix
with {)eople. I can be on stage and be
myself and do what I want to do. But
throw me inside a crowd, I can be like
this for three hours and I will not know
anybody’s name. Nobody will know
my name. When people look at me,
they don’t believe it because I'm vocal
on my social media.”

She added that she never really
wanted fame.

“I didn’t want fame. I never knew
that I would get fame. I know that since I
was a kid, I loved the arts. I loved to sing,
act, and dance. I stumbled into acting so
I didn’t really go into it for fame. I like
privacy. I cherish it a lot. I can’t handle
the noise very well. I go to an event and
before everybody knows, I'm out. I love
Ele]ople. I'love to laugh but I don’t really

ow how to do all the meet and greet. |
had social anxiety for a while. This whole
fame thing is not really for me so you
won't catch me posting designer wear or
vacation pictures or new cars on social
media.”

Following the death of her husband
Jaiye Aboderin in 2004, Damasus kept
a low profile and deliberately staye
away from the movie industry. Although
her obvious reason was to avoid being
constantly stereotyped in movies. The
other reason was to raise her daughters.

“I took a break at a time when I knew
that at the age where they were at, I
have to be hands-on. I have to know
what they’re doing, where they’re
going, their school, their friends. I have
to be hands-on because there are certain
times in the age of a girl that if you
are not the one to teach her or guide
her and they get the information from
outside, it is hard. And I was travelling
a lot and filming a lot. I was away from
home.

“And I thought no, I don’t want
someone else to raise my kids. I wanted
to raise my kids mzself. So I'm going
to take a long break until I know that
they’re mature enough to handle
certain things by themselves, they can
take care of themselves, I don’t have

“Whenlgot
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to be there. So I waited until they told
me to go do your thing,” explained
Damasus.

Very protective of her family,
Damasus deliberately kept her
children away from the spotlight.
Nigerians only found out their identity
two years ago when she started
posting their pictures on social media.

“From the time they were born, it
was a conscious effort not to put them
out there. They were always covered
and hardly went anywhere. They
either visited their friends or had them
come over. There were no pictures
because I wanted them to live a normal
life.

“Their surname is still Aboderin.

thatldo
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They have normal friends who treat
them like normal people not because
they are Stella Damasus’s daughters. I
didn’t want that. I want them to read,
study, work hard and earn a living,
not because they are associated with
me. I'm happy I did because they
don’t even regard me as anything, just
Mummy. They have always had social
media but I didn’t want them out
there until they were mature enough
to handle the negative side of social
media.”

One of the perks Damasus enjoys
is having had Eer children early. She
was 21 when she married and will be
turning 44 in April. Her two daughters
are in their 20s. For the Theatre Arts

graduate from the University of Lagos,
there are no regrets about walking down
the aisle that early.

“When I got married at 21, [ was
very lucky that I married one of the best
human beings in the world. He taught
me a lot of love and respect and family.
And most of the things that I do today,
the life I live today, the way I have tried
to help and impact others, there are
things that I learned from him. I'm glad
that I learned that early. I didn’t wait till
I was in my 30s to get married. And the
fact that I met him at that time before he
passed was a blessing. I wouldn’t trade
that. I ergoyed that kind of life early, so
I'm good.”

However, she wished she explored
some areas of her life that her children
exhibit today. For instance, her younger
daughter is very strong-willed and
stands up for things that she believes in.

“I wish I was in an environment
where we had an opportunity to speak
up as women, as young girls. During our
time, we were not allowed to attend or
know about these forums. It’s always for
guys. But my child comes out and says no,
no woman should take this.

“I wish that I had the kind of mindsets
that they have I feel that my life would
have been different because I find that in
my own lifetime, I actually accepted a lot
of things that were thrown at me or that
happened around me because everybody’s
accepting it, I don’t want to be the odd one
out. So I see her and I wish that I had that.
Izzy on the other hand is the opposite of
me. She is very friendly. I am not. Maybe if
I'had their personalities, my career would
have grown bigger.”

In a way, her career has gone beyond
just acting and singing. Today, Damasus
is known as a publisher, content creator,
producer, acting coach, entrepreneur, a
podcaster among other things. Her social
media pages are full of content that not
only inspires but uplifts the soul. For
instance in her Ask Stella series, she reads
emails from fans who want her to address
relationship issues.

While harnessing the power of social
media to motivate her followers, Damasus
is not immune to the negativity that
emanates from the platform such as the
venom and bashing celebrities often get
from social media users. However, she
believes that most times, oversharing leads
to toxicity. She gave an instance of how
people otten devalue themselves on social
media just because they feel they have to
expose or overshare their privacy. For her,
a level of decency must be maintained on
social media.

“Part of it is us too. When you devalue
something it is hard to make somebody
else value it. My mom used to teach me
this and everybody says it too. When you
know how to treat yourself, you teach
others how to treat you because if you
devalue yourself and everything is open
one day, someone comes and wants to
do something you don't like. So why are
you shocked that you're attracting certain
types of attention? The woke people
alwazs come at me, claiming that nobody
has the right to touch you but the fact is
let there be some value to yourself.”

For someone who works in an
industry where everything is glamorised,
Damasus is taking a different and less
travelled path. Understanding the role
she plays in society has kept her from
falling into the bottomless pit of social
media toxicity.

“We have the power to change a lot
of minds so my question is what kind
of future are we building for our young
ones?”

Moreover, she added, she wants her
children to grow up in an environment
that is not too saturated with sex, nudity
and violence.

Currently working on some
Nollywood movies, Damasus’s latest
venture is the Geli collection- a brand
name coined from her middle name
Obiageli. The collection is a one-stop-
shop for all her accessories from rings
to hats. She hints at launching her wigs
brand soon.
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Let’s Talk about the AMVCAs

Stories by Vanessa Obioha

Since it held its eighth edition last week at the Eko
Convention Centre, the news cycle has been spawning
stories about the fashion and mammoth crowd at the
Africa Magic Viewers Choice Awards (AMVCA). It
was as if a memo was issued to Nollywood, stating that
failure to attend would lead to a ban. The Convention
Centre could barely hold the well-heeled and ordinary
guests. Early birds were lucky to find somewhere
to perch. Yet, everywhere you turned, people were
standing, some frustrated, others too dazed to worry
about the disorderliness. The crowd somehow
detracted from the event known for its class and
panache.

Perhaps, the mammoth crowd can be attributed
to the one-year hiatus of the event. Last held in
2020 before the lockdown period of the coronavirus
pandemic, celebrities appeared to have been starved
of the Glitz and glamour that punctuate the AMVCAs.
Therefore, the red carpet turned out to be a fashion
battlefield of some sort. Bold, eccentric, outrageous
and simplistic styles were displayed. A lot of Met Gala
themes were seen on the red carpet. There was the
fashion designer and Real Housewives of Lagos star
Toyin Lawani’s scary bull-head outfit and former Big
Brother Naija housemate Ifu Ennada’s thousand masks
dress which by the way generated a lot of discourse on
social media following her outrageous revelation that
the dress costs over $100,000.

Of course, the men were not left out in the roast.
Denrele Edun, James Brown and Timini Egbuson were
among those whose outfits raised eyebrows.

But the AMVCA was more than just the fashion. It
was an eight-day festival of creativity that started with
an operu'ni %lala on Saturday, September 7. The rest
of the week had one event or the other. For instance,
there was the first-ever AMVCA runway show which
paid tribute to some of the iconic styles on the AMVCA
runway in the past as well as rewarded budding talents
who participated in the ‘Design the Stars” competition.
One of the significant events of the AMVCA week-long
activities was the Digital Content Creator Day which
specifically recognised the talents in the digital space as
well as the abundant opportunities.

Former Director-General of the NBC, Emeka
Mba, at the brunch held at Wheatbaker Hotel voiced
his concerns over the fate of traditional broadcast
platforms. According to him, the dynamics of
storytelling are changing because of the platforms, “but
even as they change, certain fundamentals remain the
same.”

Also, Kenyan-born Jacktone Alufwani emerged as
the winner of its Digital Content Creator competition.
He won the Overall Best in Technical Skill, Lighting,
and Performance awards after competing against
hundreds of other content creators who entered
the competition in April. He was rewarded with a
Canon camera, studio earphones from Dolby, and a
masterclass from the MultiChoice Talent Factory.

In a similar vein, MultiChoice Nigeria and

Ifu Ennada’s outfit at AMVCA

MultiChoice Talent Factory also rewarded two runner ups
with masterclasses. Evovo from Warri won the award for
Best Theme while Rivers” Allison Precious took home the
award for The Most Creative Video.

To celebrate the beautiful culture of the continent, the
organisers held the Africa Cultural Day on Thursday, May 12
at the Balmoral Hall of Federal Palace Hotel, Victoria Island,
Lagos. The event was a vibrant display of fashion, arts, music
and food. Seun Kuti who thrilled the audience with music

erformances reminded the guests that Africa’s culture
should not be relegated to a special day but celebrated every
day.

yOn the eve of the main awards, nominees and other

celebrities converged at the Jewel Aidea in Lekki for the
nominees gala. The gathering is usually a soiree for the
nominees with music performances and comedy. Hosted by
actress Adesua Etomi-Wellington and actor Etim Effiong,
some of the faces at the gala included prolific filmmaker
and theatre director Bolanle Austen-Peters, filmmaker and
director Mildred Okwo, actors Nonso Bassey, Akah Nnani
among others.

Earlier that day, a Hollywood and Nollywood exchange
was held at the Grand Ballroom of Eko Hotels and Suites.

KAP Film and Television Academy Graduates First Set of Trainees

The newly established Kunle Afolayan Production
(KAP) Film and Television Academy is set to graduate its
first set of trainees and certified affiliates of the prestigious
School of Cinematic Arts (SCA) at the University of
Southern California (USC).

Founded by award-winning filmmaker Kunle Afolayan,
the KAP Academy, in partnership with USC and content
streaming giant, Netflix, has executed the programme in

Ztgi uction - the first in a series of training workshops
in Africa

Scheduled for May 23, 2022, at the KAP Hub, Ikeja,
Lagos, the Academy has announced that cultur‘f]lﬂ%uru
and distinguished scholar, Professor Duro Oni will be
Chairman of the occasion while the Keynote address will
be delivered by award-winning Writer, Producer/
Director and é)hotographer, Mr. Femi Odugbemi.
Also expected at the event are former D.G of National
Theatre, Prof Ahmed Yerima and Chairman, Audio-
Visual Rights Society of Nigeria, Mr. Mahmoud Ali-
Balogun among other creative industry stakeholders.

With the coming event, KAP is optimistic that
the Nigerian film industry is about to witness a
turnaround with professionals who will take the film
industry to higher grounds. The Academy stated that
graduating students are film editors with previous
experience who now have a global professional
mindset.

The course which ran for 10 weeks had world-
renowned facilitators like Douglas Blush, Stephen Flick
and Richard Burtonled from the School of Cinematic
Arts at the University of Southern California. The Academy
has imparted in the trainees, the required knowledge and
skills for the new forms of post-production techniques,
including Picture Cropping, Editing and Sound Design.

According to Afolayan, “It has amazing working

L S
Kunle Afolayan, founder of KAP

with the Netflix team to produce dynamic Nigerian films, and it will
only get better now that we are partnering with Netflix and USC to
train the newest crop of film post-production experts. These editors
and sound designers will go on to craft Nigerian stories on a
world-class level.”

Speaking on the partnership, Allison Triegaardt, Netflix
Grow Creative Manager for Africa says, “Our Grow Creative
Eartnerships like the one with USC and KAP in Nigeria will

elp bridge the skills gap, upskill experienced crew and
improve diversity head-on. This will also ensure an even
stronger diversit,y of voices, stories, and points of view for our
global audience.”

The USC School of Cinematic Arts is one of the most
prestigious schools in the world for the study of all facets of the
cinematic arts. Notable alumni include; Hwang Dong-Hyuk creator
of Squid game; Jon Chu director ‘Crazy, Rich Asians’; Shonda
Rhimes, creator and showrunner of ‘Grey’s Anatomy.’

Ramsey Nouah wins Best Director at AMVCA

Participants at the exchange included Hollywood stars
Tasha and Sidra Smith and Brandon Hall. The session
moderated by Nollywood actress and theatre producer
Kemi ‘Lala” Akindoju, focused on mentorship and training
for talents in the film and TV industry.

The main awards was not void of memorable
moments. From IK Osakioduwa and Deyemi Okanlawon’s
recreation of the epic Will Smith and Chris Rock’s Oscar
slag moment to the touching tribute to late Nollywood
and music creatives by the top 12 contestants of Nigerian
Idol and the music performances by Pepsi ambassador
Rema and Lagbaja, and the eclectic performance by D’banj
who brought the night to a close.

The award also witnessed first time winners such as
Osas Ighodaro and Stan Nze who won the Best Actress
and Best Actor in a Drama respectively for their starring
roles in ‘Rattlesnake: The Ahanna Story’. Others include
Samuel Perry, aka Broda Shaggi, for his performance in
the comedy series ‘Dwindle” and Oga Sabinus who took
home the award for the Best Online Content Creator for
Mr. Funny skit.

Perhaps the major upset of the night was ‘Amina’
winning the Best Overall Film. Although the film bagged
the most nominations, not a few in the hall rooted for
‘Rattlesnake: The Ahanna Story” which won Best Director
for Ramsey Nouah.

With the new format of the AMVCA, subsequent
editions will show if they are heading in the right direction
or not. At least, the awards should be remembered for
more than the fashion moments.

g dVoicetolthe]
Disabled¥Through¥Film
and ¥V

To celebrate Global Accessibility Awareness Day
(GAAD), Netflix has expanded the language availability
of Audio Descriptions (AD) and Subtitles for the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing (SDH). Starting this month and into 2023,
these features will be made available across the streamer’s
catalogue and in more languages including Spanish,
Portuguese, and French.

“For decades, your access to entertainment was
determined by where you lived and what language you
spoke, meaning that until recently people who needed
AD or SDH could only enjoy a story if it was made in
their local language,” said Netflix’s Director of Product
Accessibility, Heather Dowdly.

New badges shows and films that have AD and SDH
on Web and iOS are also introduced.

Taking a step further, Netflix launched its first-ever
collection, titled “Celebrating Disability with Dimension’
which features over 50 shows and films with characters or
stories about people living with disabilities.
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Who is Backing
Abdulahmed
Mustapha?

ustapha

Politics is not a game for the
faint of heart. In fact, the way the
system runs most of the time,

ere is always a need for someone
else to usher in new waves, or the
people may only watch and not
participate. When the common
people choose against participating,
everything ends in tears. To avoid
this, antecedents are necessary.
The question, therefore, is: who is
the antecedent for Abdulahmed
Olorunfemi Mustapha, one of
the aspirants in the forthcomin
All Progressives Congress (AP%)
governorship primaries?

Itis a fact now that quite a
number of people are gearing up
to contest the Lagos governorship
post with the ing t governor,
Babajide Sanwo-Olu. Some of
these individuals, for example,
Mustapha, are from the winning
party (APC). Others, however, are
not. For the latter, until the last day
before tears are shed. But for the
former, the primaries might just
decide everything.

Mustapha is an interesting

rson. As a former Permanent
}S):crehary in the Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources, he sure
knows the way that politics works.
One needs someone else to go
before and prepare the way for
them to succeed. Going against
Sanwo-Olu, as he is sure to know,
is going against the endorsement of
the Governance Advisory Council
(GAC), and possibly Asiwaju Bola
Tinubu (Who nobody wants to
admit has a masterly handle on
Lagos politics).

But Mustapha is confident
because he believes that he has
more to offer to the good people
of Lagos State than anybody else.
According to him, he 1s a disciple
of Tinubu and will even follow
Tinubu’s Master Plan for Lagos if
he wins. But does that mean that
Tinubu is his backing?

Mike Adenuga: Another Crown for the Magnate of Our Time

Banking, oil and gas, telecoms and
property! Who else do you know that has huge
investments in these sectors. We are talking
about a big player whose business interests
are tied to the nation’s economic growth and
survival. Mike Adenuga, is not called the guru
for anything. He’s the sagleaof big business who
can smell opportunities that are yet to make an
appearance. Over the years, his sense of smell
and foresight have continually astound. There
is no point in debating the fact that global
business people are very influential. With the
snap of a finger, they can change the fortune
of a young man or woman, and consequently,
affect the direction of the future. This is what
the government of Nigeria has recognized and
ig)‘ﬁreciated Adenuga for doing, a merit that

ill go down in the history books for years and
years to come.

A few days ago, President Muhammadu

\Woman at the Top: The Astounding
Womanhood of Aisha Babangida at 52

One can jabber on about certain people,
but the truth is that no number of words is
too much, no deluge of compliments is too
much, and no louciqess of praise songs is too
much. For people like Erelu Aisha Babangida,
people who are quietly chanéiﬁqg the world,
charming, graceful, purposeful, words fail and
compliments fall short. Thus, as she hits 52,
one can only sigh in admiration, and nod in
resignation.

To be honest, there are scores and scores
of fabulous Nigerians that are over the golden
age of 50 years. There are also women,
visionary women, within the same category
whose narratives of glory and virtue cannot be
captured in a few words. Nevertheless, all these
fabulous people and visionary women can
only hold a candle near Aisha. Even though

Banire

There are people and there are people.
There are those who prefer to hide away
from the world because they are convinced
that nothing is worthy of their efforts. Others
dedicate all their efforts to making a name for
themselves because they think that they are
awesome and the world should know. There
are a few individuals who are in the middle:
they want to humbly contribute to the world’s

she will be taking her second age step since she
entered her golden years, she has done—and is
doing—really amazing things.

When you have a mother like Maryam
Babangida of blessed memory, you generally
have to struggle first out from under her
shadow before making a name for yourself.
What Aisha did was stay in that shadow and do
her things. The result of this decision was that
her name eventually extended outside of her
late mother’s shadow until it took on a life of its
own.
Now, the world recognises Aisha as the
founder of the Women Enterprise Alliance
(WenA). The world sees her as a visionary,
compassionate leader with more sg:;pa y
for women and children than she has for
herself. Thus, in her more than 20 years of

Bubhari led the charge of government officials
to recognise the peerless contributions of
Globacom’s Chairman, Adenuga. Buhari
conferred on the astute and impactful
businessman the National Productivity
Order of Award. By doing so, the leadershi;
of Nigeria was saying that Adenuga’s
achievements are not something that others
can match up to, especially considering that
these achievements are revolutionising the
entrepreneurial sector and promoting a
culture of diligence and patriotism.

Adenuga was not the only person
recognised during the event. Also included
in the awardees in the ‘Employers of Labour”
category were 35 other personalities; from
Zenith Bank Chairman Jim Ovia to BUA
Group Boss Abdulsamad Rabiu, not to
mention super industrialist Chinedum
Anthony Okereke.

Babangida

active participatorlzawork with non-profit
organisations, Aisha’s image has grown firmer
and larger in the hearts of other people.

Muiz Banire: Legal Luminary, Lecturer, Philanthropist,
and Politician Who Ticks All the Boxes

progress and end up as superstars in the
process. Dr Muiz Banire is one of the latter.

Those who know Banire have often
wondered how the man came to be all he is. In
the field of legal counsels and courtrooms, he is
an unyielding character. In the classroom with
supple and stubborn students, his momentum
is unstoppable. In the nebulous area of politics,
Banire is a light that cannot be mistaken for
anything else. And in philanthropy, he is
simply relatable.

There have been many geniuses in Nigeria’s
history, some brilliant enough to compete with
revolutionary f(ijgures like Albert Einstein and
Alexander the Great. However, few have been
able to make their contributions to the nation’s

wth and development without losing face
with their relatives, friends, and associates.

Babajide Sanwo-Olu, Obafemi Hamzat, Tayo Ayinde
Honour Tokunbo Wahab in Private 50th Birthday Soirée

There is nothing more rewarding than
a good day’s job. "ﬂgwis is a feeling that is
gradually losing its t[[‘flace among Nigerians,
especially those of the younger generation.
Nevertheless, there are still a few people
who hold up this banner of diligence and
good work. When such individuals are
celebrated, the whole world gets to know
them. This was how it went down with
the 50th birthday celebration of Tokunbo
Wahab, the Special Adviser on Education
tolLagos State Governor Babajide Sanwo-
Olu.

It should not come as a surprise to
anybody that there was a gathering
of Lagos captains and commanders
some days ago at the house of the
Education Adviser, Wahab. As it was the

latter’s birthday, all these otherwise bus
fellows made sure to clear their tabs and get
themselves to Wahab’s Banana Island home to
celebrate him and they did this magnificently.

The scale of the celebration can be
understood from knowing the individuals
that were present. These included Governor
Sanwo-Olu, Deputy Governor Obafemi
Hamzat; Chief of Staff Tayo Ayinde; Head
of Service (HoS), Hakeem Muri-Okunola;
Oba Saheed Ademola Elegushi of Ikate
kingdom; Oba Abdulwasiu Omogbolahan
Lawal of Iruland; Oba Olufolarin Olukayode
gﬁrsanwo of Ilara kingdom; Mayor

inpelu Lamex; Chief Lekan Ositeso;
Gbenga Obadina; Yemi Kuforiji; and many
others. All of these personalities were on
ground to raise a wine glass to Wahab.

Banire is one such individual.

One of the groups that Banire is known for
forming, United Action For Change, is a pillar
of social transformation. The group serves as
both a pressure group and a think tank, and
its impact has been felt far and wide. It has
also complemented Banire’s natural gifts,
giving birth to initiative after initiative to see
Nigerians better equipped to compete with
close friends and distant peers from other
nations of the world.

To say that Banire ticks all the right
boxes is to play down his achievements and
contributions. However, there is no better
way to summarize his work. Even at 55 years
of age (going to 56), Banire remains one of the
brightest brains in Nigeria. But for his humility,
he would be known the world over.
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Mothers will always have a special place
in the hearts of their children. It doesn’t matter
that father’s traditionally bear the title of the
breadwinner. After all, it is the mothers that
end up feeding the children that bread. It is,
therefore, no surprise that Oba Saheed Elegushi,
the undisputed monarch of the Ikate-Elegushi
kingdom i Lagos State, will be taking time out
to celebrate the birthday of his mother, Olori Sinat
Elegushi.

A king in the modem day is like the only
elephant in a jungle of noble beasts. Every time
hemoves, there is a quake in the lands below and
thunder in the skies above. That is how it is with
Oba Elegushi every time he moves to celebrate
his mother. He did it like this last year, and the
year before, and the year before that. He is doing
it this year also, and the celebrations are even
more lavish since the Queen Mother is hitting 70

years.
According to reports on social media, Olori

Sweet Mother as Oba Saheed Elegushi Plans Superlative 70th Birthay for Mum

Sinat’s 70th birthday is today, Sunday, May
22, 2022. In recognition of this special day, Oba
kobo as he p]}ajns to

Elegushi is not sparing a
throw the biggest bi élyp yet. All guests are
expected to come bearing will as they gather
at the prestigious Monarch Event Centre in Ikate,
Lekki, Lagos.

Although people have grown used to Oba
Elegushi’sempatheticside (where he congratulates

everybody on anything), le are still in awe
of Wheny expresses jol}gfe(?)lr)l the birthday of
his mother. This year is no different, based on
whisperings from the Royal Palace of Elegushi.
The gist is that there will be bands from here to
the moon and bacdk, all of them encouraging the
guests to dance in commemoration of Olori Siat’s
impactful 70 years on the earth.

Indeed, one only needs to look at the son she
raised to know that Olori Sinat is a superwoman.
At70,shehas a son willing to flip the world over in
celebration on her behalf.

Oba Elegusht and mother

Orelope-Adefulire

Senatorial Race; Asiwaju Bola Tinubu in Dilemma Over Adejoke
Orelope-Adefulire as the Preferred Candlidate Failed to Submit Form

It is nei ood gossip, not editorials,
that begins with the phrase, “Wonders shall
never end!” Nevertheless, some scenarios call for
the dedaration of the endlessness of wonders,
especially the kind of relatable wonders that
the mouth What greater political wonder is
there than to have a senatorial path opened for you
while %ou ﬁﬁ\ten up your shoulders and refuse to

alk the path?

This is one of the ways that people have
taken to describe the curious event that hap
between presidential aspirant and chieftain of the
All Progressives Co (APC), Asiwaju Bola
Ahmed Tinubu, and ge Senior Special Assistant
to President Muhammadu Buhari on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), Adejoke Orelope-
Adefulire. According to those in the know; Tinubu
went to great lengths to secure a place for Orel
Adeﬁ;lir%ew?vhelginms she could be the Seovter

repr%enhng Lagos West, but Orelope-Adefulire
inadvertently decided against following through

with Tinubu's plans.

It must be said that Orelope-Adefulire has
not made her intentions known to the public,
other than to inform them that she infends
to run for the Senate in order to represent the
people of Lagos West. After this, she joined
two other prominent APC aspirants, former
Nigeria's High Commissioner to Ghana,
Senator Musiliu Obanikoro, and Akeem

ifa, to obtain forms that will allow them
officially run the race.

The forms were expected back at the

ing. However,

APC head for screening
only Obanii)arl;)m:nd i

returned  their
forms after filling them. The form of Orelope-
Adefulire, for whatever reason, was nowhere
to be found. Until the form submission date
zoomed past and screening was conducted for
Obanikoro and Opeifa, Orelope-Adefulire did
notshow up. Thus, itbecame clear to everyone
that she was not interested in the position
anymore or someone or something else had
convinced her otherwise.

Akeredolu’s Role in Billionaire
Ibrahim’s Bid to Become Ondo Senator

We will never get tired of iterating
the popular words of English historian,
politician, and writer, John Acton: power
corrupts; absolute power corrupts
absolutely. In truth, there are many ways
to see the alleged role of Governor Rotimi
Akeredolu in the senatorial bid of Ondo
State businessman Jimoh Billionaire. The
abuse of power is one of the easiest to point
to. Of course, whether this is alright or not
is left to the reader’s discretion.

It is no longer news that the venerable
businessman, Chairman and CEO of Global
Fleet Group, Ibrahim, has his eyes on the
Ondo South Senatorial District. According
to reports on this front, Ibrahim intends
to run for Senator of the senatorial district
under the aegis of the All Progressives
Congtess (APC). There is nothing bad about
this, as many people have noted, except
that there appears to be some shadows
behind the aspirant.

One of these shadows is Akeredolu.

Faced with this headline, smart and
informed readers ought to immediately
mumble to themselves, “So, that’s why they
classed! It is a thing of corporate interest,
after all, nothing personal.”

What these individuals would be noting
to themselves is the reason Ekiti State
Governor Kayode Fayemi and former All
Progressives Congress (APC) National
Chairman, Adams Oshiomhole seem intent
on rubbishing themselves before all and
sundry:. If it is all for the presidential election
of 2023, then none of these squabbles is new
to the block.

Many things are happening over at
the national APC camp. The most recent
of these happenings is the figurative slug
of mud that Oshiomhole threw at the face
of Fayemi by telling everybody that Fayemi
once beg%eu(linhim to rig an election as a

favour to (F?:;eorrﬁ). This allegation, like
a bombshell, has thrown many things out of

order within the party, jamming the otherwise

According to those in the know;, it is
Akeredolu’s wish that Ibrahim ends up
with the APC primary ticket and also goes
on to be Ondo South Senator. And since
Akeredolu is APC Member Number 1 in
Ondo, his will must be done.

What is interesting about this entire
proposition is that Akeredolu and Ibrahim
are allegedly very close. In fact, Ibrahim’s
desire to become a senator and Akeredolu’s
intention to indulge this desire is reportedly
based on the fact élat Ibrahim assisted
Akeredolu during the governorship election
that saw him into office. Thus, this is the

erfect opportunity for Akeredolu to show
is gratitude to the Global Fleet man.

But there is another shadow behind
Ibrahim, and that is the Asset Management
Cmﬁ)oraﬁon of Nigeria (AMCON). The latter
is allegedly intent on seizing Ibrahim’s assets
because he reportedly owes N69 billion.
Unfortunately, while Akeredolu may be able
to get Ibrahim the APC senatorial ticket,

Akeredolu

there is nothing that the governor can do
about AMCON’s crosshairs.

How Presidential Ambitions Tears
Fayemi and Oshiomhole Apart

L-R: Oshiomhole and Fayemi

smooth narrative that the s publici
personnel have been dlgagrt}/ P v

Oshiomhole’s allegation that Fayemi
asked him to rig the 2018 primaries for the
benefit of Fayemi’s people has been well
received by Nigerians. You will find people
at newspaper stands nodding their heads as
they claim that this is not surprising since it
is expected of National party Chairpersons
to be partial to their own people.

Fayemi, naturally, is not at ease with
Oshiomhole’s allegation. In response,
people from his camp stated categorically
that Oshiomhole is off his rocker and is onl
spinning tales that have long lost touch VVltK
history and reality.

Captain Abdul
Abubakar Gaffe

Abubakar

The gruesome murder of
Deborah Samuel, the 200-level
student of Shehu Shagari Colle

of Education (SSCOE), Sokoto, has
caught the attention of Nigerians
at home and abroad. According to
reports, the late Samuel allegedly
blasphemed Prophet Muhammad,
the progenitor of Islam. For that,
she was flogged, stoned, and set
on fire by some of her classmates.
While many individuals, Muslim,
Christian, or otherwise, took to their
social media handles to condemn
the act, a few appeared to support
the girl’s murder.
One of the high-profile
individuals who belong to the
latter category is Captain Abdul
Jamil Abul%oakar, the son of former
Ins;}»:ctor—General of Police
Mo ed Abubakar and son-
in-law of Africa’s richest man,
Aliko Dangote. Judging from
the statement made by Jamil, it
is not unreasonable that the late
SSCOE student ﬂaid for her alleged
blasphemy with her life.
Specifically, Jamil posted on his
Twitter handle,“In Is we respect
the Injil, Taura, Zabur, we were
never taught to disrespect any of
the books, or any of the prophets
From Adam to Muhammad SAW
and the Quran. The punishment
for blasphemy is death! in most
religions including Christianity.
Respect people’s religion. It's
simple!”
Of course, Jamil’s comments
did not sit with the majority of his
audience. These people could not
understand how Jamil, an individual
that used to bear the weight of other
people’s lives by he(llping them travel
in aeroplanes, could so disregard
the life of another person, a young
adult, for that matter.
As expected, there were many
repercussions to his statement.
though Jamil has released a
statement to retract claims that he
supports the killing of the late Ms.
Samuel, he is still in the crosshairs
of individuals and groups who
are opposed to such jungle justice
murders. In fact, Azman Airline, an
airline that Jamil worked with a few
years ago, released their statement
that he is no longer working with
them and that his opinions about
ing are his own.
All in all, it is not a good time
to be Jamil. But, what he might go
through as a result of his insensitive
statement cannot hold a candle next
to what the late SSCOE student
experienced.




THISDAY, THE SUNDAY NEWSPAPER -MAY 22,2022

LOUD WHISPERS

with JOSEPH EDGAR (09095325791)

: You know when something

: don pass you, and you start

: looking for silly excuses and

. telling beer parlour stories

. to explain why unlike your

. mates you have not been able :
: to ‘make’ it yet.

. That is the way I see these

: things especially when I listen
: to supposedly very intelligent
. people who blame not only

. the British for our present

. predicament as a nation but

: even go as far as pulling Lord
i Lugard into the matter.

: How all this ‘rubbish’ we

. are facing in this country

. concern the gentle Lord

i Lugard, I really don’t see.

. If it is not cowardice and a

: failed disposition in nation-
i building, why would we

. be calling these people’s

. names after over 60 years of

independence and over 100

. years of amalgamation? It is

. appalling that people are still
: crying
: Mbok, I think we should just
. all shut up and face the foibles :
. of our national failure. After 60
. years of continuous failures,

: a series of coups, a constant

. flow of irritating leadership

. and a gross inability to

. achieve national cohesion

. and consensus, how is Lord

: Lugard to blame? Come on na.

foul.

: They will now be quoting

: Awolowo that Nigeria is

: a geographical expression

. and that the colonialists

: really wanted the North

i to rule forever, hence their

. disjointed constitution and
. all that crap.

: The 600 coups, the crazy and
. infantile attempt at rewriting

the constitution, the blatant

. stealing, the mayhem and

: banditry, is Lord Lugard abi?

: We have not started. When we
: are ready, we will have more

. credible people like Satan,

: Michael Jackson and Bobrisky
. to blame for our sad situation.
: We have not started.

IDRIS AHMED AND NSIMA EKERE’'S
N127BN QUESTIONS

I'would like for the National Psychiatric
Hospital to invite these gentlemen for a
series of evaluations. I would like to sit in

on these sessions to be using ‘atori’ to flog : :
: My peo C&le , anyhow we look at this thing, :
: thema
. will arrogate to themselves these kinds of
i power and rights over our destiny and be :
: using our money to be playing ‘kalo kalo’
¢ really defies all logic. :
. Even at that, I still think that these hapless :
i two should still be brought in for mental
: evaluation. They really have mind 0 and

their balls as we try to understand the
brain that they carry getting involved in
this level of stealing.

You see, Nigerians, let’s remain very calm :

and patient o. Let’s not get carried away
0. We that know these ﬂ%ings, know these
things o. Election is coming, primaries

of both parties in a matter of days and

all of a sudden such monumental fraud
is uncovered and EFCC which has been
pursuing Lekki miscreants suddenly
makes these huge arrests.

In fact, we have also just heard that
Patricia Etteh, the former Speaker of the
House of Representatives has also been
pulled in. That mama no dey even hear
word sef. Let’s relax o.

Some unfortunate presidential aspirant
has just had his pipeline of funds blocked.
Simple. This is no time to scream Uhuru.

Someone is being knocked out of the race. :
: Our God is very patient o.

: ATIKU ABUBAKAR: BABA ISTIRED
: Mbok, Baba is tired but you know how it :
¢ is with old men, he just won’t agree. The
: Baba must still continue even though the
¢ intellectual capacity and indeed physical

. Sad thing is that my Juju man has not told
: me just yet who the person is but let’s
Barring that this could be politics playing, :
: people will soon drop out of the race and
. be saying, “in the spirit of national uni

. Thave decided to step down”. Nation:

watch very carefully, the person or the

unity my foot!

ess is real. How a few people

will be sitting on the negotiation

: tabi]es with ASUU and NLC and be
¢ keeping a strai
: will be cryin

: and the wﬂ%
. no funds.”

. Even that big-headed Nsima will be

. seeing the wanton poverty all over the
: South—south and he will be oiling a

t face when those ones
or even half of this money

war chest to either contest or support a

S candidate when the people would have

all died from kwashiorkor.

Abubakar

. energy is all but gone.

¢ Apresidential race, especially from the

: opposition can be very tasking. Fightin;

5 to come back from the outside, especially

: years after being in power is not child’s
. play.

: Baba with a series of gaffes is showing

very strong signs of stress and lack of

i focus. First was the Deborah matter.
. That gaffe was unforgivable on all sides.

I used to sha marvel as to how he was

to suspect that those pronouncements

: were not usually well thought through
. especially with the speed they come out.
¢ This Deborah matter finally confirmed

my suspicions and he now even buried

¢ it by throwing his people under the bus.
: That one has not finished o, he has gone
be saying, “government has :
: Media men? At this time. This man has

: not heard that you carefully choose your
. enemies 0. He is making very powerful

: enemies left and right — Muslims,

: Christians and now media men. Who will :
: now even vote for him, Cattle?

: Honestly speaking, I think he has served
. enough. Customs, Vice President, :
: concurrent aspirant, it is enough. Just slide :
¢ into oblivion, Lord. Thanks. :

to harass and throw away media men.

. NYESOMWIKE, SHOWTHEMPEPPER
: If for nothing, his barbs and utterances are :
. making this whole campaign season very :

. interesting. He is so comical and fearless
¢ that I am thinking of voting for him if for
: nothing else.

¢ The other day, he said: “Just give me the
: votes and I will show APC pepper.” I

. laughed and almost peed on my pants.

: This Wike as President will ask Putin,

“what is even the matter with you o, I

: will slap you 0.” Kai.

. I'simply love this man. The other time
: i he asked what was even wrong with

. always quick to comment on social media. :
¢ Small thing, Atiku will tweet and I used

the people who are saying they want to

¢ continue Buhari’s good works. “Which
. good works?” he asked in his unique
ﬁravel voice. Everybody reeled on the

oor in laughter. Kai.

¢ Another one: ”lee me the votes and

i go and sleep with your two eyes closed.
i Demno dey fear?”

: Kai, Wike, Wike na you biko.

i Along time ago, he was giving a speech
: when he spotted a young man in full

: traditionalp

: traditional
: said, “You, you are a small bo

regalia of a respected Rivers
er. He pointed at him and

o. They

have given you chieftaincy title and you

i have gone to sew cloth and be looking
: like Uthman Dan Fodio and be causing

Sanwo-Olu
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trouble all over the place.”

This one almost killed me, because the
guy was seated there and in front of the
people and media being taken out by his
Executive Governor. He must have felt
like a fool. Kai!

Now he has trained his sights on the
Nigerian Bar Association. He said they

are — let me quote him o before those ones

will now out of cowardice come at me o.
“Nigerian Bar Association useless, only
good at issuing statements.”

If you ask me though, I will say apt. Let’s
leave it there. Wike for President 0. Wike
for President. Na correct man. Kai!

BABAJIDE SANWO-OLU, PLEASE DONOT
LISTEN

Following the comprehensive ban on
Okada in six local governments of the
state as a first step, [ have just seen a
report where the Hausa community is
offering him massive votes to rescind the
decision.

This is a Greek gift and the Sanwo-Olu
that I think I know will not fall for this
kind of joke. The gruesome murder of
the young sound engineer is just the
most publicised of the series of atrocities
carried out by these marauders.

Aiding serious crimes, kidnapping,
armed robbery and even reckless riding
leading to road rages and the untimely
deaths of so many people. Mbok, the
disadvantage of Okada far outweighs
their uses. We will walk instead. Is it not
better to walk than to be exposed to such
mindless criminality all in the name of
transportation?

The numbers make it very impossible to
regulate. You cannot even register them,
they come at you like locusts and invade
a community and before you know it,
their numbers will begin to scare you.

said:

“Edgar, if you want me, come and see
where I live.”

Trust me, I don’t back down from such
challenges. That was how we drove into

Ilaje. The road, ehn. Sanwo? The road. Let

me not talk about that one here. When
we got to the house, it was the last house
before the lagoon.

Come and see. I saw over one million
okada riders living there o, inside an
abandoned building. Some were taking
their baths, others were cooking but most
of them were just lazing around. I asked
the lady if she was comfortable living
beside these people.

She told me that rape was part of their
lives in exchange for security. That not
even married women on the street

were immune to it and because of her
condition, she could not leave the place

place. We relocated her but the millions
of so-called ‘okada men’” in that building
scared me.

If they want to, these okada riders

can take over the whole of Bariga in a
second. Which kind of country is this
one na? Fear everywhere. Please baba,
don't listen, carry out that ban and let’s
even have a registration exercise for all
Lagosians so that people will be carrying

This is mad.

CORONATION ART GALLERY:
EXQUISITELY ELEGANT

I'saw the invite in my mail asking if I
would be available for the opening of
their Art Gallery carrying works from
the massive collector, Mr. Aigboje Aig-
Imoukhuede.

Oya na. We understand painting.

That was how I stormed the place
complete with my new “pussy shirt’ as
designed by my brother Clem Effanga.
Na only me wear shirt o. Everybody
wore black suit and traditional wear.
Even my brother, the legendary
photographer Kelechi Amadi Obi sef
wear something that looked one kain

I once pursued a young girl to Bariga. She

message, a vision that is fluid
and cannot be hampered by
the limitations of the party
platform.

0, when the crossing was
announced, I reached out
to him. We had a fruitful
discussion and he reiterated
his vision. For him, the state
needs to cut off from the
now very erratic federal

: Mudi that made it for him.

i As expected, the place was glam,

: mature and fulfilling. I saw a lot of big

: people o. From Dere Otubu who is the

: Chairman at Eko Disco and my egbon

i Kola Adeshina, a powerful man from the
: Sahara Group. My native and townsman
: Udem Ufot came in beautiful shoe o. As
: Tlooked at the shoes, I felt like pushing

¢ him down and collecting them. They
since she too was an illegal squatter in the : ‘év_erg that beautiful. Aig Jnr, looking very
¢ distinguished in his lovely
: received the guests. Immediately he

i saw me, he exclaimed, “Duke, I dey owe

ey beard,

77

you

: I'said, “Yes o, you dey owe me.” We

: laughed and hugged.

: Then Aigboje came in looking simple

: but very cute if I can use the word. He

: too wore the same shoes Udeme wore. It
: was either na Udeme buy am for am or
ID cards around so we know who is whe, | 12 him buy am for Udeme but to confuse
" : us, they wore different colours. i
* I am sure, Udeme would have called him
: from home, “Oh boy, no wear that our

: shoe o, you know say that Duke boy go

: dey there make he no come yab us.”

i Aig would have replied, “My brother, I

: like the shoe, make we risk am, he fit no

: notice. We go just give am Afang and he
: go confuse.”

: Sorry no Afang and I noticed.

: The paintings were out of this world.

: They were African and a lot in abstract

: and oil on canvas. You know as your

: money never reach that level, you look

: very quickly and walk away and go take
. picture with Kelechi before you spill the

: drink on them. That Udom wey no like

: me, will never use Akwa Ibom money to
: compensate for any spoilt painting.

beautiful and I am sure it was my brother Falana, a beautiful up-and-coming jazzy

allocation and begin to
generate internally driven
wealth, led by private sector
initiatives while leveraging
the vast human and material
resources all over the state.
So, for him, the vehicle
doesn’t matter. The message
and vision are all that matters
and as far as that is not
changed or watered down,
he will continue to seek a
veritable avenue to deliver
on his plans to the people of
Akwa Ibom State.

. singer, thrilled the audience. Her smokey
= pulsating voice rendered the cool breezy

: evening, giving the whole event a colour
¢ that made it resplendent.

i Mbok, whoever decided to invite me,

2 God bless you o, it was a sweet evening.

: AYODEJIKARIM: BREAKS BOUNDS

i This super intelligent businessman

2 and leader in the infrastructure and

i construction world has just thrown

2 his hat into the ring. He has indicated

i an interest in vying for the Oyo South

* Senatorial District.

: Up until recently, he was the CEO of

i the giant Costain West Africa where he
i has more than proven his mettle as a

2 visionary leader and one of the youngest
i at 39 to run a quoted company.

2 Itis this foresight and vision-driven

i leadership that he wants to bring into

i the Senate. A scion of the Alhaji Dauda
i Adebayo Karim Family of Ile Jagun

Aiko Compound in Opo Labiran area of

i Jbadan North East Local Government,

: Ayo is one of the most educated in that

i race which throws a certain depth into

% the equation.

i His brother, the great Kola Karim who is
: the CEO at Shoreline, the infrastructure
i and energy giant continues to express

i expansive optimism at the very strong ~ :
i prospects of his victory leaning on the call :
i to serve issued by the very eager people
i of the senatorial district. My prayers are
¢ with him.

: DENIS OLISA: PLEASANT SURPRISE

i Theard a very hot gist relating to this

: perfect gentleman who works at Zenith
i Bank. I know he is really reclusive and

: usually does not like his name in the

: media but how will  now give the gist

¢ without mentioning his name o.

. Letmejust talk abeg. He was recently

: on a flight out of Lagos to Asaba for

: something I don’t know and in the

¢ process of checking in, forgot his hand
lu%age at the “Aviation checking in” desk
©wi

valuables and important documents.

. It was until he landed in Asaba that it

: dawned on him that he had forgotten the
: hand luggage. All attempts to reach the

. Lagos Airport fell flat and he gave up and
: continue
¢ Anyway, on his return to Lagos a few

. days later, he just said, he should sha try.

. My people, that was his luggage waiting

: for him with all it contained intact.

: Boy, he was so excited and thanked

: God for this small miracle. Now listen,

¢ in other climes, this is a normal routine

. and nothing to shout to heaven about.

¢ But in our country;, this is a major seismic

i occurrence.

¢ When you have used a handculff to tie

: your bag to your wrist, they will use a

¢ chainsaw and cut off your hand to steal

: N1,000 from you. In traffic, they will

¢ break your windscreen to carry your

: phone and even at that airport, all sorts of
: miscreants in various kinds of uniforms

: all with one aim — to fleece and steal

: from you. You now come and experience
¢ this kind of thing, it is worth doing

. thanksgiving in church, I tell you.

: Congratulations my brother, but no try

: am again o. Lightning doesn’t strike twice
: in one place o.

: MUDI, PLEASE GROWUP

: My people, me and Mudi are fighting o.

¢ You will notice that I have not jabbed him
. on this page for some time and I know it

: will be paining him because he likes to be
: jabbed on the page.

i Anyways, let me confess. I am the one

. that looked for his trouble. One evening,

i he asked me to meet him at Jevnik for a

. late-night dose of Afang. You know Mudi
¢ likes to eat too much and me sef when

: it comes to Afang, I am the Olympic

i champion and Jevnik is where you get

. the kind of heavy Afang that can feed a

: whole village.

: So, we appeared. Two celebrities. Mudi

¢ with his “tontiri’” trousers, me and my

: uncombed hair. They dropped the Afang

: and the Eba was so huge that I could not

. see his face on the other side. Now Mudi

i has been complaining that he was broke

: and me sef Ino dey ever get money. So, I

i convened a national conference before we
. started to eat.

¢ I'said: “My Urhobo brother, you know as

: we both no too hold, make we share one

¢ pot of soup and get different Eba.”

. Thatis the strategy of eating at Jevnik.

i Their food used to kill.

: Mudj, astonished, said, “How can?” That
: people are watching us and that he has a

: brand. I asked him which brand, will it be
¢ better if we end up washing plates? That

. one, Linda Ikeji will finish us o. I ended

i my submission by reminding him that na
. him kuku get shop for Accra, Nairobi and
¢ South Africa.

: He was about to agree, when one

¢ beautiful girl walked in and screamed,

with his task in Asaba.

: “Mudiiiiiiii, can I take a picture with

you?”

¢ That was how Mudi now ordered

i another plate of Afang and a big goat

. head pepper soup for the girl

i Me, I'was just looking at this man. He

: wants to play me Urhobo wayo. I say I

¢ will show him. After eating to my heart’s

. satisfaction, I even took a piece of meat

¢ from the girl. I told them I was coming, let

me take a call. That was how I landed in
Shomolu straight to my toilet o.

¢ Since then, Mudi has blocked me. He is

i not taking my calls and refused to follow
: me to Warri. I miss him, he is my brother.
¢ Please, if you know him, help me call

: and beg him for me. Please tell him Iam

¢ ready to do a repayment plan and that he
: should not allow Afang to come between
¢ two brothers. Ilove you bro, no vex. Na

. Buhari cause am. The economy is tight.
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When Friends
celebrated UBA
Big Boy, Ramon Nasir

Nasir

That Ramon Olanrewaju Nasir, Head,

Media and External Relations, United
Bank for Africa Plc, is a known name in the
Nigerian media space need no debating. The
communication has proven over time
that he knows his job like the back of his hand.
In his capacity, he keeps regular contact with
media managers.

Beyond that, players in the banking
industry have rated his media relations
skills as second to none. He is one man
whose circle of friends cuts across the who-
iswho in high society, including captains
of industry, monarchs, politicians, socialites
and celebrities. The tall and handsome PR
e:Fert got the rewards this last week when he
celebrated his birthday.

The birthday soiree was organised on
his behalf by some of his friends in Banana
Island, Lagos. The roll call of guests who
attended t%e birthday shindig includes top
businessmen, public relations experts and top
media executives. The award-winning image
maker also showcased his sense of hospitality,
as he treated his guests to expensive cognac,
premium wines and champagne.

Nasir bagged a First degree in
International Relations and a Master of
Business Administration (MBA) from
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Osun
State. He also has a master’s degree in Media/
Marketing, and Communication from Pan
Atlantic University, Lagos.

Omnicom MD,
Lanre Olaniyan's
Latest Move

How time flies!

Lanre Olaniyan, Managing Director,
Omnicom Solutions I_umted%usltarted on a
very eventful note upon his appointment
14 years ago. The news of his appointment
didn’t come as a surprise to any. It was well
deserved and applauded by all stakeholders.

He distinguished himself in various
capacities. As a result, stakeholders
were confident that he would keep
up the momentum that the leading
telecommunication firm is known for.

But to the surprise of many, Olaniyan left
the company recently, a development that
has left tongues wagging.

However, contrary to the rumour
in some quarters, it was confirmed that
Olaniyan did not quit the company, but only
decided to “step aside” to focus on other
interests.

Confident that he has given his best to
Omnicom, he believes the stage is set for a
new hand to run the company and take it
to greater heights, while he remains on the
Board and gives advisory support.

It was er revealed that his decision
to step aside had been reached a while ago
due to several reasons, but was only made
official in March 2022.

The decision, he was quoted to have said,
is “the latest good newsc%rom his over a 15-
year career in the Nigerian telecom sector,”
while expressing gratitude to God for the
successes the company achieved under his
leadership.

Reward for Air Peace Boss, Allen Onyeama’s Good Deed
.,

That Allen Onyeama, Chief Executive Officer,
Air Peace, has been able to stand tall despite all
odds against him particularly in his business
is what astounds many. But what they don’t
understand about this lawyer cum entrepreneur
is that he was born with the proverbial lucky star.
Nevertheless, he has never taken the grace of
God in his life for granted.

Allhis life, Onyema always aimed for the best.
Even so, he has an abiding trust in the Almighty
God. He remains unshaken even when things are
difficult and seem almost impossible to actualise.

Earlier in life, he started as a lawyer and
later ventured into the real estate business. As
fate would have it, he joined theeglayers in the
aviation sector. Today, he’s regarded as one of the
major players in West Africa’s Aviation Sector.
Those close to him revealed that he has remained
relevant based on his wonted tenacity and
doggedness.

0 doubt, evigfence eél)lfa his ScL:IISscess abounds.
Despite a series of media attacks targeted at
maliciously denting the reputation he has built over
the ﬁrears with dedication, selflessness and hard
work, he has always been vindicated.

The litan ~ business magnate,
in tears, is currently reaping

€OSMo]
who had sow:

Onyeama
bountifully, as his airline, Air Peace, is being
showered accolades by all for its seamless
services and good customer relations.
Leveragm' g his intelligence in the business,
the ra State-born Onyeama has been
able to move his company from an indigenous
airline leasing a few planes to owning fleets
lying international routes; thus, putting Air
eace in the leagues of industry players in
Africa and the rest of the world while also
according Nigeria the great prestige she
deserves among the comity of nations.
Not yet sated, Onyeama, it was gathered,

recently brokered peace and interceded

between the federal government and airline

operators to ensure airlines are not grounded
ue to the unavailability of aviation fuel.

This act added to several commendations
he has received for his various patriotic acts
over the years. To prove that his numerous
humanitarian and philanthropic —activities
have not gone unnoticed, Onyeama has been
bestowed  with the National Productivity
Order of Merit (NPOM) award by President
Muhammadu Buhari in Abuja.

He has created well over 3,000 jobs
through the establishment of Air Peace in
2014. And in less than 10 years, the airline has
grown to own the largest fleet in West Africa.

Many would not forget in a hurry how
the renowned entrepreneur in 2019 evacuated
hundreds of Nigerians from South Africa during
the Xenophobic attacks.

Onyema has also been involved in many
social ‘investments, which have impacted
Nigerians in various ways, i the
deployment of aircraft for rescue flights during
the lockdown in 2020; cmgorate philanthropy,
massive employment, and other social impact
initiatives.

When House Aspirant, Ayara Olamigoke, Put the Record Straight

During the electioneering times, particularly in
this part of the world, the polity always witnesses
strange activities, horse-trading, propaganda,
halftruths and, many times, outright lies from
desperate politicians.

For them, the only way to remain relevant and
be what they are not in the eyes of the people is to
spread f. 0ods, half-truths and, most times, tell
wicked lies about their opponents. But they forget
that no matter how far a lie travels, the truth will
definitely catch up with it.

The foregoing scenario seems to be playing out
ahead of the 2023 general elections, as a leading
aspirant in the Ilaje-Ese Odo Federal Constituen
of Ondo State on the platform of the ruling
Progressives  Congress (APC), Otunba Ayara
Olamigoke, has denied reports in some section
of the media allegedly sponsored by a former
commissioner in the state to tarnish his image.

The former USbased Olamigoke who
faulted the publication dated May 9, 2022,
said: “Ordinarily, we would have ignored the
publication because we know the aspirant behind
it is someone without any electoral value but
we have decided to respond in order to put the

records straight.

“There is no time Otunba Ayara Olamigoke
has relied on the Deputy Governor of Ondo
State to support or push him through to get the
ticket of the party. Rather, he has been peacefully
talking to various leaders, excos, members and
delegates of the party for support which is the
right thing to do in politics and politicking and
the suﬁport I am getting from these peocﬁle is
overwhelming as I am truly the people’s choice
for the job.

“One begins to wonder why an aspirant
who movefrgom the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) to APC in 2016 and was made a
commissioner would want to soil the hard-
earned and mutually respected working
relationship between the governor and deputy

overnor, with his ambition that is not backed
y his people,” Olamigoke said.

He explained further that in 2016, the
aspirant was welcomed and accepted into the
APC by all without any discrimination. “He
was eventually apgointed as a Dgputy Chief
of Staff and later Commissioner, despite that
many foundation members of the party are

Olamigoke

more capable and competent to hold those
positions. But they accepted it in good faith
and supported him.

“We humbly suggest that the governor
should be careful with such character/
person as this perceived rosy relationship will
automatically turn sour in no distant time.”

Karim

No doubt, the billionaire businessman and
Managing Director of Costain West Africa,
Ayodeji Karim, has made a name for himself in
Nigeria and even beyond. His antecedents over
the years precede him anywhere he goes and he
is considered one of the most visionary corporate
leaders in the country.

Billionaire Businessman, Ayo Karim's New Dream

He glided from business to politics. But the
Ibadan, Oyo State-born businessman would
never forget in a hi how he was given a
baptism of fire in 2019 during the Oyo State
1glc;vernorship election when he made known

is intention to contest for the number one job
of the state on the platform of the ruling gi%/ in
his state, the All Progressives Congress (APC).

In spite of this, the astute corporate giant
immediately Eiscked up the pieces of his life and
went back to his original boardroom job, which
lfnad suffered a big setback during his political

oray.

%Ioday, the younger brother to another
successful businessman and the Agbaoye
of Ibadanland, Kolade Karim, is on another
mission: to represent the Oyo South Senatorial
district.

The intelligent and charismatic man believes
that the time come to herald policies and
initiatives with direct impacts on the welfare of
the people. He believes that there is so much

that could be achieved in the Senate through
proper legislation, adequate leadership
and representation. Karim hopes to bring
governance closer to the grassroots if given the
opportunity to represent the senatorial district
at the Red Chamber.

According to his supﬁrtels, he has a
history of running successful companies, and
this is one of his for the senatorial district.

Karim worked as a manager with Le
Pain Croissant Limited, South-all, UK,
before joining Charles Walden & Associates
1Co(rjlnpany Ltd, the UK as the Project Team

ead.

He served as Chief Executive Officer,
Fortis Construction Company Limited, and
was employed by Costain West Africa Plc, in
February 2867, as Operations Director.

Herose tobecome the Managing Director/
Chief Executive Officer of the construction
giant in January 2010. He is currently the CEO
of Winchester Farms, Winchester Homes &
Construction.

It was Catherine Pulsifer who said: “Setting
goals allows you to paint a vision of what you
wish your future to be.” that Siibo »

It is no gainsayi t Sijibomi Ogundele,
Chief Execu%ive O}%%Er, Su'in{cl)to, is a man of
no mean repute. When the 10
merchant anr?ounced to the worlcluxt]il1ry;a1’c hI; w%etfltg
be diversifying, some of his critics were said
to have laughed scornfully while some others
sneered. But the man whose ultimate mission is
to rule the world of entrepreneurship confidently
proclaimed his determination to elevate his
company’s fortunes to heights never seen and
scarcely conceivable. With his eyes fixed on the
future, he held on to his dream.

Consequently, earlier in May, he launched

Homewin, which has now become a household
name in Nigeria, while it is gradually setting a
new standard in the sector. With its popularity
and acceptability, there is no question about just
who is smirking now.

What else could be responsible if not
Ogundele’s Midas touch?

After delivering such a resounding slap to
the face of his numerous doubters who insisted
on remaining blind and deaf to his incontestable

atness, the businessman is not resting on

is oars. He has already set bigger targets for
himself, which he is working harder than ever
to achieve.

On the menu are grand visions of turning
his numerous businesses into a big, lean

Sujimoto Boss, Sijibomi Ogundele’s Midas Touch

Ogundele

profit spinning model of organisational
and operational efficiency, not to mention
expansion plans geared towards widening his
tentacles to other corners of the globe.
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Art collector Femi Akinsanya admires a painting by Chike Obeagu

FOR ACORONATION TREAT, HOW
ABOUT AGLIMPSE OF THESE TIMES?

With a recent glitzy launch at a swanky venue, the Coronation Gallery seems all set to fulfil its

objective of "democratising” the art scene. But regaling a segment of the La

gos art community with

anexhibition of artworks from the collection of banking mogul Aigboje Aig-Imokhuede is only aright

step towards its desired, indeed very distant, destination.

houldn't “zeitgeist” have been

this  exhibition’s  curatorial

anchor point? At least it would

have served the gaggle of chic

d dapper visitors, who were

hepherded into the salubrious

lobby of the Coronation Plaza’s

main building in Lagos’s upmarket Victoria

Island on Friday, May 13, asan infallible guide.

Otherwise, what else would the babel of visual

expressionsindiverse mediaby mainly Nigerian

artistsand ahandful of others from South Africa,

Ghana, Cameroonand Ugandahaveincommon?

Indeed, “zeitgeist”, atermthattranslates as "spirit

of the age" and is often traced back to 18th and

19th-century German philosophy, reworks itself

with ease in these works, the majority of which
were paintings.

Perhaps, if used inanother setting or circum-
stance, the word would havebeensuperfluous, if
notdownrightobtrusive. Butinthiscase, besides
the factthat they were being granted privileged
access to selected works in the banking mogul
Aigboje Aig-Imokhuede’s private collection, it
leaves the guests with an additional takeaway.
Andthatistherealisationthatthereisanincreasing
blurring of cultural boundaries, perhaps differ-
ences, among a younger generation of African
artists, who seemto draw their inspiration from
acommon creative power-centre.

Afew needful wordsabout Aig-Imokhuede:
Beyond hisexploits as the former CEO of Access
Bank, whichwere preceded by aglittering career
that propelled him to the pinnacle of corporate
eminence, he had been raised in an art-friendly
environment—both parents being renowned
figures in the local art scene. As the narrative
goes, he began collecting art at the age of five,
when he was barely out of his toddling years,

and has since sustained this over half a
century of a passion, which has been as
edecticasithasbeenreflective of hisideals.

Under hiswatch, the AccessBank Group
had wormed its way into the art public’s
consciousnessasmajor sponsorsand keen
supporters of visual artistic endeavours,
whichhasmadeitssupportof\WestAfrica’s
premier artfair, Art X Lagos, legendary:. Is
itany wonder that, now that he is at the
top of the corporate ladder of Coronation
Capital, heisexpected toreplicate thissame
largesse?

Surely, it should have been clear by
now that the exhibition was curated by
the Coronation Gallery, which forms
part of this corporate behemoth. So, it
all added up that the Friday business
soirée doubled as the formal launch of
the gallery. Speaking about this gallery,
Aig-Imokhuede disclosed that it would
haveaspace whereveraCoronation office
building exists and that the works in the
collections of other collectorswould have
their limelight moments in these spaces.

Itis, therefore, not hard to see how he
intendsto "democratise” artappreciation
and collection. Yet, asan ice-breaking ges-
ture, that penultimate Friday’s evening
vernissage could at best be considered a
rightstep towardsthe rightdirectiontoa
very distant destination. This is because
thegeneral public’sdeep-rooted reticence
towardsartappreciationwould needmore
thanjust such tokenist, albeitwell-meant,
gestures to dispel it so quickly.

Back to the works, which a statement
from the gallery said "were carefully ex-
cerpted fromthegenerously loaned private

collection of Mr Aigboje Aig-Imokhuede.” They
attested eloquently to a vibrant contemporary
art scene, blessed with an ever-growing talent
pool. Thatthe collector, who isknownto be well-
acquainted with theworks of suchartluminaries
ashischildhood years’ icon Ben Enwonwu, Aina
Onabolu, Yusuf Grillo, ObioraUdechukwu, Uche
Okeke,and El Anatsui,among others, seemsen-
amoured of the works of these younger artists,
offers a glimmer of hope for the future of the
local art scene.

Not surprisingly, Peju Alatise’s enthralling
70 x 92-inch mixed-media (metal, stone casts,
and acrylic paint) offering, titled “Sticks”, held
courtinacorner of the spacious foyer. But then,
thatwas only long enough for the aficionados to
notice other head-turnersinthe exhibition space.

Among these, the Ugandan-born Henry Mzili
Mujunga’stwo 2021 oil on canvas paintings, "Life
through Plants"and "Children through Plants",
deserve to be spotlighted. Could it have been a
coincidence—or duetoadeliberate curatorial deci-
sion—thatitwas placed nextto Ndidi Emefiele's
202048 x40-inchacrylicon canvas painting titled
"Celestial Diners" I11?

Still, beside these Ugandanartist’s paintings, on
theadjoining wall on the right-hand side, South
Africa’sManyakuMashilo’s2021 acryliconcanvas
monochrome painting, titled "The Brideand the
House of Unfinished Dreams," asserted itself.
Thenfollowed Olawunmi Banjo’s 2020 48 x 40-
inchoil on canvas diptych paintings, “Moments
" and “Moments I, depicting human figures
in acrobatic poses who seem to be unravelling
from the electrical wires with which they were
puttogether.

Perhapsnotafewamong theaficionadoswould,
for a range of possible different reasons, affirm
that Bunmi Agusto’s triptych, titled "Longer

echukwu Uwaezuoke reports

Throat," wasamong the mostenthralling works
inthecollection. Thatis, by theway, thework that
features three identical stylised human figures,
withexaggerated long necks, lookingupwardsand
embedded against the backdrop of red-and-black
striped traditional Yorubaaso-oke textile patterns.

Further away and adorning an adjacentwall,
Oluwole Omofemi’s blue-themed polyptych
portrait of the murdered African American
George Floyd, whose death in 2020 sparked off
waves of anti-racism protests across the globe,
gavecuriousviewersgood reasonstolinger long
enough before it. Probably; it was because there
were hiddenwordsinFloyd'sslightly-unzipped
mouths in the nine portraits.

Omofemi’s other work, a 2020 oil on canvas
paintingtitled “Inspiration”, deservesanequally
long viewingtime, albeit for curiosity’ssake. Inthe
painting,amaidenwith cornrowed hairandclad
ina thin-strapped floral dress backs the viewer
and ishuddled together with four topless young
men before a stag-headed figure.

Inaspecial class of its own, Babajide Olatunji’s
2021, 60 x 82-inch charcoal and pastel on paper
painting, titled "Tribal Marks Series|l1," was well
positioned inthehall tobe fittingly acknowledged
by the gushing aficionados. The work’s lifelike
details and the artist’s deft manipulation of the
mediumsshould begood enoughreasonsforthat.

Similarly, so much of Chike Obeagu’s 2021
mixed media (folded paper oncanvas) proclaims
hisindustry and creative depth. These qualities
should earnitaplace amongthe mostengaging
piecesinthe hall.

Meanwhile, itiswithanexpectantlonging that
the art public awaits the promised Coronation
Gallery’sfollow-up exhibitions, which are hope-
fully to be held on yet-to-be-announced dates
before the end of the year.

EDITOR OKECHUKWU UWAEZUOKE/ okechukwu.uwaezuoke@thisdaylive.com
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of LIMCAF, Elder K. U. Kalu, at his Independence

A Dak’Art Opportunlty for LIMCAF’s Lucky 18

hey are 18 artists, culled from zones
across Nigeria. They jetted out of
Lagoson\Wednesday, May 18for the
Senegalese capital, Dakar, for the 14th
edition of the Dakar Art Biennale,
tagged Dak’Art. Thebiennial artmeet,
arguably Africa’s most famous contemporary art
platform, opened in Dakar on Thursday, May 19.
As for LIMCAF, it is a pan-Nigeria youth em-
powerment art competition now in its 15th year,
which s currently the biggestand longest running
contemporary arteventin Nigeriaand drawsinan
average of 500 entries fromyoungartistsevery year.
The 18 young artists now in Senegal — called the
LIMCAF 18 — have emerged as the top six win-
ners from the 2018, 2019 and 2021 editions of the
LIMCAF artcompetitionsand have the renowned
Ghanaian-born, Nigeria-based artist EI Anatsui to
thank for this all-expenses-paid trip.
Recall that the former University of Nigeria, Nsukka
art lecturer first sponsored LIMCAF’s 2017 top
four winners to Dak’Art’s 2018 edition and later
extended the largesse to the top six winners of the
2018 and 2019 editions in anticipation of the next
Dak’Art, which was to be held in 2020.

Professor Anatsui with LIMCAF's 2017 top four winners in Dakar, Senegal in 2018

VISUAL ARTS

Incidentally, both LIMCAF, which is an annual
festival, and Dak’Art, abiennial event, could notbe
held in 2020 onaccountofthe coronavirus pandemic.
Hence, the inclusion of the 2021 winners to swell
the number to 18.

| The LIMCAF 18 are currently participating in a
groupexhlbltlon withacoterie of older artists from

| the Pan African Circle of Artists (PACA), whichis

| oneof thebiennale'smany "off" exhibitionsholding

| in the Senegalese capital.

| Earlier on Tuesday, May 17, the artists were hosted

I toaspecial private dinner given by the Chairman

Layout, Enugu residence, together with board mem-
bers and members of the Organising Committee.
Perhaps the most memorable highlight of the
evening was the segment when the young art-
ists gushed with gratitude as they told the stories
of their journey to LIMCAF and the prizes they
eventually won.

Inhisbrieffarewell speech, Elder Kaluimplored the
youngmenandwomentoshowtheirgratitudemore
by exemplary conduct, open-minded learning,and
full participation while in Senegal asambassadors
of both LIMCAF and Nigeria, and he described
them as proud beneficiaries of a policy of reward
for merit regardless of origin or gender.

Elder Kalu noted that itwas a thing of joy and pride
for all who have assiduously invested their time
andenergy to keep LIMCAF going over the past 15
years, to be associated with the heights they have
so far attained, and hoped that LIMCAF and its
sponsorswould continuetoinvestinthe careerand
economic empowerment of young people from
all over the country for many more years to come.
Meanwhile, astatementsigned by the LIMCAF’s
artdirector, Dr. Ayo Adewunmi, who incidentally
accompanied the prize winners, disclosed that three
female artists were among the 18 young artists.

Shuta Bug, Others Ignite Desperados Collectives Playground

Yinka Olatunbosun

all it a shut-down Saturday. In
Lagos, party buffs witnessed an
evening showcasing the Lagos
edition of the global campaign
called "Desperados Collective.’
The exclusive event organised by the fla-
voured beer brand Desperados was held at the
magnificent Jewel Aedia, Eti-Osa, Lekki. It was
indeed a cocktail of varied creative energy;
itwas indeed a collective’s playground: an
amalgam of artists and disc-jockeys. The
young art connoisseurs enjoyed the visual
treat of live painting that accompanied the
night for the Nigerian multidisciplinary artist
and the chosen one, Shuta Bug.
Shuta Bug, born Mayowa Alabi, first came
to public attention in 2017 when he won the
European Union/United Nations Women's
Gender Equality 'Picture It' Comic and Car-
toon Competition. He has since had two solo

Brand Ma lkpobe,
Multldlsaplmanager;artlstShuta Bug, OAP, Oluwakemi
Owatemi, Senior Brand Manager Flavoured Beers,
Nigerian Breweries PLC, Kolawole Akintimehin at

VISUAL ARTS

exhibitions in 2017 and 2019 respectively.
Fast forward to 2022. The international

platform called the Desperados Collectives
was launched to spotlight young, emerging
creatives in France, Germany, Spain, Ivory
Coast, and Nigeria. Shuta Bug, who also
works as an artist at the British Broadcasting
Corporation, was selected from Nigeria for the
Desperados Collectives Campaign, where he
was commissioned to create a new design for
the Desperados bottle that resonates with the
brand’s affinity for playful experimentation.
The event turned out to be a night for art-
ists who dared to be different. From the
mystery DJs in masks to the collection of
artworks in the adjoining exhibition hall,
it was quite insightful to view a total art
experience pulsated by heavy beats and grills.
Anchored by Kemi Smallz and Ilowithdflo,
the show also featured live paintings that
ran simultaneously with the hot mixes from
the DJs of the night, including the masked
duo, Maze x Mxtreme, and the female duo,
Wanni and Handi.

Speaking at the Collectives Playground in
Lagos, Shuga Bug described the experience
as exciting. "I'm ecstatic. This is the first time
this has happened to me. Most artists like
their works to speak for themselves, but this
is really huge for me and I’m grateful for the
opportunity to be here. | was given artistic
freedom to do whatever | wanted around
the bottle. | am going to collaborate with an
artist from Ivory Coast."

The brand manager, Desperados, Abayowa
Ikpobe, also revealed how the campaign em-
powers the growing community of young
experimental artists.

"We’re excited to partner with Shuta Bug
and other young artists to fire up the spirit of
playful experimentation at the Desperados
Collectives Playground. We have given every
artist the freedom to be creative, daring, and
expressive without control or interference in
this multicultural campaign by Desperados,
for Desperados Collectives, " he said.

Justice Odilr’

A. l.lyayi-Lamikanra

ive books on the retired, Justice Mary U.
Peter Odili, who sat on the High Court
benchinRivers State, the Court of Appeal,
and the Supreme Court of Nigeria until
her retirementon May 12 after she attained
the constitutionally-prescribed retirement age of 70
years, have elicited so much interest among legal
practitioners.
Thefirstbook, Legal Essaysin Honour of Mary Odili,
Justice of the Supreme Courtof Nigeria, isa collection
oflegal essaysinhonourof Justice Mary Ukaego Peter
Odili, Nigeria's Amazon of Justice. The 48-chapter
book ismeticulously arranged into 18 thematic parts
numbered as Part Ato Part R. Consequently, each
parthasanumber of chapters dealing with various
aspects of a particular theme.
The thematic partsreflect the various areasin which
Justice Odlilihas made hermark in Nigerianjurispru-
dence. Of particular noteis Part M, entitled "Judges,
Courts, and the Law". The essays in this part focus
on the role of judges in law-making and the limits
of judge-made laws in Nigeria.
PartR, entitled: "WWomen, Children and the Law", is
another area in which Justice Mary Peter Odili has
made special contributionsin Nigerianjurisprudence.
AsChairperson of the Juvenile Courtand inaugural
Chairpersonofthe International Federation of Women
Lawyers (FIDA)in Rivers State, Justice Mary Peter
Odili played an active role in the development and
protection of the rights of women and children in
Nigeria.
It is an outstanding contribution to Nigerian juris-
prudence, which every law library must have. The
title of the book is apt, and it will imprint the name
of Justice Mary Peter Odili as the Amazon of Justice
in Nigeria.
The same can be said about the second book, titled,
The]Judicial Journey of Honourable Justice Mary U.
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Peter-Odili, which tells the story of thejurist's contribu-
tionto the understanding of legal principlesand the
development of legal science in Nigeria.

A complete, albeit nutshell, picture of the journey
necessitates the structuring ofthe book. Itisstructured
intofour parts, selected fromalarge volume of decisions
written and delivered by my noble Lord across the
different levels of court she sat.

Alltogether, the various decisions cover 558 pages.
However, asearlier stated, these decisions represent
merely abird’seye view of the spectacular volume of
decisions written and delivered by His Lordshipin
the various superior courts where she satin 44 years
of service in the judicial service of Nigeria.

As for the third book, Essays in Honour of Hon.
JusticeMary Peter-Odili, itisa compilation of essays
in honour of Justice Peter-Odili, in celebration of a
long, distinguished and meritorious career asajurist
who has sat on the bench at all hierarchical levels of
thejudiciary in Nigeria. The book has been conceived
toaddresstopical gender and legal issues,anumber

"‘Nmmm
i~ mm SRINTS Nimu

of which she would have dealt with in her career.
Contributorscome fromthe bench and bar, academia,
and gender development law experts in Nigeria
and beyond, and it's worth noting that some of the
contributors are accomplished men. This provides
the basis for the notion that tender activism for the
protection and enforcement of the rights of women
is not forwomen alone.

Theessays deal with humanrightsatall facetsand
stages ofawoman'’s life, contemplating and analys-
ing rights protection under customary law, Islamic
law, rights arising in the workplace, in marriages,
concernsabout domestic violence, womenincrisis
situations, reproductive rights, evolving rights of
women and children, etc., and, without limiting
the scope of enquiry to our local jurisdiction, even
taking international perspective into consideration.
Thefourthbook, Understanding the Administration
of Criminal Justice in Nigeria Through the Eyes of
Hon. Justice Mary Ukaego Peter-Odili, is a selected
judgementon criminal cases (Journey from the Mag-
istrates’ Courtto the Supreme Courtof Nigeria), isa
specialised publication of the Rivers State Judiciary.
This 820-page and 14-chapter book is a tribute by

the Rivers State Judiciary to the Honourable Justice
Peter-Odili. The choice of the title of the book and
itsconcentration on criminal matters isintended to
conveytothe publicthe avowed areaof interestand
passionwhere My Lord hasmade somany contribu-
tions to the growth of the law and in shaping the
judicial process.

However, Justice Peter-Odili did notonly givejudge-
ments on criminal matters; she also handled civil
mattersand gave laudablejudgmentsinthatarea. This
book, though aspecialised publication, would have
beenmostuseful if My Lord’s Civil Judgments were
also captured in this book;, especially in her sojourn
atthe Magistrate's Court of Rivers State. | hope the
Rivers State Judiciary will do a further edition that
will cover this area.

Then, thereis thefifth book, "Tconand On," which can
be described asboth poeticand prophetic. Partof the
prophecy was fulfilled whenshe waselevated to the
Supreme Court of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Althoughthebook’s publicationis only being realised
when sheistaking her bow from the Supreme Court
and anillustrious career onthe bench spanning over
five decades, there is still much that she can offer to
theworld.

Herelevationtothe Supreme Courtalsoengendered
areview of the book so that the volume consists of
onlyjudgmentsoftheapex court. Thisis notbecause
the finest and boldest of decisions on the rights of
women emanated from the Supreme Court, but
because the decisions of the apex court are final and
stand a minimum risk of being overturned.

The books are highly recommended to both law
students, legal practitioners, and judges of both the
lower benchand the higher bench asthey will serve
as good reference materials for all and sundry:. Itis
indeed rare to see works of this nature that capture
judgments from the lower bench.

e Justice Iyayi-Lamikanra is a retired Chief
Judge of Rivers State.
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IN THE ARENA

Blasphemy and the Constitution

Deborah Yakubu, a 200-level student of the Shehu Shagari College of Educationin Sokoto, was stoned
to death and set ablaze penultimate week over alleged blasphemy. The way her assailants summarily
terminated her life in a very cruel manner raised valid questions on the acceptability of the 1999
Constitution as Nigeria's supreme legal instrument, Gboyega Akinsanmi writes

okoto, a northem state with the worst poverty
and literacy indices nationwide, was on fire
penuttimate week. A mob of religious extrem-
ists flooded the streets of its sprawling capital,
attacking Christian residents and demanding im-
iate release of two suspects earlier arrested
the police in connection with the murder of
Miss Deborah Yakubu, a 200-level student of the
Shehu Shagari College of Education in Sokoto.

The extremists laid siege to the palace of Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji
Mohammed Sa'ad Abubabkar lll. The Sultan became a target
because he condemned the mob action that abruptly terminated
Deborah’s life. Also Catholic Bishop of Sokoto Diocese, Dr. Mathew
Kukah could have been a victim if not for the timely intervention
of the police. The state governor, Alhaji Aminu Tambuwal saved the
day by declaring a curfew after violent protests broke out across the
capital. Eventually, public order was restored. But what triggered
this violence? It is the same old reason. Deborah was accused of
blasphemy against Prophet Muhammad (SAW) on a WhatsApp
platform. As aresult, Muslim students mobilised within and outside
the college. As shown in a viral video, they went for their target and
bestially decided her fate without recourse to known laws. After
they stoned Deborah to death in the public, the extremists set her
body ablaze, a despicable action that has no placein law.

InNigeria, Deborah is not the first victim of religious extremism.
Before her case, some citizens, especially of Christian faith, had
suffered the same fate at different times in the country’s history.
Suspects have also faced prosecution for alleged blasphemy in the
North.

InJune 2015, aKano Islamic Court sentenced eight menand one
woman to death for saying Sheikh Ibrahim Naisse, founder of the
Tijaniyyah order, was greater than Prophet Muhammad.

In August 2020, Yahaya Sharif-Aminu had his own bite whena
Kano Islamic Court found him guilty of Section 382 of the Sharia
Penal Code. On this ground, he was sentenced to death.

Just last April, President, Nigerian Humanist Association, Mubarak
Bala bagged a 24-year imprisonment for blasphemy.

Across the North, these cases are common. But is blasphemy an
offence in Nigeria? It is an offence under the Criminal Code Act,
2004, which dlassifies it as public insult.

InNigeria, the Actis the highest codified legislation, which
provides grounds, principles and rules for criminal investigation,
trial and awards of punitive measures against any suspects found
wantingunderit.

In Section 204, the code does not recommends death penalty
against any convict. Rather, according to the section, a convict shall
be liable to imprisonment for two years only.

Under the 1999 Constitution, the decisions of the Islamic courts
that sentenced convicts to death were alien. Under Section 10, the
constitution stipulates that the Government of the Federation or of
aState “shall not adopt any religion as State Religion.’

Deborah

Section (1)(1) states that this Constitution “is supreme and its
provisions shall have binding force on the authorities and persons
throughout the Federal Republic of Nigeria The Constitutionis su-
perior to any legislation enacted whether by the federal legislature
or by the state legislature.

Under section (1)(2), the constitution stipulates: “If any other
law is inconsistent with the provisions of this Constitution, this
Constitution shall prevail, and that other law shall, to the extent of
the inconsistency, be void.’

Finally, punishing suspects arbitrarily for blasphemy, whether
by mob action violates Section 38 of the 1999 Constitution. This
section stipulates that every person shall be entitled “to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion, including freedom to change his
religion or belief, and freedom (either alone or in community with
others, and in public or in private) to manifest and propagate his
religion or belief in worship, teaching, practice and observance’’

Attogether, these provisions are obviously on trial. With therising
cases of blasphemy-related killings, Nigeria is now a federation
where laws that brazenly contravene the 1999 Constitution are
deployed to determine the fate of innocent citizens. Also, political
elites are unwilling to confront the religious extremists for fear of
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losing their political aspirations.

Given the bestial manner Deborah was murdered, Nigerians are
calling for justice. Such demands for justice can only be seen to have
been served by fair prosecution of the suspects. Also, the Christian
Association of Nigeria (CAN) has petitioned the United Kingdom
and United States, citing diverse religious killings in Nigeriaand
their implications for national unity.

InDeborah's case, whether justice will eventually be served is
evidently in doubt, at least for two reasons. First, whether by
commission or by default, no suspect of religious killing has been
successfully prosecuted in the history of Nigeria.

Second, anumber of northem leaders never saw any wrongdoing
inthe way the religious extremists clubbed their targets to death
on the pretext of fighting for Prophet Muhammad. Unlike previous
cases, however, some progress has been recorded in the search for
justice for Deborah. Already, the state has started prosecuting two
suspects, Bilyaminu Aliyu and Aminu Hukunci arrested in connec-
tion with her murder.

Also, the police have declared four other suspects wanted, which
suggests that Deborah may not eventually die in vain. Butas
prosecution kicked off, a team of 34 lawyers appeared in defence
of the two suspects. This team is led by a Professor of Law, Usmanu
Danfodiyo University, Prof. Mansur Ibrahim. Again, this high-profile
legal representation attests to the conspiracy of the northemelite,
who often encourages the recurrence of religious killings. But the
world is waiting for the outcome of the criminal justice dispensation,
the lack of which a senior lawyer, Mr. Femi Falana (SAN) argued, had
triggered the recurrence of religious killings in the North.

Evenif justiceis served in Deborah’s case at last, that may not
be an end to religious killings in the North due to inherent socio-
economic issues that plague nearly all northern states.

In the north, injustice is pervasive. First, those who are killing
in the name of religion are facing heinous social and economic
injustice, which according to diverse reports, has reduced them
to captives of bestiality. Northerners are grappling with endemic
economic injustice, which impoverished not just their bodies,
but also their minds. Nigeria Poverty Assessment 2022, a report
by the World Bank, also lends credence to the depth of economic
injustice, which the majority of northerners are battling with by
theday.

In Sokoto, as spelt out in its report, the bank put its poverty
headcount at about 87.73 per cent; Taraba 87.72 per cent; Jigawa
87.02 per cent; Adamawa 75.41 per cent; Zamfara 73.98 per cent;
Yobe 72.34 per cent; Niger 66.11 per cent; Gombe 62.31 per centand
Bauchi 61.53 per cent.

As these indicators show, ensuring justice judicially alone will not
end religious extremismn the North. Apparently, it will entail con-
scious pro-poor policies tailored towards addressing the economic
and social injustice, which most analysts agree, often spurs most
northem youths tokill in the name of religion rather than embrace
thejustice system under the 1999 Constitution.

Nigeria's Presidency Beyond Political Requital

In one of his books, the late Prof. Chinua
Achebe wrote about an adage that says that
when one fetches firewood infested with
termites, he should expect many lizards as
his guests. This is case with the National
Leader of the All Progressives Congress
(APC), Senator Bola Tinubu.

Since he declared interest to contest the
2023 presidential election, all manner of
insults Eave beenthrownathimeitherdirectly
" or indirectly. Political analysts argued that
Y Tinubu should have remained a kingmaker.
Tinubu, as Lagos governor, showed his

Tinubu

mettle; worked out aroadmap for the state;
had a diverse cabinet; watered many seeds
which have burgeoned; nursed many fledg-

ing political careers to maturity; created
opportunities for many who were without a
compass; and investedhis life and resources
inbuilding people; and midwifed the formation
of the A|§g

However, many also argue thathe hasben-
efittedimmensely in the course of executing
all these laudable achievements.

This school of thought has insisted that
the presidency of Nigeria should not be his
compensation.

They feel thatif the supporters of Tinubu
want to pay “reparations” to him, it should
be done outside the delicate office of the
president. This is perhaps why Ekiti State
Governor, Dr.Kayode Fayemiwho has equally

declaredfor the same office Tinubu is seek-
ing, whileresponding to insinuations that the
former Lagos State hasbeenbetrayedby the
same people he made, said the presidency s
not“aninheritance or a traditional title" but
anoffice meant to seek improvementin the
lives of Nigerians.

Accordingtohim,“Wehave worked together
onanumber ofissues;so, thisisnotapersonal
contest, thisisaboutNigeriaand the future of
our childrenanditis about competing vision
of what that future holds for Nigerians

Fayemi, obviously belongs to the analysts
that believe that the presidency is to much
of a critical office that should be occupied
on the basis of political requital.
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Will APC Betray the Trust of
Southerners on Powver Rotation?

Thethickeningplotby the AllProgressives Congress tozone the 2023 presidency to the North-
east against the subsisting gentleman’s agreement by its leaders to rotate power to the South
after President Muhammadu Buhari's eight-year tenure, is a betrayal of trust that will further
polarise the country, Ejiofor Alike reports

hou%\lh powerrotationbetween
the North and South is not
enshrined in its Constitution,
the All Progressives Congress
(APC) had demonstrated that
it intended to zone the 2023
presidency to the South after
President Muhammadu Buhari's eight-year
tenure.Many chieftains of the party, including
aformer Governor of Ogun State, Mr.Olusegun
Osobahad confirmedthat there was indeed,
agentleman’sagreementbythe party leaders
on zoning. Osoba disclosed this in January
2021 whenhefeatured onthe Good Morning
Show,aprogrammeonARISETV.thebroadcast
arm of THISDAY.

He said as the chairman of the constitution
drafting committee during the formation of
APC, the party leaderswere carefulnottouse
the word“zoning” so as not to be in conflict
with the constitution.

Osoba, however, confirmedthat they agreed
thatthe Northshould produce the president,
while the chairmanship position of the APC
should be producedby the South

Hestated:“Part of theunderstandinginthe
caseof rotationisaconventionalunderstand-
ing thatthe presidency willmove betweenthe
Northandthe South. Thatwas thereasonwhy
wenow allowed the chairman (of the party), |
don‘twanttouse theworldzoning,becausewe
definitely did not put zoning, we know it may
go in conflict with the Nigerian constitution
whichsaysanyonewhoisaNigerian,whohas
readuptoschool certificate cancontestand
at the age of 35, | think, can contest for the
presidency of the country.

“But therewasacleargentlemanly under-
standin%thatthe northernpartof the country
will produce the president when we did the
merger in 2013, and the chairman of the
party willthencome fromthe South! Osoba
reportedly added.

ocorroborate Osoba's position,amember
of theNational Assemblyrepresenting Borno
Southandformer Senate Leader, Senator Ali
Ndume, hadlastweek declaredthatitwouldbe
unfair,andabetrayal of trustand gentleman’s
agreement if the APCzoned thePresidency
to the North. Ndume, who is the Chairman,
Senate Committee on Army, whilereactingto
APC'sallegedjettisoningof zoning, said, “that
willbe unfair, injustice andalmostabetrayal
of trustand agentleman’s man agreement.

“Wehadan aﬁreement, though notwritten
in 2015 that the North should produce the
President. That was why all the presidential
aspirants were from the North: Atiku, Nda
|saiah, Rabiu Kwankwaso, Muhammadu
Buhari,all contested.

“Only Rochas Okorocha just participated

Buhari

because he already had the governorship
ticket in his pocket. He just participated
forthe sake of it because Buharievenwon
in Imo State. That was why no aspirants
contestedfrom South-west, South-south
andSouth-east. | believeinjustice;lamnot
againstanybody fromtheNorth contest-
ing, itis their constitutionalright’Ndume
rel?ortedly explained.
herulingpartyhadinFebruarythisyear
demonstratedits commitmenttoimple-
ment power rotationwhenitagreedona
zoning formula that swapped officesheld
betweenNorthand South. The agreement
wasreached when President Buhariheld
ameeting with 19 governors of the APC
atthe Presidential Villa in Abuja.
Bythearrangement, all offices thatwere
occupied by northerners in the last eight
years went to the South and vice versa.
Kaduna State Governor, Mallam Nasir
el-Rufai, whoaddressedjournalistsafterthe
meeting reportedly statedthatagreement
had been reached on zoning formula. He
said:"Wehave agreedazoning formulafor
allthe six geo-political zones.
“Essenttally,northernzone willhave the

positions the south had in the last eight
years and vice versa. It is a very simple,
eq.léitable and fair formula;the governor
said.

It was this zoning arrangement that
produced Senator Abdullahi Adamu as
the National Chairman of the party. The
emergence of the former Nasarawa State
governor as the chairman of the rulin
party raised the hopes that the party's

residential candidatewouldcomefromthe

outh.Butthe Adamu'sleadership appears
tobe working towards zoning the party’'s
presidentialticket to the North-east.

Currently, therearestrong speculations
thattheSenatePresident, Dr AhmadLawan
wouldlikely emerge as APC's presidential
candidate inthe 2023 elections. Adamu-
ledNational Working Committee (NWC) of
the partyhasalsodecidedtoallowad-hoc
delegatestoelectpresidential candidate
atits forthcoming convention.

This,manybelieve, willboost the chances
of a northern aspirant emerging as the
presidential standardbearer. Sokoto State
Governor, AminuTambuwal had hinted that
therulingpartymay have settledforLawan

as its presidential candidate.

TheNational Assembly's latestamendment
totheElectoral Act, 2022, toallowstatutory
delegates-allthoseelected-toparticipate
and vote in the conventions, congresses or
meetings of political parties, was said tohave
been designed to boost the chances of the
SenatePresident. The current Electoral Act
2022 (asamended)hasnorole for statutory
delegates at the convention. The sudden
entry of Lawaninto the presidential race at
the last-minute gave strong indications that
therulin partzwasplottin tojettisonzoning.
Toactualise this plot, APChas beenshifting
its presidential primary to prepare grounds
to either impose a consensus candidate or
possibly manipulate the process in favour
of the North-east.

Inastrange development, one of the north-
ern governors, who had publicly expressed
supc[)ortforpowershifttotheSouth, overnor
AbdullahiGandujehadrecently hinted that the
party delegatesinthestate hadnottakena
finalpositionontheir choiceof candidate. After
thestatedelegateshadendorsedafrontline
Eresidential aspirant of the party, Senator

ola Tinubu, the Kano State governor, inan
apparentvolte face, toldanother presidential
aspirant, Mr.Rotimi AmaechithatKanoasa
“swing state, will continue to swing’

Ganduje added that Amaechiwould know
wherethestateeventually swungtoat theright
time.Hisfailuretoreaf@lrmthelrsupport or
Tinubuduring Amaechi's visithas sent strong
signals that their pledged support for Tinubu,
and by implication, a southern presidency
under APCisnotyetadone deal.

Unlike Ganduje, the Governor of Lagos
State, Mr. Babajide Sanwo-Olu had told
Amaechiinclear termsthat Tinuburemained
theirrallyingpointin Lagos State. The unreli-
able positionof KadunaState delegateshas
alsobecome acause for concern. Governor
el-Rufai rallied the delegates to endorse
Amaechi after they had promised Tinubu
their votes.

Former Director General of Tinubu's
Campaign Organisation, Hon. Abdulmumin
Jibrin,whorecently abandoned the APCand
the Tinubu project to pursue his personal
ambitioninthe New Nigeria Peoples Party
(NNPP) is also believed to have seen the
handwriting onthe wallthat theruling party
hasnoplantoconcede powertoasoutherner.

APCchairman, Adamuhad onWednesday
reaffirmed that the party had not zone its
presidential ticket. This dangerous gamble
will amount to a betrayal of the trust of
southerners. Thiswill further divide a country
thathas already beendivided by the APC-led
administration.

If Only Lagos Govt Had Listened

Sanwo-Olu

Threeweeksago, thiscolumndrewtheattentionofthe
Lagos State Governmenttothemenace of commercial
motorcyclists,betterknownas Okadaridersinthestate
andtheneedtourgentlytame them.Unfortunately, the
advice was not heeded. One of the consequences was
the death of ayoungman, David Imoh, in the Lekkiarea
afewdaysago.

[twas learntthatthevictim, whowasasoundengineer,
waslynchedandburnttodeathafteramisunderstanding
ensuedovertheN100balancewithoneof thecommercial
motorcyclists.

So bold have the Okada operators become that in
September 2021, they also hacked to death a Chief
Superintendent of Police (CSP), Kazeem Abonde, in
AjaoEstate, Isolo.

Captioned:"LagosPlayingPoliticswithOkadaRiders;
thiscolumnwarnedthat thelawlessnessandimpunity of
theridersinthestatehadgoneoverboardandcalledon
thegovernmenttostronglyenforcethelawagainstthem.

Many newspapers, through features, opinions and
editorials, had also severally called the attention of
the state government to menace of the commercial
motorcycliststonoavail

Butfollowingthekillingof Imoh, Lagos State Governor,
Babajide Sanwo-Olu, last\Wednesday bannedthe opera-
tionsof commercialmotorcyclistsinsixlocalgovernment
areas.

The sixlocal governments listed by the governor are
lkeja, Surulere, Eti-Osa, Lagos Mainland, Lagos Island,
and Apapa.

While many residents of the state believed that the
directiveofthegovernorwasaclearcaseofit'stoolateto
actwhentheheadisoff!othersbelievedthatwiththekindof
governmentandlawenforcementagencies inthe country,
thegovernor's directive was anempty pronouncement.

The latest ban was not the first time the state
government would ban or restrict Okada riders. From
Governor Babatunde Fashola, to Akinwunmi Ambode
andthe incumbent Sanwo-Olu's administration, similar
directives were issued many times but monitoring and
implementations have alwaysbeenachallenge.

[tishopedthatthegovernorwilltakethematterseriously
this time and personally monitor the situation himself
beforeitbecomesamere opportunity forthepoliceand
taskforce toenrich their pockets.
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Hot Race for PDP’s Presidential Ticket

Chuks Okocha examines the strengths and weaknesses of the presidential aspirants jostling to secure
the ticket of the Peoples Democratic Party at the party’s presidential convention fixed forMay 28 and 29

eventeenpresidentialaspirants
paidtheN40millionExpression
of Interest(Eol)andnomination
forms of the main opposition
Peoples Democratic Part

(PDP). Fifteen were cleared,
while two were disqualified.

Atiku Abubakar

He was aformervice president from 1999
to 2007 and later defected to other parties,
butin2019emergedasthePDP's presidential
candidate. He was a former top shot in the
Nigerian Customs Service (NCS). His political
career dates back to the two-party system
of the military era. Atiku is a scion of the
YarAdua political dynasty, which founded
the Peoples Democratic Movement (PDM),
which fusedintothe PDPin 1998. Atiku had
left PDP to contest the 2007 presidential
election under the AC. He later returned to
the PDP only tojointhe APClater to contest
in its presidential primary in 2015. He lost
to President Muhammadu Buhari. In 2017,
hereunitedwithPDP andbecame the party's

residential candidateinthe 2019 election.

e lost to President Buhari.

Hehas structures and contactsalloverthe
country.He also has the financial capacity to
prosecute presidential campaign without
seeking sponsorshiﬁ. But he is accused of
abandoninganypartyhejoinswhenheisneeded
most. He was one of the founding fathers of
PDPbuthehas the party twice andattempted
todestroyit. The popular clamour for power
shift tothe Southdoesnotfavourhisambition.
Atikuisalsoaserial presidentialaspirant since
1992 and ageisnoton his side.

Peter Obi

Heisaformergovernor of AnambraState for
eightyears.Hewasarunningmate to Atikuin
the 2019 generalelectionontheticketof PDP.
HewasgovernorbetweenMarch17,2006and
November 2, 2006, whenhewasremoved.He
regainedhismandateand servedas governor
fromFebruary9,2007 toMay 29, 2007 fol-
lowing ajudgment of the court restoring his
mandate to complete his term, in spite of a
freshelectionconducted onApril 29,2007.
Obiwonthe February 6,2010governorship
election to secure a second term in office.
The popular clamour for power shift to the
South-eastfavourshis presidential aspiration.

Obiisapopular candidate withideas onhow
tofixthe economy. His excellentrecordasa
formergovernor of AnambraStatealso speaks
foritself.Buthis prudentmanagementof public
funds is believed to be a sign of stinginess.
He is also not a known moneybag who can
successfully fund presidential campaign.

Mohammed Hayatu-deen

Heisaninvestment banker and economist
of note.He is from Borno State. Thoughthe
North-east where he hails fromhas produced
the President, manyhave strongly argued that
the late Prime Minister Abubakar Tafawa
wielded the executive power while Dr.Nnamdi
Azikiwe was amere ceremonial president.He
is a former Managing Director of FSB Bank.
Hebuilthisreputationas the chief executive
of the New Nigeria Development Company.
He served three past presidents of Nigeria
as adviser on economic issues. He has the
financial strength to actualize his ambition
buthehasnostructuresand the agitationfor
the North to concede the presidency to the
Southworks against his ambition.

AminuTambuwal

Tambuwalisalawyer andaformer Speaker
of the House of Representatives. He later
became governor of Sokoto State in 2015
and was re-elected in 2019. He served as
Personal Assistant on Legislative Affairs to
Senator AbdullahiWali,thethenSenatelLeader
before he decided to contestforaseatinthe
Housein 2003.Hewaselected torepresent
the Kebbe/Tambuwal Federal Constituency
ontheplatformofthe then AllNigeriaPeoples
Party (ANPP).He later moved to the defunct
DemocraticPeoplesParty(DPP)inthe build-uE
to the 2007 general election together wit
aformer governor of Sokoto State, Attahiru

Bafarawa.HewasalsoamongPDP lead-
ersthatonce defected to the APCbut
later returned to the main opposition
PDP.Heisyoungandvibrantwithideas.
But he is from the North-west, where
theincumbent President Muhammadu
Buhari hails from. North-west is also
the home of the late President Umaru
YarAdua. He also chamEioned power
zoningtotheNorthin2015anddefected
fromthePDPonlytoreturntothe gart
and reject zoninchower to the Sout
aftertheNorthhadruledforeightyears
under Buhari. He championed the ar-
rangement for a northern consensus
candidate but when it did not favour
him, he kicked against the process.

Udom Emmanuel

Before he became governor, Em-
manuel,inJuly 2013, was the Secretary
tothe Akwalbom State Government.In
2014, he defeated 22 other aspirants
toemergethe candidate of thePDPand
wentaheadtowinthegovernorshﬁpdpoll
inApril2015.Hegotre-electedin2019.
Hehas the financial capacity but lacks
structuresand contacts nationwide.He
isalsofromSouth-southwhere former
President Jonathan hails from.

Nyesom Wike

He is the sixth civilian governor of
Rivers State.Hispolitical careerinclude
two-term chairmanship of Obio-Akpor
Local GovernmentArea(1999t0 2007);
hewas Chief of Staff to Rotimi Amaechi
asgovernor of Rivers State; Minister of
StateforEducationfromJuly 14,2011
andlater, ActingMinister of Education.
Heresignedbefore finishing his term
to campaign for governorship of Riv-
ers State. He was elected governor
in2015andre-elected 20I9 onthe
platformof PDP. He has avery large
war chest to execute presidential
campaign. But he is accused of be-
ing brashand dictatorial. Wike is also
accused of disrespecting everyone
around him, including his traditional
rulers.Heisalsoaccused of meddling
intheinternal affairs of PDP inother
states and creating crises in those
states.Wikeisalsoaccused of spon-
soring the crisis that forced Governor
BenAyade of CrossRiver Statetoleave
the party. Wike is equally accused of
lackingrespect for his party leadership
andhis colleague-governors.Governors

Ayade, Godwin ObasekiofEdoStateandDave
Umahiare some of his colleagues that heis
accused of insulting publicly. He had once
describedtheleadersof PDPastaxcollectors.
Anotheroddagainsthimis thatheisfromthe
South-south, the region of former President
Goodluck Jonathan

Anyim Pius Anyim

Anyim was the President of the Senate
and later Secretary to the Government of
the Federation (SGF) in the Jonathan's ad-
ministration.Hewaselectedinto the Senate
on the platform of the PDP in 1999 at the
age of 37 andbecame the Senate President
attheageof 39. Herepresentedthe Ebonyi
South senatorial district.

He has the financial strength and is from
the South-east, which has not produced
president.He lacks national structures and
some governors are mobilisingagainsthim.

BalaMohammed
The governor of Bauchi State was the
Minister of the Federal Capital Territory
FCT)from2010t02015.Hewonthe Bauchi
outhsenatorialdistrictelectionin 2007 on
the platform of the defunct ANPP.He later
joined the PDP.He was the chairman of the
committee thatrecommendedthat the PDP
should throw openits presidential ticket for
the 2023 elections. The recommendation
tri%gered anﬁer across board in the party,
withstakeholdersinsisting thatthe PDPmust
adhere tothe provisiononzoningandpower
rotationasenshrinedinits constitutioninthe
interest of justice, equity and fairness. He
has the financial capacity butheis allegedly
contestingtobepresidentaswellasgovernor
of his state at the same time. He also lacks
structures.Hisstatement that Fulaniherds-
mencarry AK-47riflestoprotectthemselves
andthat theforests donotbelongtoanyone
diminished his popularity in the southern
Nigeria. The clamour for power shift to the
south does not favour him.

Bukola Saraki
Sarakiwaspresidentofthe Senatebetween
2015and 2019.Before then,hehadserved
asatwo-termgovernorof KwaraState(2003-
2011).Hewas electedunder PDPin 2011
to represent the Kwara Central senatorial
district, and then re-elected in the 2015
general election on the ticket of APC. He
ecame thepresidentof the Senate, despite
stiff oppositionfromthe establishment. After
his sojournin the APC, he went back to the
PDP where he sought presidential ticket in

the 2019 election. The ticket went to Atiku,
and Saraki became the Director General of
the Atiku presidential campaign organisation
for the election. He has structures, financial
capacityandageisonhisside. But the agitation
for power shift to the South does not favour
him. He was also one of those that left PDP
because they wanted power to be zoned to
the North only to return to the PDP to kick
against powerrotationto the South after the

orthhasruled foreight years under Buhari.

Sam Ohuabunwa

Heis apharmacist withawealth of experi-
ence gathered from the corporateworld. He
believes that, “No single Nigerian deserves
to die. What Nigerians need s security, and
that"whatwe mustunderstandis thatweare
already inawar situation’Heisalsorunningon
thebackshop of hisbelief thathe cantranslate
his success inthe boardroom!

He has the ideas and his records speak
for him. He lacks the financial strength and
structures.

Dele Momodu

Thepublisher of OvationInternationalisa
celebrated columnistand strongadvocate of
aparadigmshiftinleadershipin the country.
He vied for the presidency in 2011 on the
platform of NCP. He has the ideas but lacks
the structures and the financial powers.

Terila Oliver Diana

Sheis onB/female aspirantintherace.Oli-
ver Tareila Diana purchasedher presidential
nomination form in person last Wednesday,
making her the 13th aspirant. She is from
Imo State. She is seen as a pretender with
no structures. She is financially capable but
is unknown.

Ayodele Fayose

Fayoseisatwo-termgovernor of EkitiState.
He defeated the incumbent Governor Niyi
Adebayoin 2003.Fayose couldnotcomplete
his tenure as aresult of animpeachment on
October 16, 2006.

Duringthe 2014 Ekiti State gubernatorial
election, Fayose was again the PDP nominee
andwas declaredwinner by the Independent
National Electoral Commission (IN C’)§

Hehas no structures exceptin Ekiti State.

Chikwendu Kalu

Kaluwasthe Speakerof the Abia StateHouse
of Assembly. Littleis knownabout himexcept
thathewas aformer speaker of the AbiaState
House of Assembly.



66

CICERO/REPORT

Saraki

How 2023 Favours Saraki

WiththepresidentialprimaryofthePeoplesDemocraticPartyfastapproaching,
one aspirant to carefully watch out for is former Senate President, Dr. Bukola
Saraki, Vanessa Obioha writes

iththenumberofpresidential
aspirantsintheraceforthe
2023generalelection, the
two main parties whose
presidential candidates
maybe competingforthe
bigslotinAsoRockarestill
the People’'s Democratic Party (PDP) and the All
ProgressivesParty(APC). Thoughthereareupcom-
ingparties likethe SDPandtheNNPPtrending itis
doubtfultheywillhaveanationalappeal toupstage
themain parties to produce the next president.

It is therefore believed that this is the reason
why the nationalfocusisonthe 38 people seeking
the two presidential tickets of the two parties.

Amongthe 15aspirantsclearedtocontestforthe
PDP presidential ticket atitsNational Convention
scheduled to hold at the Velodrome of the MKO
AbiolaNational Stadium,inAbuja, are former Vice
President, Alhaji Abubakar Atiku; former Senate
President, Dr. Abubakar BukolaSaraki; RiversState
Governor,NyesomWike, former Secretary tothe
Government of the Federation, AnyimPius Anyim;
BauchiState Governor, BalaMohammed; Sokoto
State Governor, Aminu Tambuwal and former
Anambra State Governor, Peter Obi.

Othersinclude Akwa lbom Governor, Emmanuel
Udom; ex-Ekiti State Governor, Ayodele Fayose;
boardroom guru, Sam Ohunabunwa; former
Managing Director of NigerianInternational Bank
(NIB), MohammedHayatudeen; OvationMagazine
publisher,DeleMomodu;OliviaTarelawhoistheonly
femaleamongthem, Charles Okwudili, Chikwendu
Kaluand Cosmos Ndukwe.

Inthe APC, the contestants who submittedtheir
nominationformbefore the closing date and will
featureinthe primaries billed for Eagles Square,
Abuja,onMay 29are VicePresident YemiOsinbajo,
Senate President Ahmed Lawan, former Lagos
State Governor, AsiwajuBolaTinubu; former Ogun
State Governor, Senator Ibikunle Amosun; former
Minister of Scienceand Technology, Dr.Ogbonnaya
Onu; EbonyiState Governor, David Umahi; former

Minister of State, Education, Chukwuemeka
Nwajuba;andKogiState Governor, YahayaBello.
Other APC aspirants are ex-Governor of
Akwalbom, Senator Godswill Akpabio; popular
preacher, Pastor Tunde Bakare; Ekiti State
Governor, Kayode Fayemi; former Minister
of Transport, Rotimi Amaechi; former Sen-
ate President, Ken Nnamani; Jigawa State
Governor, Abubakar Badaru; former Zamfara
State Governor, Senator Ahmed Sani Yerima;
CrossRiver State Governor,Ben Ayade; former
Speaker, DimejiBankole, among others.

Fromthe beginning of the race, ithas been
cleartheoppositionPDPplannedtogotothe
northinsearchofacandidate. Thatiswhyfrom
thewordgo, Saraki, Atiku, Tambuwal,andMo-
hammedweretheleadingcandidates. Therace
hassincelastweeknarrowedtothreeaspirants:
Saraki, Atiku,and Wike.

However, thereareindications thattherace
may have narrowed down to only two people
withone of thembeing the favoured choice of
thetopleadersoftheparty,asignificantsection

of thegovernors,andother super-delegates.

The calculationinthe PDPis that using the
mathematicalprincipleof eliminationandsubsti-
tution, therace should continue tonarrowdown
untilitwillgettotheconventionday.Now, thetwo
aspirantswhoarehavingserious consideration
aspossibleflagbearersare Sarakiand Wike. It
isbelievedthattheeliminationprocesshasgot
toasemi-finalstage where oneaspirantfrom
eachofthetwosections of the country,north,
andsouth, isnow being considered.

Atiku was eliminated on account of age,
agility, and past position on party issues. At
age75,heissaidtobetoooldtofacetherigour
of the job and provide the presence that the
critical job of salvaging the nation requires.
Also, it is believed that his health is suspect.
Thestakeholdersalsobelieve thathehashad
his chanceandthathisbesttimewasin2019
whenhewashandedtheticketonaplatter of
gold based on the surreptitious intervention
of theelders.

Hisfailuretowinandhislacklustreattitudeto

The 2023 presidential election may be another
race between the two gladiators, both former
Senate Presidents, the incumbent, and his
immediate predecessor, to slug it out for a higher
post. This time, the electorate will not be just 109
senators. There will be over 80 million registered
voters. However, before that return match, both
men must scale the hurdle of the presidential
primaries next weekend in Abuja

pursuing the litigation challenging the victory of
theincumbenthasalsobecomeapieceofbaggage
forhim.Manypartyeldersanddelegatesarestill
unhappyatthewayheabandonedthepartyafter
theloss of the 2019 election.

“When the party was in crisis in many of the
states and even at the national level, he was
nowhere to be found. He was aloof, staying in
the United Arab Emirates. He failed to provide
leadership.Wedonotthink suchamanshouldget
our most prizedtrophy,'asource saidinKaduna
yesterday.

Sarakiwas therefore chosen as the aspirant
from the north who will be pitted against a
southern candidate for the party ticket at the
convention.What countedmost for the former
SenatePresidentishisaffinitywiththesouthand
the decision of the northern elders and power
brokerstocompensatethenorthernminorityfrom
thenorth-centralzone. Itisbelievedthatatatime
whenthemajorissueisathreattonationalunity
andgeneralinstability,amanwithhisbackground
iswhothe country needs.

Hisroleintheparty's presidential campaignas
DGAtikuCampaignOrganisationin2018/2019
andalso as chairman of the National Reconcili-
ation and Strategy Committee (NRSC) and his
undergroundroleinall thestaggeredelections
thatthepartyfeaturedin,inthelastthreeyears
are said tohave counted for Saraki.

Inany case, itwas generally agreed thatheis
capable, competent,and courageous enoughto
dothejob.Someothersmentionedthatheisthe
only aspirant that has unfoldedhis plan thathe
willimplementassoonasheiselectedpresident.

Wikeontheotherhandisbelievedtohavecre-
atedtoomany IOUs that he isnow cashingand
convertingtopolitical capital Hehas alsoshown
the capacity toprovidefunds forthe campaigns.
[tisbelieved that only hismoneyand the number
of people he has provided financial support to
inthepastareworkingforhim.TheRivers State
Governor,manystakeholdersreasoned,alsohas
alot of pieces of baggage whichmay make him
unelectableandacceptabletopeoplefromother
zones other thanhis own, if he emerges.

The deal initially in the APC seems to have
been concluded that the presidential ticket of
therulingpartywillgotothesouthinlinewithan
old,unwrittenagreementput togetherwhenthe
partywas formedin2014.Thiswasthereason
whyuntilaboutaweekago,alltheaspirantsin APC
exceptforKogiGovernor,Bello,weresoutherners.
[tisalsothereasonwhyallthebigwigsinthesouth
inallthethreegeo-politicalzonesareintherace.

However,thecalculationchangedwhenthe APC
failedinits determination to coerce or compel
the opposition PDP to also follow suit. Whenit
became apparent that PDPwillnotyield to the
game of presentinganall-southern candidates
election, the APC suddenly changed gear. And
guesswhowas firstusedtosendthe clear signal
that APC may also join the PDP in presenting
anortherner asits candidate? Another Senate
President, Dr. Ahmed Lawan.

[tisbelievedthat Lawanis the candidate the
APChaspreparedincasePDPpicksapresidential
aspirant from the north. He is said to enjoy the
supportof theNational Assembly caucuses, the
Presidency, and other stakeholders.

Many believe Lawan is the establishment
candidate.Hewassaidtohave beenproppedup
afterasecretopinionpollsponsoredby some
topelementsinAsoRockindicates that Saraki
willlikely winthe PDP presidential primaries
and go ahead to defeat any candidate from
the south.

Theapparatchikswhoareprivytotheresults
of the opinion polls and the attached analysis
then decided to move fast and create an op-
portunity to stage a return leg of the battle
forthe Senate Presidencyin 2015. Itwas said
that the nationwas denied the opportunity of
seeingbothmensquare up againsteachother
whenSarakiemergedbecause Lawanandhis
sponsors out-schemed themselves by being
absent from the venue of voting. It was also
said that the game is now a draw with Saraki
alsoforcedout of thereturnlegby theforces
that ensured he did not get re-elected in his
constituency, toforestall his standing against
Lawaninthe 2019 race for the presidency.

The 2023 presidential election may be
anotherracebetweenthe twogladiators,both
former Senate Presidents, the incumbent, and
his immediate predecessor, to slugit out for a
higherpost. This time, the electorate willnotbe
just 109 senators. Therewillbe over 80 million
registeredvoters.However,before thatreturn
match, both men must scale the hurdle of the
presidential primaries next weekendin Abuja.
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For APC Aspirants, Convincing
Nigerians Remains a Herculean Task

With the perceived poor performance of the present administration led by the All Proiressives Congress, the

emergingpresidential aspirants of the party face adifficult task of convincing Nigerians,

he body language of most
presidential aspirants from the
ruling party Al Progressives
Congress (APC) recently showed
their veiled alienation from
President Muhammadu Buharis
administration. The reason for
this may not be far-fetched. In the past seven
years, Nigerians have nothing but diatribes and
regrets. The hope of a better life as promised by
Buhari during his electioneering year in 2014 has
turned into despair as daily reports of insecurity,
economic hardship and corruption continue to
confront Nigerians.

The Buhari-led administration in the eyes
of many is the worst the nation has ever
experienced. From the banditry and insurgency
that have characterised the polity leading to
numerous deaths and homelessness, to the rising
inflation, there is a level of fear pervading every
part of society.

In both the northern and southern parts of
the country, so many lives have been lost in
recentimes. Even those abducted by dare-devil
bandits who attacked an Abuja-Kaduna bound
train over months ago, are still in the captivity of
the terrorists.

The disturbing trend is becoming worrisome.

While many leaders who are courageous have
repeatedly been criticising the government for
failing Nigerians, other have opted to be silent to
remain in the good book of the administration.

The Catholic Bishop of Sokoto Diocese,
Mathew Kukah, who has been acting as the
voice of the people, captured it succinctly in his
Easter message recently where he criticised the
president for his inability to tackle the myriad of
problems. According to him, the president has
destroyed every aspect of life in the country
except corruption, “which he allows to thrive and
grow!’

Nigeria, he said, has become one big emergency
national hospital with full occupancy and the
government seems to be in hibernate mode.

“With everything literally broken down, our
hearts are broken. Our family dreams are broken.
Homes are broken. Churches, mosques and
infrastructure are broken. Our educational system
is also broken. Our children's lives and futures
are broken. Politics, the economy, and the energy
system are also broken. Our security system
is broken. Our roads and rails are broken. Only
corruption is alive and well’

He continued: “Nigerians can no longer
recognise their country, which has been battered
by men and women from the dark womb of time.

One would be tempted to ask, what is there to
say about our tragic situation today that has not
been said? Who is there to speak that has not
spoken? Like the friends of Job, we stare at an
imponderable tragedy as the nation unravels from
all sides.

“The government has slid into hibernation
mode. It is hard to know whether the problem is
that those in power do not hear, see, feel, know,
or just don't care. Either way, from this crossroad,
we must make a choice, to go forward, turn left
or right or return home. None of these choices is
easy, yet, guided by the light of the risen Christ, we
can reclaim our country from its impending slide
toanarchy’

Against this backdrop, Nigerians wonder how
those jostling for the APC's presidential ticket
would convince the people to vote for the party
given that President Buhari's performance sheet
is filled with red marks. More so, how will they
reignite hope in their party without mentioning
how their leader has contributed to the problems?

Aspirants who have chosen not to say anything
about the poor performance of the Buhari
administration, do so for fear that they do not
know the extent of the role he would play in the
emergence of the party’s presidential flagbearer
for the 2023 election. But others who have
decided to take the risk, have been faulting some
of his policies.

For instance, recently, Senator Bola Tinubu at a
grand rally at the Mobolaji Johnson Arena, Onikan
in Lagos, promised Nigerians that he would deliver
aunited and banditry-free Nigeria if elected
president.

He told the gathered youths under the aegis
of Progressive Youth of South-West who had
declared their support for his presidential
aspiration, that Nigerians were tired of excuses
and lamentations of the past.

“You must change the story of potential, the
story of banditry, you must change the story of
tribalism’ he reportedly explained.

Tinubu had apparently admitted that the
present administration failed to unite Nigerians
and make the country bandit-free. In order to sell
himself appropriately to the youths as the saviour
Nigeria desperately needs, the National Leader
of the APC tackled Buhari on his comment four
years ago about Nigerian youths being indolent.

Buhari had made the popular expression “Ni-
gerian youths are lazy"” during a Commonwealth
Business Forum in London in 2018. He described
Nigerian youths as lazy folks who only want the
good things of life without working for them.

“More than 60 per cent of the populationis

below 30, a lot of them haven't been to school and
they are claiming that Nigeria is an oil-producing
country, therefore, they should sit and do nothing,
and get housing, healthcare, education free,
Buhariwas quoted as saying at the conference.

During the rally, Tinubu indirectly responded
to Buhari, telling the youths that they cannot be
blamed for being “lazy” with erratic electricity sup-
ply in the country. He said no nation can witness
“rapid development” without electricity, adding
that the country cannot continue to give “excuses”
for failure to generate a stable power supply. He
noted that the country is blessed with enough gas
that can be used to generate electricity and even
export to European countries.

He further urged the youths to revalidate their
Permanent Voters' Cards and be ready to vote in
the forthcoming 2023 general election.

Ina similar vein, the Minister of Transportation,
Mr. Chibuike Amaechi, who declared his ambition
to contest the 2023 presidential election on the
platform of the APC on April 9, 2022, vowed to
fight insecurity and promote the stability and
unity of the country if elected president in 2023.
Amaechi also acknowledged that Nigeria has
been facing insecurity and other challenges but
said it was a global problem.

He noted that the current administration of
President Buhari has done well in building a better
Nigeria, and promised to do more by improving
the economy of the nation.

“| have never been the type who folds his
arms and complains about inadequacies | see
around me. | have always jumped in with both
feet to do whatever | can to help, to try and bring
relief to those suffering, to work to make things
right where | see wrong, If you elect me as your
President, | promise to play my part to the best of
my ability. Every day | will rise and go to work for
you. | will never forget the fact that | am there to
serve you.

“We are facing some very serious challenges
as a country. These are problems of insecurity,
challenges of greater accountability in gover-
nance, youth unemployment and the scourge of
spiralling poverty. These problems are however
not the exclusive preserve of Nigeria. We live in
a troubled world. The reality we used to know
has altered in nearly every nation. .. Transborder
crises have erupted in unusual places and placed
the internal security of many nations under
pressure. We are part of the Sahel, an area of the
world that is subject to frequent terrorist attacks.
Let us look at our current challenges as part and
consequences of these global trends. | admit
that Nigeria's problems did not begin today. And

Obiohareports

they will not be solved overnight. But they are
not beyond the capacity of our people to solve.
Fortunately, that process has already started the
minister had explained.

What Vice President Yemi Osinbajo who
declared for the election last month, told
Nigerians was however surprising He said he was
interested in the presidency because he would
want to continue with the legacies of his principal.

Since he made the comment, Nigerians have
been demanding to know these legacies. They are
wondering how anyone would continue a legacy
of failure and hardship. Many political analysts
believe that Osinbajo’s statement was just a
deceptive ritual facade to gain the confidence and
support of his principal in a political system where
blind and subservient loyalty is key to succession.

Another presidential aspirant who has inadver-
tently chided Buhari for not stamping his authority
in effectively tackling the insecurity challenges
confronting the country is Governor Yahaya Bello
of Kogi State, who said if elected president in
2023, his administration would not tolerate
buck-passing over insecurity.

Bello while answering questions from
journalists at the second annual GYB Seminar
for Political and Crime Correspondents and
Editors in Abuja recently, noted that while
President Buhari could not be in every state of
the federation to ensure the security of lives
and property when there are chief executives in
place in the states, he would ensure that states
are empowered to rise to the challenges. The
aspirant insisted that he would not play politics
with the security challenges in the country
because it was a result of the failure of various
administrations in the past.

“If | become the president, | will ensure that
every Chief Executive of the various federating
units sits up and does his or her jobs. | will not
tolerate any lackadaisical attitude or passing of
the buck to the centre. | will ensure that various
federating units are strengthened. The majority
of some of these crimes are politically motivated,
especially the recent ones we are witnessing,
However, the issue of security can never be
brought out to the public so you would not expose
your country to danger; he said.

From their declarations, it is obvious that the
aspirants believe that the present administration
has failed to tackle insecurity. It is also obvious
that their campaign promises will focus on
surmounting insecurity but it remains to be seen if
Nigerians would have any hope in a party that has
brought them so much pain and tears in the last
seven years.
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Madness and the Succession

nanelectionseason, thebriefcases of
politicalsalesmenarefullofassorted
marketingpitches.Noteventhemost
outrageous andunexpectedideasare
offlimits. Conflictingnotionsandideas
tumbleandclashforheadlinesinacrowded
and confusedmarket place. The public

is desperateforwords of encouragementand

perhaps somethingnewanddifferentfromtheold

wornoutclichés of politics.

Someonewillendterroristinsurgencyinless
thanthree months. Oneaspirantwill chase back
BokoHaramandISWAPtothe Sahelandfindthem
alternative theatres of war there.Onehopefulwill
‘bringback our girls'except that he forgot the girls
areallwomennowandnearly all proudmothers!
Anotherwilleradicate povertyinonetermonly. Yet
anotherwilleliminate unemploymentwithinayear.
Somebody has promisedtostop Nigeriandoctors
andnursesfromemigratingtobetter climes.

The countisendlessandstillrising. Behindall the
promises,noempiricaldata, nostudies. Justempty
promises and vacuous expressions of intentionand
wishes.

Ourpresentpainsandadversity leaveusnot
much choice thantoabsorbitall. Somehow, the
hope endures that perhaps somethinggoodmight
emergefromeventhewombs of adversityandthe
sporadicoutbursts of insanity.

Despite therepeatedritual of political promises,
the pageant of presidential aspirants for 2023 has
yieldedsomethingnew.Inour desperatesearch
foraleadershiptypethatcanrescueusfromthe
concoctionofills plaguingthe land, the ongoing
scramble forthe presidential gate passhasyielded
anovelleadership type:theMadManas president
hasemergedasaleadershipmodelthatthe
2023 politicians wantus toseriously consideras
appropriate.

Incumbent Governor of Rivers State, Mr.Nyesom
Wike, inthe course of his nationwide campaigns for
thepresidential candidacy of the PDPhadoccasion
toputforwardacasefortheMadmanpresident.In
his gubernatorial estimation, our national problems
haveassumedaninsaneandotherworldly
dimensionthatanormal presidentmaynolonger
fitthebill. Inhis view,Nigeriaisa‘crazy country,a
virtualasylumwithinsaneproblems.Itrequiresonly
amadmanaspresidentin 2023 toaddress these
problemsintheirinsaneenormity.

Mr.Wikegotabitof theheadlineshe desiredand
deservedexceptthatmostof thecommentators
didnot findthe suggestionquite out of character.
Eventhen, thereisabody of opinionout there that
wouldagreewithMr.Wike's propositionpurely out
of frustrationwithpresentrealities andtested
approachestoleadership.Whileasectionof the
publicwas sufficientlymagnanimous toaccordMr.
Wikehis poeticlicense orright of deviant opinion,
themainstreamwrotehis thesis offas evidence
thatour politicshasnowtrespassedintothezone
of insanity inwhichmajor political aspirants mayin
factneedpsychiatricevaluationthemselves.

Maybewe shouldnotwrite off Mr.Wikeso
quickly.Only last Wednesday, former President
Olusegun Obasanjowhilereceivinganother of
hisnumerous presidentialaspirant pilgrimsin
Abeokutaaddedhis voice tothe MadMantheory
of leadership.In Obasanjo's weighty view, the prob-
lemsbesettingthenationaresogiganticinscope
andherculeaninscalethattheyneedaleaderwhois
both’passionateaboutNigeria'andwhohas'atouch
of madness'togetthenationback ontheright
footing. Forhim, thenext leader mustbeprepared
todeployunusualmethods and dounfamiliar things
tosolveabarrage of unusual problems.

ThetroublewiththeNigerianMadMandoctrine
of leadershipisnotinits novelty.We are sufficiently
frustrated toembracejustaboutanything that
showsupinthename of asolution.But thedisturb-
ingrealityis thattheremayinfactbeastatistical
basis forprescribing thatwemightaswellchoose
amentally challengedasacommunal herotofind
solutionstoourleadershipcrisis.

Afewmonthsago,agroup of Nigerianmental
healthexperts cameupwiththe shockingrevela-
tionthat close tohalf of the Nigerianpopulation
(100million)maybeafflicted withone formof
mentalhealthchallenge or the other. Of thisnumber,
50millionareactually mentallyillinaclinical sense.
Thisisinthe sensethat theyare likely tocommit
murder or suicide at the slightestinkling, The other
50millioncannotmakeaprecise determinationas
towhethertheyaremad, unbalanced, ortoodazed
byeverydayrealityinanationthatis pronetodrive
peoplecrazy.

Buhari

This epidemicof nationalmadnessmeans
thatonanaverage day, fartoomany people
arelikely tojump off therailings of the Third
MainlandBridgeinLagosandplungeintothe
lagoon.Somany moreare likely to commit
rape, incestor abuse aminor. Somemighteven
setamarketonfirejusttohaveagoodlaugh.

ThetroublewithNigeria'smentalhealth
statisticsis thatthe totalnumber of alleged
mentally challengedpeople (100 millior% is
almostequal tothe populationof abjectly poor
Nigerians, thoselivingonless than$2aday.But
then, the poor arenotnecessarily mad.More
problematicisthefactthatitis thesepoor
folkswhoareembarrassedby the symptoms
anddisplays of madnessamong the welloff
ones.So, the socioeconomicexplanationof the
roots of mentalillnesswill notholdwater here.

Theverypoor cannotunderstandwhy, for
instance,amanorwomanwhoisalreadyrich
shouldbe chargedwithacrime of misappropri-
atingbillions of dollars. Ordinary people cannot
comprehendwhetherrichandprivileged
thievesarenecessarily mentally healthy.

Letusnot crucify the 2023 emergency
politicaltheorists for smuggling thisMad Man
leadership theoryintoour political lexiconor
thinking TheMadMan theory of leadershipis
reallynotsonewinpolitical theory.ltwasfirst
proposedandpopularizedby late USPresi-
dentRichardNixon. Simply put, itsought to
presentthe US presidentas unpredictable and
potentiallyinsane.His powers are soawesome
and powers sooverwhelming thatheis capable
of inflictingthe greatest damage to America’s
adversariesinaprecisebutunpredictable
manner.ltwas popularizedas part of the Nixon
administration'sforeignpolicyinabidtodeter
America’sadversaries especially the USSR
andSovietbloc countries. TheMadMantheory
preparedtheworldtoexpecttheworstfrom
theUSpresidentatany time. Itworkedfora
whilebeforeitwas discardedas theworld's
stock of madleadersincreasedbeyondthe
borders of the twogreat powersinopposition
duringthe ColdWar.

Intheleadership of nations, theMadMan
oftencomestopower either throughnormal
democraticmeans oris propelledbynon
democraticforces of nationalhistory.Hitler
waselected.Sowas MussoliniandevenStalin.
Innearlyall cases, power insanity creepsinas

aneffectof power absolutism.Whatis disturbing
howeveristhatallinstances of theMadMan
asleaderinhistoryhave beenassociatedwith
dictatorships of themost vile andbloody kind.
Baby DocDuvailier of Haiti, IdiAminDadaof
Ugandabelonginthiscast.
Thedangerinallowingdemocraticsystemsto
elevatemadmentoapexpoweris the damage
theyusually dotoboththe democraticsystemand
thenationitself. Evennormal presidentselected
through the best democraticsystemsneedto
becheckedfromdegeneratingintopersonal
insanity because of theaphrodisiac of power. The
USelectorateadjudged Donald Trumpanormal
presidentwhenheassumedpowerin 2016.
Months after allowinghimtoexhibit traits that
borderedonclinicalinsanity,agroup of over 100
mentalhealthexpertshadtosubjecthisbehavior
topsychiatricevaluationandhandeddownan
unsavory conclusionthathe couldbeunhinged.
Thiswas notbeforehenearly destroyedthe
Americancitadel of democracy on January 6th,
2021 byendorsinganddirectingamobinvasion
of the Capitol
Itis thereforeunsafe for ourdemocracyboth
in2023 andbeyondfor leaders tobeadvocating
forthedeliberate enthronementofa'madman’
toascendthepinnacle of national power simply
because thenation’s problems appear crazy. ltis
quiteunderstandablethat the 2023 elections are
comingatatimewhenournational problemshave
beenallowedtodegeneratetoinsanelevels.
Yesindeed,ourinsecurity hasgrownfrom
isolated BokoHaramsectarianinsurgencyin
BornostatetoenvelopetheentireNorthEast,
NorthWestandnow partsof North Central
Periodichighwayrobberieshavegrownintoas-
suredbandit takeovers of majorarterial highways
alloverthe country. Annualremembrance parades
of Biafraby MASSOBhave grownintoanarmed
guerillamovementandbloodyinsurgencyin
the SouthEast. Organized crime syndicates
inpartsof DeltaandEdostateshavebecome
sophisticatednetworks of robbery, kidnapping,
extortionand voodooritualkillingsyndicates.
Whatusedtoberestrictedtoserialfraudletter
writinghas growninto sophisticated cybercrime
networkswiththousands of undergraduates
andurbanyoungstersas subscribersandactive
practitioners.
Thatisnotall.Faiththatusedtodistinguish
ourpeoplesintermsof differential beliefshas

becomeweaponizedasNigeriaisnowdividedinto
religious factionswillingand eager todrawthe
bloodof eachothertoadvance the cause of one
worldfaithovertheother. The sense of community
andunifieddiversity thathasbeenthemarker

of Nigeria's exceptionalismhas givenwaytoa
landscape of hate and the spontaneous hurlingof
hatefulabuseacrossalldivides.

Thepolitics of factionshas degeneratedinto
angryregionalism, tribalismandvicious ethnocen-
trism.Inthe midst of the shouts of hate, we canno
longer hear eachother speak aseveryoneishowling
ateveryone.Humanlife hasbecome trivialized
asangrymobsareever ready toincineratefellow
citizensat theslightestprovocation oraltercation.

Noone dares gotowards our economic
problems.No oneknows nowhowmuchweare
owingforeign creditors ordomestic contractors.
Estimatesindicate thatwe spendover 96%of
revenuetoservicedebts.Our childrenthattroop
outof schoolsanduniversities cannot findwork for
theiridlehands and able minds. Aninformalpoverty
republichaslodgedinplaceasNigeriaisnow
globallyrecognizedas the leadinghome of some of
thepoorest peopleintheworld,inarepublicwithina
republicofover LOOmillionabjectly poor people.

Perhaps thisis thelandscape thathas encour-
agedthenewpoliticalgladiators toinsist that
ourproblemsasanationareinsaneindimension.
Giganticinscopeandfrighteninginexpanseas
theymay be, they remainnormaleconomic, social
andnational security problems except that they
havebeenallowedtospiraloutof controlinthelast
sevenyears.

Theresponsibility for the stateinwhichwefind
our nation liessquarely atthe doorstepof the
outgoingBuhariadministration.Neverinthehistory
ofindependent Nigeriahas anadministrationbeen
bestowedwithsomuchhopeandtrustonlytoseri-
allyfail the people, the nation, theworldand the very
operatives of the systemof government. What the
aspirantsof 2023 areanglingtoinherit thereforeis
anemptyshellof anation.Butitcanberescued; not
by enthroningamadmanaspresident.

Theimpulses thathave driventheargument for
a'touchofmadness'inleadershiptorescuethe
nationliesquarelyinthe serialfailures of the Buhari
administration. Thatabysmalfailurestaresusin
thefaceineverydirection.ltdemonstrateshowa
national edifice canbe destroyedinjustunder eight
years.

Butthefailureof thelastsevenyearsisnota
failureof system.Itisafailure of specificoperators
of what shouldbeaworkable system. Themad
mantheory of leadership assumesanecessity
tooverturnthesystem.ltallows thenewleader
todiscupttheestablishedorder, tobreachdue
process, totruncate theestablishedorderin
ordertoreachurgentgoalsandre-writetherules
if necessaryinordertogetusthere quickly. ltmay
evenallowfortheleadertoadoptapurelypersonal
andidiosyncraticapproaches toproblemsolving
withthejustificationthat the nationhas enteredan
emergencymode.

Therisk of themadmanoptionisthatapersonal-
ity cultbasedonthewrongideas coulddevelop.The
establishedorder of governance couldbe perma-
nently damaged. The General Order of administra-
tivegovernance, the Financial Instructions that
guidegovernmenttransactionsandtheobservance
of due process couldbe seriously damaged. The
personalizationof governance coulddestroy
democracybyenthroninganauthoritarianismof
themadmanasapolitical deity. Inthe process,
democracy couldsuffer permanent damage as
thenewmadmanredefinesdemocracytosuithis
personalizedmodel Technically therefore, whatis
requiredin 2023isnot the enthronementofamad
manbuttheelevationof anenlightened, dynamic
leader who canmanage diversity, reunite the nation
andinspire progressratherthandisruptthe system
andreplace orderwithrudderless flux.

Wedonotneedacollectiveof madmenand
womeneithertorescueanationsimply because
itisbesetwithmagnified problems of national
developmentandexistence. The presidentwe
neednowisthereforenotamadmanbutarational
deviant.Itissomebodywhoisenlightened,assured,
firm, decisiveandsystematic. Aknowledgeable
presidentwhois passionate aboutNigeriaand
itsmany missed opportunitiesistheoneweare
waiting for.He or she doesnotneedtobe madinany
sense.Buthe mustbe constructively subversive of
thepresenthegemonicorderandits conservative
bedrock whichhasbroughtustothisbrutishpass.
Nigerians await that personage and thathour.
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Olawepo-Hashim Accuses INEC of Imposing Tight Schedule of Primaries on Political Parties

SegunJames

A chieftain of the ruling All
Progressives Congress (APC),
Mr. Gbenga Olawepo-Hashim,
has wamed that the confusion
currently being created by the
Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) must not be
allowed to endanger the conduct
of the 2023 elections.

In a statement from his
media office in Abuja yesberday,
Olawepo-Hashim explained tha
the looming stems ftom
the “tight INEC schedule of
primaries imposed on political
parties in the country.”

Olawepo-Hashim said the
schedule “has been influenced
purely by a section of the politi-
cal elites who have positioned
themselves to benefit from this
INEC’s calendar.”

He said as one of those who
played a prominent role in that
transition process in 1998, he can
smell danger from afar any time
it rears its ugly head.

He added: “We have come
a long way in our journey and
as one of those who played a
prominent role in that transition
process in 1998, I can smell
danger from afar any time it
rears its ugly head.

Insecurity Compels TRCN to
Defer Exams in Sokoto, Zamfara

KuniTyessiinAbuja

The Teachers Registration Council
(TRCN) at the weekend said it had
rescheduled its teachers Profes-
sional ifying Examination
(PQE) in Sokoto and Zamfara
states over recent security concerns.

TRCN'’s Acting Director of
Certification and Licensing, Dr
Jacenta Ogboso disclosed this
in Abuja while supervising
the examination at SALSCON
International School.

He disclosed that a total of
9,204 participated in the exercise
nationwide, with the exception of
the two states.

Ogboso said 125 candidates

for the exercise in Sokoto
while 151 candidates registered
in Zamfara state, adding that the
examination in the two states will
be rescheduled as soon as the
situation is better.

“We have to reschedule the
exam for Sokoto and Zamfara
states because we want to be sure
of the situation. So those two are
not writing today: They are going
to either write online or we find
another time,” she said.

She disclosed that 663 candiidates
sat for the exam in the Federal
Capital Territory, FCT, even as she
praised the conduct of the exercise
as very smooth because TRCN
started this exam since 2017 and
keeps improving on the processes.

On fighting malpractice in
the conduct of the exercise, she
said TRCN had put in place a
process of accreditation through a
platform that the ICT department
has developed, which is able to
detect the actual people registered
for the examination to avoid
impersonation of candidates.

According to her, every can-
didate is expected to go to the
area where he registered to be
accredited, and that candidates
were not allowed into the exam
hall with phones or any banned
item to ensure that nobody does
anything funny:

“Inside the exam hall, we have
our officers who go round to check
each person on the computer that
is being used to ensure that the
photograph of that person is the
same as the person writing that
examination.

Gunmen Kidnap Farmer in
Anambra, Shoot Only Son

Gunmen have abducted a farmer,

j Uzozie, in Ukpor,
Nnewi South Local Government
Area of Anambra State.

It was leamt that the gunmen
fired many shots into the air
before forcing themselves into
the farmer’s compound

According to sources, the
farmer’s only son was shot by
the attackers, who stormed his
home in Umudjiji Umuohama
village, on Saturday morning.

A family source said Uzozie
was taken to an unknown
destination and no contact has

been made by his abductors.

It was gathered that Uzozie
was a Special Adviser to a former
chairman of Nnewi South Local
Government Council.

According to the source,
members of St Andrew’s
Church Umuoham where the
victim worships have organi
spedial prayers for his release and
quick recovery of his only son.

The state police spokesman,
DSP Toochukwu Ikenga, con-
firmed the incident and said that
a manhunt had been launched
for the abductors.

Okonjo Joins Forbes Business Council

Chief Executive Officer/
Executive Vice Chairman, Fine
and Country West Africa, Udo
Okonjo, has been accepted into
the Forbes Business Council, the
foremost growth and network-
ing organisation for successful
business owners and leaders
worldwide.

Forbes Business Council is
an invitation-only community
for successful business owners
and leaders.

In a statement yesterday,
Okonjo was vetted and selected

by a review committee based
on the depth and diversity of
her experience.

The statement said criteria
for acceptance “include a track
record of successfully impacting
business growth metrics, as well
as personal and professional
achievements and honours.

“We are honoured to
welcome Udo Okonjo into the
community;” said Scott Gerber,
founder of Forbes Councils, the
collective that includes Forbes
Business Council.

“The current tough-guy
grandstanding of the INEC
chief must give way to reason
so as not to endanger the entire
process.

“Predictably, the political
Pprocess is robbed of any dlarity as
there is even confusion as to who
is lawfully a qualified delegate
to primaries that are supposed
to be going on. Unfortunately,
the INEC management has

continuously insisted that party
primaries schedule cannot be
changed,” he said.
Olawepo-Hashim, who had
rescinded his decision to contest
for the presidency; contended that
it is not the business of INEC to
fix dates of primaries as long as
the primaries are conducted 180
days before election in accordance
with the provision of extant law.
“To start with, it is not the

business of INEC to fix dates
of primaries in as much as the
are conducted 180 days
before election in accordance with
the provision of extant law.
“Election was stopped in
this country and new date
announced when it dawned on
all that INEC was conducting
a sham exercise. We also had
a situation where election was
postponed because of security

CONSULTATION CONTINUES...

Enugu State Governor, Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi (left), and former Senate President and Peoples Democratic Party's presidential aspirant, Dr.
Abubakar Bukola Saraki, during Saraki’s courtesy visit to the Enugu State Government House in Enugu. . .weekend

Youth Groups Hold Rallies for Peter Obi in Awka, Lagos, Abuja

David-Chyddy Eleke in Awka

A coalition of youth groups
rooting for former Governor of
Anambra State, Mr. Peter Obi as
president of Nigeria yesterday
held a solidarity march for him
in Lagos, Abuja and Awka.

The groups, comprising
mainly youths, trooped to the
streets in their large numbers.

In Awka, just like in Ikeja,
Lagos and Abuja, the groups
said Obi “is the best of all the
aspirants seeking to succeed

President Muhammadu Buhari
in 2023.”

In Awka, the youths, doning
white T-shirts atop a pair of
jeans, converged on Ekwueme
square in Awka, from where
they danced through streets of
Awka to the secretariat of the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
at Udoka Housing Estate, Awka.

The youths begged the PDP to
rescind its decision to throw open
the contest for the presidential
ticket, describing it as an affront
on the South, especially the

concerns. What then is this
infantile argument by this INEC
that the dates for the primaries
cannot be moved forward when
it has become obvious that is
about to hold will be flawed?
“Whose interest is this INEC
serving, the public or unknown
interests desirous of fostering
on Nigerians a flawed electoral
process with far reaching conse-
quences for the nation?”

South-east zone.

At the PDP secretariat, Mr
Ikechukwu Anonye, the Anam-
bra State Coordinator for Peter
Obi Support Network (POSN),
and coordinating chairman of
all Peter Obi Support groups
presented a position paper to the
leaders of the party in the state.

Anonye, who spoke to
journalists, said the position
paper addressed the national
chairman of PDP, Dr Iyorchia
Ayu.

He said: “We hope that it gets

to him. Today’s solidarity walk is
to let the PDP know that we are
aware of the schemings going on
in the party and that we know
that we know that the PDP has a
constitution that rotation
of the presidency between the
North and the South.

“Now that it is the turn of
the South, and precisely the
South-east. We are hearing
that a committee has met and
thrown it open for everybody.
We consider it a level of injustice
in the South-east.

If APC Disappoints You, Come to PDF, Ortom Woos Fayemi

George Okoh inMakurdi

Benue State Governor, Samuel
Ortom yesterday urged his Ekiti
State counterpart, Dr. Kayode
Fayemi, to switch from the ruling
All Progressives Congress (APC)
to the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) in his race to become the
next president of the country:

Ortom urged Fayemi to pursue
his ambition with vigour, stating
that he and ex-Governor Gabriel
Suswam, who was also present
during the visit, would have
worked for him if he were in PDP.

He marked the remarks

yesterday when Fayemi visited
him at the Government House
in Makurdi, the Benue capital,
noting that he was working for
the emergence of a southermn
president.

He said: “If they mess you up
in APC, come to PDP and join us
so we can prosecute Nigerians’
agenda. Some of us have made
our positions very clear. We are
from the north but believe in
a southern presidency because
we believe in fairness, equity
and justice.

“Yet, if my party says it’s a
northern candidate, I would

have no choice but to succumb.
But the truth must be told, the
presidency, for some of us who
have a conscience, believes that it
should go to the south.

“But if the leadership and
delegates decide that it should
go to the north. That’s not
going to be a problem, then
we can queue up and work
together. Because we must
have leadership.

“That is why myself and
Senator Suswam believe in the
south and we are working for
a southern presidency. Just like
you came here, if we were in APC,

we would have been working
for you because we know that
you have the capacity;, knowledge
and education to help us out of
the problem we are today as a
country.”

Earlier, the presidential hopeful
said he was at the Government
House to pay a courtesy call on
Governor Ortom while on the
visit to meet with APC delegates
in the state.

Fayemi said the visit was to
fulfil the tradition of the Nigerian
Governorship Forum (NGF) as
its chairman, irrespective of the
political party differences.

Kumuyi Cancels S’East Crusade after IPOB’s Warning

General Superintendent, Deeper
Christian Life Ministry (DCLM),
Pastor William Kumuyi yester-
day cancelled a global crusade
scheduled to hold in Aba, Abia
State between May 24 and 29.

This was contained in a state-
ment the Chairman of the Aba
Global Crusade, Pastor James
Akpofure issued yesterday.

The statement said: “As there are
currently some security chall
at the intended alpha location (Aba,
Abia State, Nigeria), the Global
Crusade Convener, Pastor (Dr)

WE Kumuyi commiserates with
our people in Abia State and will
be praying along for God’s Divine
Intervention.”

Apart from Akpofure's statement,
amember of the organising commit-
tee had in a telephone conversation
with The PUNCH confirmed that
the crusade had been cancelled.

The official added that a new
venue would be announced for
the crusade.

Celebrating One Year of Global
Evangelisation (Global Crusade
with Kumuyi), Akpofure said

Kumuyi would keep praying for
God'’s divine intervention in the
geopolitical zone.

In a statement Thursday; IPOB's
Media and Publicity Secretary,
Emma Powerful, had asked Kumuyi
to consider the insecurity in the
South East and not proceed with
the crusade.

“Let him (Kumuyi) and the
organisers of the crusade make
sure that nothing happens. The
security of this region is not good
because of political and criminal

activities. We, therefore, advise him
to stop this crusade for security
reasons.

“IPOB will not allow anyone
to die because of this crusade
scheduled to hold in Aba. The
probability of criminals operating
as unknown gunmen infiltrating
the crusade is high and they will
blame it on IPOB,” Powerful had
said.

The Christian Association of
Nigeria had backed Kumuyi and
urged IPOB to allow the holiness
preacher proceed with his crusade.
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NEVER EVER WRITE NIGERIA OFF

information on its website. If we had run
it like NNPC, NLNG would have been
declaring losses. Aramco — NNPC’s mate
in Saudi Arabia — just declared a net
income of $39.5bn for Q1 2022. Our own
NNPC cannot even remit sale proceeds to
the federation account, much less declare

enuine profit. They get crude allocation
or the refineries that don’t work and,
in turn, use it to part-subsidise petrol
as directed by the political authorities.

Nevertheless, I am not here to lament
or curse our luck. I am here to highlight
what is possible in this same Nigeria. I
am here to underscore why we should
not throw up our hands in surrender
anytime we get overwhelmed by the
commotion and bleakness around us.
It is difficult to keep hope alive in a
country plagued with poor leadership
and all the debilitating pathologies that
come with it. If nothing else, the NLNG
success story should tell us that there is
nothing fundamentally wrong with the
Nigerian water, topography, temperature,
humidity and atmosphere. We should
rather be encouraged to face the hard

uestions on why we are not replicating
the NLNG story elsewhere.

There is a tendency to focus all of
our attention on what NLNG Ltd has
contributed to the national purse in the
last 33 years — such as the $9 billion it has
paid in taxes; or the $18 billion dividends;
or loan repayments and interests; or the
inflow of 517.5 billion FDI mostly for the
construction works; or the $15 billion it
has paid to the federal government for

feed gas since inception; or its growing
contribution to the GDP; or the tens of
thousands of jobs it has generated directly
and indirectly; or its enormous impact on
developing and encouraging local content
in engineering and procurement; or the
$1.2 billion finance scheme to facilitate
access to funds for its Nigerian vendors.
While these have impacted positivel
on the industry and the economy, NLN
Ltd’s contributions to other non-core
areas are equally important: be it the
sponsorship of some of biggest and
most prestigious prizes in Africa for
science, literature, and literary criticism;
be it the health insurance initiative for
residents of its host community, Bonny
Island, in partnershiCF with the Rivers
state government and Bonny Kingdom;
be it the malaria eradication programme;
or be it the support programme for 12
teaching hospitals across the six geopolitical
zones and Abuja, covering renovating or
re-equipping ggnaecology and maternity
wards or building intensive care units.
Nigeria’s oil-producing communities
often complain about neglect and one
sore thumg that always stood out was
the fact that Bonny Island was cut off
from the rest of Rivers state because
of a lack of bridge. Trips are done by
boats and a journey that should take
not more than 30 minutes by road can
last for nearly two hours, along with
the risks, dangers and financial cost. For
years, government promised to build the
road but a combination of factors not
unrelated to paucity of funds and youth

restiveness stalled it. The construction of
the 39km-long Bodo-Bonny road finally
commenced in 2017, with NLNG Ltd
picking 50 per cent of the total bill of
N120.6 billion via tax credits.

Above all, this is the core of my
excitement: in case you think NLNG is
run by Europeans, you are dead wrong.
Its senior management is fully Nigerian.
The MD is Nigerian. Although there is
the unseen hand of the multinationals,
some of the managers have garnered
world-class experiences over the decades
working home and abroad — includin
in The Netherlands, Trinidad & Tobago,
France, UK and Norway. Ironically, some
of them have worked with the NNPC.
But they have a different work ethic
and corporate culture at NLNG. Same
Nigerians. We must never stop pondering
this question: why do so many Nigerians
do well in the private sector compared
to the public sector?

Let me now tell you a sad story. The
NLG projects were originally approved by
the federal military government in 1975.
In fact, the Bonny LNG Limited (BLNG)
was incorporated in 1976. It was to be
the biggest LNG project in the world at
the time, but government itself became
the biggest obstacle. As it is our custom
in Nigeria, when one president goes and
another comes in, projects are inevitably
affected. By 1982, foreign investors had
lost interest in BNLG. We do not have a
culture of continuity. Only God knows
how many court cases we have across the
world because of abandoned or cancelled

contracts simply because of a change of
government. That is the story of Nigeria.

Kudos to Babangida for getting the
NLG project back on tracl% in 1989.
More kudos to Gen Sani Abacha who
did everything to ensure the take-off of
the project by providing seed funding
and enacting enabling laws, providing
country guarantees and granting a range
of concessions, including tax holiday and
waivers. The vision of making it wholl
Nigerian has always been there. Of all
the investments ever made by Nigeria,
the NLNG is by far the most successful.
The question that many rational observers
would ask is: if this governance model
has worked for us so well, why can’t we
apply it to other things under government
control? We need leaders who can think
outside the box.

Another opportunity to reboot Nigeria
through the ballot is around the corner.
Nigeria can be great. We should resist
the temptation to give up or give in. Our
circumstances are damning and the future
looks forlorn but it takes just a major
U-turn for things to start falling into
place. That is why we have to remain
positive and never write Nigeria off. For
me, the success story of the NLNG is
built on the excellent model of competent
leadership, merit-based recruitment that also
accommodates the host community, solid
succession planning as well as world-class
work ethic and corporate culture. Apply
these basics to the leadership of Nigeria
and we will become a different country
in a matter of time.

MOB INJUSTICE

We were still mourning the blood-chilling
lynching of Deborah Samuel over alleged
blasphemy in Sokoto when David Sunday
Imoh, a sound engineer, was brutalised to
death by commercial motorcyclists in Lekki,
Lagos state. It would seem lynching has
become entrenched as a legitimate course of
actioninNigeria. Theseincidentsbroughtback
sad memories of the October 2012 lynching
of four innocent students of the University of
Port Harcourt in Aluy, Rivers state. Lynching
is nothing but jungle justice and we need to
clamp down on it with everything we have.
However, it will take a lot of work because the
problem starts from the mindset of lack of
value for human life. Primitive.

And Four Other Things...

RESTRAIN AND RESPECT

Can we make the Deborah tragedy a turning
point in the management of toxic religious
relations in Nigeria? While condemning the
dastardly act, the Christian Association
of Nigeria (CAN) also voiced out the need
to respect other people's beliefs. That is a
major statement that runs counter to the
dangerous “free speech” argument. Sheikh
Ahmad Abubakar Gumi, prominent Islamic
cleric, has also said there is no place in Islam
for lynching an alleged blasphemer. | am
seeing a huge opportunity for peace-building
in these statements coming from the two
divides. Extremism and hostility will not
solve any problem. We must learn to live and
let live, for God's sake. Respect.

DEI-DEI DEATHS

How does the death of a passenger in an
accident become another source of ethnic
conflict? That, again, is what we heard about
the riot that broke out at the Dei-Dei market,
a suburb of Abuja, on Wednesday. At the end
of the mayhem, four persons lay dead and
property worth millions of naira destroyed.
The passenger, a woman, was crushed
to death by a hit-and-run trailer who was
eventually arrested. But as the motorcyclist
reportedly tried to retrieve the bike, traders
restrained him. His fellow motorcyclists came
together to fight back. And then it became an
inter-ethnic fight. How many lives do we have
to waste before we finally come to our senses
in this country? Senseless.

RESIGN AND RETURN

No matter what you think about this
government, you can never say it is lacking in
drama. After President Muhammadu Buhari
had held a valedictory session for ministers
who had been directed to resign to go and
contest for various political offices, four of
them made a U-turn and attended the next
cabinet meeting. In what country does this
happen? Some lawyers have argued that if
a minister resigns, the process of return or
replacement has to go through the senate.
That is why if a new government is going
to return a minister, the process involves
another senate screening. But we are in an
era of anything-goes and an Umuahia court
injunction may be in the offing. Scandalous.

CRITICAL ISSUES AHEAD OF SUPER WEEKEND

accommodation, feeding, transportation
and other expenses. But many will also
lose out, from business owners to delegates
and other key political actors. For one,
the presidential aspirants have invested
considerable time and resources courtin,
only statutory delegates because the electe
delegates were not yet in place. The junkets
across the country and the expenses incurred
may have been in vain, as no one makes
refunds in this game.

Using only elected delegates alters the
political calculus in many ways, especially
in terms of tipping the balance of power in
favour of the governors who constitute the
most formidable power bloc in the country.
Governors are now in control of at least
between 70% to 90% of delegates at play
from their states.

Some of the parties have started their
primaries without the amendment. INEC
also has a requirement that delegate lists
must be transmitted to it seven days before
the primaries and statutory delegates can be
part of such lists until amendment is signed.
If the amendment to the act is eventually
signed, there will be questions and possibly
litigations about whether the rules can be
changed in the middle of the game. That
is a potential landmine.

The parties can opt for direct primaries or
consensus primaries as a way around this
avoidable logjam. Given INEC’s June 3rd
deadline for conclusion of primaries, time
may be too short to organise direct primaries
across the country. Also, Section 84 (9) (a) of
the electoral act makes the consensus option
less feasible for the two leading parties: all
cleared aspirants will need to withdraw
from the race and endorse the consensus
candidate in writing. It will take quite an

Buhari -

effort to pull that off, given the calibre and
desire of some of the aspirants.

The second critical issue is the case
instituted on 29th April 2022 at the Supreme
Court by the President and the Attorney
General of the Federation (AGF) on the
constitutionality of Section 84 (12) of the
same electoral act. This is the section that
states that political appointees cannot vote
or be voted for in a convention to choose
the candidates of the parties except they
had resigned their positions 30 days prior

to the primaries. The president and the AGF
contend that the section is in conflict with
sections 42, 65, 66 and others of the 1999
Constitution.

The Supreme Court adjourned hearing on
the case to 26th May 2022, after accedin
to the request of Rivers State to be joined.
Prior to Ct]hat, President Buhari had asked
his cabinet members interested in running
for office to tender their resignation before
16th MaK 2022, and most of them complied
except those who changed their minds on
running for office. State governors had
issued same orders much earlier. Based on
these developments, it is difficult to know
whether this case was instituted just to prove
a constitutional point or to provide legal
cover during screening for aspirants who
might not have resigned 30 days before the
primaries. No matter the outcome of this
case, it may lead to a party beintg deemed to
be without a candidate if one of the affected
aspirants emerges from the primaries.

The third issue is zoning. PDP has decided
to throw the presidential race open to all zones.
APC has not said a word about zoning, though
an overwhelming number of its presidential
aspirants is from the south. There are two
opposing arguments about where to zone
the presidency: one posits that after eight
years of a president of northern extraction,
power should naturally rotate to the south;
the other counters that the south would by
2023 have been in power for 13 out of 24
Kears of the Fourth Republic. Each argument

as a corresponding counter but beneath
the hesitation of the dominant parties to
take a categorical position on zoning is
the crude calculation about winning the
next election.

Whether the parties take categorical

positions or not on this issue, zoning (and
even micro—zoninc%) will feature prominently
during the presidential primaries. The fact
that aspirants from all zones are allowed
to run does not mean there are no or there
will be no informal agreements on zonin
or that it will not play out by default. Past
primaries offer a guide here. However, how
the parties handle this hot potato will have
implications not only for voters’ turnout
and preferences next year but also for
post-election peace and development in
the country. It is therefore very important
for the political elites to start figuring out
how to deal with the fallouts.

The fourth is what I will term primary
colours: this week will witness intense
jockeying by the aspirants and their
supporters for the most coveted tickets in
the race. To maintain the lead or displace
those in the lead, each camp will throw
everything it has into the last mile.

This will manifest in different forms:
advocacy for consensus option for those likely
to be a?i/antaged by it, Fast—minute jostling
to keep or snatch delegates, saturation of the
media with adverts, analyses and projections
(including disinformation and fake news),
attempt to use social pressure to change
the outcome, desperate horse-trading with
powerful individuals and power centres,
depl((?/ment of blackmail in different forms,
withdrawal of some aspirants for others,
and in APC, a spirited move to get Buhari’s
endorsement.

It is going to be a long and interesting
week, with a series of meetings, constant
changes in the league tables (especially among
the top three), and dramatic switches of
loyalties. It should be a week to savour,
at least for the neutrals.
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Day of Long Knives as So
Much at Stake on Final Day

Duro Ikhazuagbe

TITLE: Will it be Man City or Liverpool?
everinthelast 10yearsforthe
English Premier League to
beinthe state of uncertainty
aswe have witnessed going
into the last Match-day 38
this afternoon.

Thisis the very first time
in 10 years that the title, top four and relega-
tion are all still to be fully decided before the
final day!

Itis this unusual state that makes the Premier

League the bestin club football globally.
Even with Manchester City hold a one-
point advantage at the top of the table
on 90 points, the story can still change
today.If the unexpected happens with 14th
placed Aston Villa defeating the hosts or
even holding them to a draw of any kind,
Liverpool can still claim the silverware. That
toois dependent on their result against
Wolves at Anfield. The Reds must win to
stand any chance of such a miracle.
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Manchester City’s Kevin de Bruyne has been named as the Premier League Player of the
Sﬁasofrtl. The Etihad club are waiting to be crowned champions of the 2021/2022 season
this afternoon

2021/2022 PREMIER LEAGUE SEASON

Few people expect the defending cham-
pions to surrender their lead, and not just
because no side has ever started a Premier
League final day top and not ended it there.

The main reasonis that City have been simply
superb this season, winning 28 games to stay
out in front despite Liverpool clawing back
what was at one stage a double-digit lead.

Chelsea have sealed the third place due to
their superior goals difference.

FOURTH PLACE: Tottenham or Arsenal?

CanTottenham seal a Champions League
spot ahead of their north London rivals Ar-
senal? With 68 points and seated fourth on
thelog, Spurs come into this game with two
points advantage over the London Gunners.

Butthe story can still change this afternoon if
Spurs are beaten at already relegated Norwich
while Arsenal win at Goodison Park.

With Everton already in safe waters having
come from behind to beat Crystal Palace 3-2
last Thursday to escape the drop zone, the
fourth placed ticket to the Champions League
isin Antonio Conte’s bag unless they choose
to play the Bazaar.

With their vastly superior goal difference,
Antonio Conte’s side can afford a draw at
relegated Norwich. Then, Arsenal will need
to beat Everton by as much as 15-0 to stand
any chance.

EUROPA: Man Utd or West Ham

There is also an outstanding European
issue still to be settled a bit lower down the
table, as Manchester United and West Ham
fight it out to decide who will be playing in
the Europa League and who in the Europa
Conference League.

The sixth-placed Red Devils can end a disap-
pointing season by sealing a Europa League
spot with a win at Crystal Palace. Anything
less, though, leaves the door open for the
Hammers, who trail by two pointsin seventh
but have a vastly superior goal difference.

RELEGATION: Burnley or Leeds for Drop?

At half-time at Goodison Park on Thursday, it
looked as though three sides would be battling
it out to avoid joining Watford and Norwich
in the Championship next season.

But Everton’s remarkable comeback win
over Crystal Palace leaves Burnley and Leeds
to duke it out for survival today.

The pairarelevel on 35 points but the Clarets
have the edge courtesy of a vastly superior
goal difference, meaning they only need to
match Leeds'result on the final day to stay up.

Rangers Beat Hearts to Claim Consolatory Scottish Cup

@ Aribo, Bassey; Balogun on parade as Ibrox side claim the trophy first time in 13 years

igerianinternationals, Joe Aribo, Calvin
Basseyand Leon Balogun were onduty
asRangers putasidetheirEuropalLeague
trophy miss to take consolationin win-
ning the Scottish Cup.Basseywasvoted
Man-of-the-Match.

Two goals in three extra-time minutes by substitutes
RyanJackand ScottWrightgavethelbroxsidethe Scottish
Cupagainst Hearts.

Rangers claimed the trophyforthefirsttimesincein 13
yearsafter Jackcrashedashotin offthe barfromtheedge
ofthe box, beforeWright finished low past Craig Gordon. [

Hearts stood strong in the 90 minutes butdid notoffer |2
enough in attack, apart from Ellis Simms’lunging effort
offa post after only 10 minutes.

TheRangersend of Hampden celebrated joyfully atthe
full-time whistle, just three days after their Europa League
journeyendedin heartbreak on penaltiesagainst Eintracht
Frankfurtin Seville.

Manager Giovannivan Bronckhorst madefive changes
to histeam after 120 minutes of energy-sapping football
in Spain, and his side again defied suggestions of fatigue

Glasgow Rangers elebrating wnning the Scottish Cup..yesterday

asthe match wore on.

Cup final

Bassey Namedin
Europaleague
Teamof the Year

Three Glasgow Rangers players,
among them, Nigeria's Calvin Bassey as
well as Ryan Kent and James Tavernier-
have been named in Uefa’s Europa
League team of the year.

But Eintracht Frankfurt have four after
Wednesday’s penalty shootout win over
the Glasgow side in Seville.

Kevin Trapp, whose spot-kick save
from Aaron Ramsey proved crucial, is
named along with Rafael Santos Borre,
whose goal cancelled out Joe Aribo’s
opener.

Centre-half Martin Hinteregger and
midfielder Filip Kostic are included.

Although midfielder Aribo does
not make Uefa’s selection, Bassey and
captain Tavernier, who was the tourna-
ment’s top scorer with seven goals, are
in defence with Ryan Kent on the wing.

David Moyes'West Ham United, who
lost to Eintracht in the semi-final, have
two of their players included - defender
Craig Dawson and midfielder Declan
Rice.

The other players involved are Leipzig
pair Konrad Laimer and Christopher
Nkunku.

ssey... Was
yesterday

CurtainFalls onNWFL
Super Six inBenin City

Curtain will fall on the Nigeria Women
Football League (NWFL) Super Six in
Benin City today.

Bayelsa Queens are topping the
table on maximum 12 points from four
matches with Nasarawa Amazons trailing
with on nine points.

Ahead of the grand finale of the Super
Six, NWFL Chairperson, Aisha Falode,
yesterday afternoon supervised the last
Pre-Match Meetings for the final rounds
of matches.

According to Aisha Falode, the Super
Six closing ceremony will start at 2pm at
the Samuel Ogbemudia Stadium with
valuable items to be given to specta-
tors.“Three matches are to be played
today at 10am at the University of Benin
Ugbowo Campus; 12 noon at the Samuel
Ogbemudia Stadium; and the final match
between the two contenders for the title,
Nasarawa Amazons and Bayelsa Queens
to be played at the Samuel Ogbemudia
Stadium to cap the week long female
football fiesta in the ancient Benin City.

AbiaWar’ 2-0

Plateau Utd

Rangers 1-0 Dakkada
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Ortom to Fayemi
“The truth must be told, the presidency, for some of us who have a
conscience, believes that it should go to the south. But if the leadership
and delegates decide that it should go to the north, that's not going to
be a problem, then we can queue up and work together.” - Benue State
Governor, Samuel Ortom, his urging his Ekiti State counterpart, Kayode
Fayemi, to switch from the ruling APC to PDP in his party messes up.
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Never Ever

confession is in order this

early Sunday morning.

Although 1 was quite

sceptical ~ about  the

electioneering  rhetoric

of the All Progressives

ongress (APC) ahead of

the 2015 general election — in fact, I said as

much in a series of articles, including one

with the title: “Where is the Beef?” (March

1, 2015) — I finally dropped my guard

when I saw the party’s policy proposals

after President Muhammadu Buhari’s

inauguration. The transition committee,

headed by the late Alhaji Ahmed Joda,

made a number of far-reaching policy

recommendations covering removing

fuel subsidies, revamping the refineries

and reducing of the number of senior
ministers. I was impressed.

The aspect that really caught my fanc
was the plan to revive the refineries throug
what the committee called the “NLNG
Model”. The Nigeria LNG Limited (NLNG)
is owned by four shareholders: Federal
Government of Nigeria (FGN), 49 per
cent; Shell Gas, 25.6 per cent; Total Gaz
Electricite Holdings France, 15 per cent; and
Eni International, 10.4 per cent. Although
Nigeria is the single largest shareholder

uin)

NLNG MD, Philip Mshelbila
through the Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation (NNPC), Shell Gas, Total Gaz
and Eni International own a combined 51
per cent stake. When it comes to sharing
the dividends, the Nigerian government
takes nearly double what Shell, the next

Write Nigeria off

big%est partner, gets.
The real deal, for me, is that NLNG is
not managed by Nigeria or the NNPC.
Otherwise, it would have been run aground
ages ago — that is if it took off at all. Is
it NNPC that cannot run a mega filling
station that will manage one of the world’s
biggest liquefied national gas projects? Are
you kidding me? When the APC committee
recommended the “NLNG Model” for
the refineries — which means Nigeria
would still hold the biggest stake, thereby
accommodating a bit of the sentiments of
the anti-privatisation movement, but they
would not be managed by NNPC — I was
somewhat excited. I felt we were about to
finally break the jinx around the refineries.
It turned out I was completely wrong.
The Buhari administration, like all
previous administrations, ignored the
proposal and decided to sink more billions
of dollars to “revive” the refineries. In
2007, President Olusegun Obasanjo had
managed to sell two of the refineries
after spending billions on turn around
maintenance but President Umaru Musa
Yar’Adua nullified it as NNPC promised
they would come back to life “within two
years” if we parted with more billions.
President Goodluck Jonathan’s government

also said the refineries would be “back to
life” if we spent another batch of billions.
Today, we are spending another $1.5 billion
on Port Harcourt refineries alone to bring
them “back to life”. What a country.

But in case you are temped to write
Nigeria off on the basis of these shenanigans
and conclude that the country is doomed
to fail and nothing can ever work here,
take a deep breath. The “NLNG Model” is
one reason to be hopeful. The NLNG was
incorporated on May 17, 1989 by the military
government of Gen Ibrahim Babangida to
exploit and export our enormous natural
gas resources: the liquefied natural gas
and the natural gas liquids. Exactly 33
years on, it has become one of the biggest
success stories to have come out of Nigeria
since 1914. What this tells an optimist
like me is that with the right leadership,
right policies and right culture, we can
indeed get some things right.

Between 1999, when NLI?G exported its
first cargo, and today, Nigeria has been
reaping bountiful harvest from its stake —
principally because we got the management
right. NLNG has paid dividends in excess
of $18 billion over the period, according to

Continued on page 70
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Critical Issues Ahea

he already charged political
landscape will become more
animated this week as the big
two political parties choose
their presidential flagbearers in
Abuja. The most consequential
decisions around the 2023
general election will be taken mostly by
delegates within a few days of what can be
called our Super Weekend. Expect suspense,
plot twists, rhetorical flashes, denouement
and other elements of good political drama.
No matter how it ends, one thing is certain:
the week will be full of drama.

There will be drama from the screening of
the 25 presidential aspirants still standing on
the platform of the All Progressives Congress
(APC). There will be drama from the dozens
of aspirants in the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP}; and APC making their closing, fevered
pitches to the delegates, who will be feted
and shielded in equal measure. There will be
drama from shifts in delegate counts, from
last-minute alignments and re-alignments,
and from desperate and calculated trade-offs.
And there will be the minute-by-minute
drama of the primaries proper. This is the
week that political junkies live for.

In this high-octane week, some issues will
be playing high in the minds of political
actors and keen watchers of politics; and
some developments are bound to come into
view because they go with the terrain. These
issues and developments are likely to shape
not only the outcome of the primaries of
the Big Two but also the permutations for
the 2023 polls and beyond. I will highlight
four of these elements here.

The first issue is the implication of the
amendment to Section 84 (8) of Electoral Act
2022 which the Senate hastily passed on 10th
May 2022 and the House of Representatives
duly concurred with the following day. The
amendment was reportedly transmitted to
the President on 13th May 2022. It was yet
to the signed at the time of writing this.

For context, Section 84 (8) of the electoral
law signed by President Muhammadu
Buhari on 25th February 2022 states that:
“A political party that adopts the system
of indirect primaries for the choice of
its candidate shall clearly outline in its
constitution and rule the procedure for
democratic election of delegates to vote
at the convention, congress or meeting.”
The key words here are: elected delegates

will choose the candidates of parties that
adopt indirect primaries. This section does
not exclude other delegates but a principle
in law is that what is not mentioned is
not intended. And for this purpose, the
electoral law supersedes precedents or
whatever else is in the constitutions and
rules of individual parties.

Effectively, statutory delegates have thus
been excluzad by the current electoral law
from voting in indirect primaries. The
statutory delegates include the president,
the vice president, the governors and their
deputies, federal and state legislators, local
government chairmen, their deputies and
councillors, and key party officials at federal,
state and local government levels. The
amendment p by the National Assembly
on 11th May 2022 was intended to correct
what was Jearly an unintended exclusion
of this high-heeled class of delegates.

Since the president and the key political
actors are all involved, a presidential assent
is still possible. But having a late and hasty
amendment to the electoral law raises some
fundamental issues. To be clear, the problem is
not that an amendment was rammed throu,
in one legislative day in each chamber of

d of Super Weekend

the parliament. There is nothing untoward
as long as all the processes were followed.
Indeed, a law can be passed, amended or
repealed in one day. But our legislators
hardly attach same speed to things that do
not directly affect them. More importantly,
it is quite rich if the entire elected political
class could be blindsided on something as
significant as this even in areas that affect
them.

In the two leading parties, the statutory
dele%ates constitute the majority of the
usual delegates. APC was expected to have
7, 800 delegates, out of which 2, 322 (or
29.76%) are elected delegates and 5, 478
(or 70.23%) are statutory delegates. On
its part, PDP was expected to have 3, 700
delegates, out of which 810 (or 21.89%) are
elected delegates and 2, 890 (or 78.10%) are
statutory delegates. What this means is that
without the amendment, only between 22%
and 30% of earlier expected delegates will
choose the presidential flagbearers of the
two leading parties.

On the %ace of it, this should reduce
the final cost of the primaries in terms of

Continued on page 70
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